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'TO THE 


a O E 
WARWICK 
| My Dear Siſter, 

: Expeft you ſhould ſomewhat 

' WI wonder, that after having 
* far. above Eleven Tears been 
careful to keep this following Let- 
jr the Publick View , and 

| that too notwithſtanding the Soli- 
| citation ( not to ſay Importunity ) of 
| divers Wlluftrious Perſons, and even 

Your Commands toreleaſe it from its 


Confinement ; 1 ſbould now at length 


gioe way to its paſſing abroad into the 
A 2 World, 


4 


-  *The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
World, and its making you a publick | 
and folemn Addreſs. Wherefore judg- 
ing my ſelf vblis'dito give you an ac- 
count of a Paper, for which you have 
beendoxg pleas'd fo highly and ſo bb- 
ligingly to concern your ſelf, I muſt, to 
remove your wonder,-inform you, That 
I amreduc'd to this Publication inay 
ewn defente. For, whilſt I was far from | 
dreaming of permitting this Epiflle 
tio paſs out of my C loſet, it happend, 


that a broken Copy of it did( by I 7G 


not what misfortune for me ) fall 


. 


F 
the hands of a nece/ſutous Þ w 
would needs fra Tr If that 
by Printing it, he might relie: ſome 
of his Ku A wants ; and. TE 
profſer d to ſell the Copy for a ſum of | 
Money. But, my, good fortune leading | 
him to a Stationer,to whont my name © 
was not unknown , he very. civilly 
ſent me forthwith notice. of the Pre- 


poſution 
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(k pofition that was made him, and aftei 


_ 


Co 


it 


RES AL Cad” ad At. ae A and. of 


&@ Ree —_ 


came himſelf to acquaint me,that the 
Copy about which he had been Treat- 
ed with, being but One of Two or 
Three that were then abroad, fome or 0+ 
ther of them would, queſtionleſs, foon 
find the way to the Prefs. T his unwel- 
come Accident did little leſs trouble 


' than ſurprize me; for, beſides that it 


tmpos'd on me the neceſſity of a Publi- 
tation Thad ſo long declin'd ; and be» 
fides that F knew, that Com- gmneTrexits 
poſures of a very differing lime ras. 
Nature being expefled from *” 
me, the appearing of this, in ſtead of 
Them, would make this unwelcome to 
many, though it had fewer Imper- 
feflions than it has : Beſides theſe 
things ( I ſay ) my Sight was then, and 
is ſtill, ſo impair d by a diftemper in 
my Eyes; and the hours I could dif- 
poſe of, were ſo Praingag'd to Philoſo- 
' = i phical 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 


phical Themes, that I could not pro- fir 


miſe my ſelf ſo much as toread.it over 
before its going to the Printer. But, 
conſidering after all this,that the Copy 
IT. had by me was like to prove more 
Full, and leſs Faulty , than any of 
thoſe that ſome. endeavour d to 0b- 
trude upon the World, T thought it leſs 
inconvenient 10 venture mine own a- 
broad,than torun the hazard of a ſar- 
reptitious Edition of a Diſcourſe, that 
could ſo ill bear the appearing with 
any other Blemiſhes than thoſe it 
brought with it into the World from 
my Pen. And therefore having put it 
into the hands of Perſons, whoſe emi- 
nent Abilities, the more knowing part 


of the Nation has long and juſtly ad- 


mir d,and begg'd their Impartial Opj- | 


ni0n ond Caſtigations of it, (giving 


them entire liberty to Alter or Ex- © 


punge whatever they diſlik'd ; ) and 


finding 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
finding ( by haftily turning over the. 
Leaves ) that their Caftigations were 
only enough to let me ſee, that they 
had beedfulh read it over ; and were 
accompanied with. entouragements , 
which care was taken' t0 keep me from 
looking upon as meer Compliments : 1 
let it go the Preſs, without ſo-much 
as having once perus'd it, or heard it 
read over ſince the Stationer firſt gave 
me the Advertiſement T told you Fa 
Which I made the leſs ſcruple to 
becauſe a Critick, whoſe Judoment 
and Piety I much reverence, - ſeriouſly 
endeavour d to perſwade me, that I 
ht not in Conſcience to decline pub. 
liſking what he was pleaſed to think 
proper to kindle or cheriſh the Flames 


Divine Love in the Breaſts of the 


Readers. And my Haſte it ſelf did af- 
: terwards Promiſe me theſe Advan- 


tages, That notwithſlanding my 
A 4 Books 


The: Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Books not coming forth ſooner , I 
ſhould not loſe the Excuſe of Youth 
I had when it was Written : nay, and 
That \the Faulty paſſages which may 
he met-with in it, will perhaps be 
charged upon thoſe that ſuffer d them 
to paſs Uncorrefled, when they had 


fo abſolute a Power to Expunge or 
Reform them. Theſe, and the like Mo- ' 


tives, having #nduc'd me to conſent to 
the Publication of the following Let- 
ter, I needed not deliberate long, To 
whom I ſbould Addvrefs it. For, fance 
that accompliſh'd Lindamor, whom it 
ſomuch concern'd, has left the World, 
there is no perſon in it to whom this 


Addreſs is any thing near ſo due, as ' 


wnto you, Dear Siſter. It was at that 
Delicious Lceze, where you are now 
the Miſtriſs, that this Letter was writ- 
ten ; and it was of You that I borrow” d 
thoſe Hours I ſpent in Writing it. 
'I'wgs 


q 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
'T was to You that I ſhew'd it almoſt 
Sheet by Sheet, before I reſalv'd to 
ſend it away. *Ts Tou that can beſt 
Excuſe the ImperfeAions of it , as 
knowing not only the more obvious,but 
the more private Avocations and other 
Diſadvantages, among which it was 


; Penn'd. 'Tis you that have ever ſince 
* Solicited me to divulge it, and have 


given me the greateft Encouragements 
todo ſo, not only by thoſe Solicitations 
which imply'd Your own Fawourable 
Opinion of it, but by procuring me (by 
concealing or diſguiſing my Name( the 
unſuſpeted Opinions of divers com- 
petent Judges : in a word, this Addreſs 


' belongs upon ſo many ſcores to. Jou, 


that I could not make it any where elſe, 
without manifeſily Wronging Tou. 1 
know, Dear Sifter, that it is not uſu- 
al to Dedicate Books to ſo near a Re- 
lation, and that it is uſual in Dedica- 
tory Epiſtles, both to Depreciate what 

one 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
one has Written to Extol the Per- 
ſon that one writes to, eſpecially if it 
be one of your Sex and Quality. But, 
You know t00, that I never ſwore Alle- 
giance to Cuſtom, and therefore will 
not, I ſuppoſe, wonder to ſee me as little 
Solicitous' to conform to it on This 
occaſion as on others. In an Age when 


fo few Perſons have Merit enough, to | 


keep that from being Flattery, which 
ſhould be but Praiſe, I am not at all 
Ambitious of caſting my ſelf upon the 
unhappy neceſſity of either Flattering, 
or appearing Rude; when by better 
chuſing the ObjeAs of my Addreſſes, I 
can, as occaſion requires, give Praiſes, 
without Untruth , or _ them 
without Inctvility. Nor dare I preſume, 
that a Lye ceaſes to be a fault , by 
being put into a Dedicatory Epiſtle 
as antiently the hurtful Beaſts forgot 
their pernicious Nature, when brought 

into 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
into the Ark. Not - to mention that 
Books of Devotion have generally the 
ftrange and unhappy Fate, of being 
leſs welcome to them that moſt, than 
to them that leſs, need them. As for the 
Diſcourſe I preſent You, though my 
Opinion of it may be gueſs d at,by the 
Privacy to which I have ſo long Con-. 


; find it; Tet becauſe,as in Phyſick,to 


have a good Opinion of the Medicine, 
and the Doftor ; ſo in Books of Dewo- 
tion, (which are a kind of Phyfick for 
the Mind) to have one of the Comipo- 
ſare, or of the Writer, both inclines us 
to look after the Praſciptions, and 
Advantages their Operations ; For 
this reaſon I ſhall ſay nothing to diſ- 
parage a Diſcourſe, which is of a Na- 
ture t0 aim more at the being pratliſed 
by the Readers , than the being par- 
don'd; and ſhall not at all repine to ſee 
it find from the Publick as Favoura- 
ble 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ble. a Reception, as it has hitherto weett th 
with in Cloſets. And now, Dear St. | < 
fler, though 1 know you will not ; yet | 
I doubt, my other Readers will ex. a 
ped, that this Letter ſhould, according t 
to the Mode of Epiſtles Dedicatory, | 
be concluded with Commendations of | 
you, and Compliments to you : It be. 
ing almoſt as much out of faſbion in | * 
ſuch Addreſſes to omit giving praiſes, 
as tis to believe the praiſes given on 
ſuch occaſion. But, though T can 
praiſe you without either disbelie- 
wing my felf, or ſearing to be disbelie- | 
ved by any that knows you ; yet, | 
beſides that our Relation , and our | 
Friendſbip would make ſuch a way of | 
writing misbecoming me on all occaft- 
ons; I know your Piety and your 
Modefly, would peculiarly diſallow it 
upon this; where the ſubjet I am 
to entertain you with,is of of ſuch a Na- 
ture 
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' lion to it. The Nature of my'T heme; 
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The Epsſtle Dedicatory. 
ture, as would. make a Flaunting Ad. 
dreſs, but a wery unfeitable Introdu- 


as well as the firibfzeſs of your Vir- 
tue, and our Friendſhip, forbidding me 
here to celebrate you,otherwiſe than 
by letting the World ſee, that 1 dare, 
even in a Pedicatory Adreſs, with- 
out fear of diſpleaſing you, forbear to 


' celebrate you. And if it be demand- 


ed, why then I refrain not likewiſe 


from writing 10” you a Dedication ? 


I ſhall anſwer , That I am unwilling 


| to loſe this opptrtunity of making a 
| publick acknowledgment , that as I 


have the Honour to be your Brother, 
and your Friend, ſo I have the. Fu- 


ſlice to think it very much my Happi- 


neſsto be ſo : Eſpecially, fince you are 
pleaſed to aſſure me, That my Re- 
lation to you has rather been the oc- 
caſion than the ground of a Friend- 


ſhip, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſhip, that does, whilſt it .enjoyns me" 


to profeſs my ſelf without Comple-- 
ment, Oblige me to be, with alt the 
Sincerity that's poſſible, © 


\ 


My Dear Siſter, 


Your moſt Aﬀettionate Brother, | 


| 
and moſt 


Faithful Humble Servant, 


RoBERT BorLe, 


TR ———— 


Advertiſements to the Reader. 


( As y were Written ſome Years fince, 
when ſome Intelligent Perſons were te 
have a ſight of the following Diſcourſe. ) 


"O prevent thoſe Scruples which elſe might 
ariſe in the peruſal the enſuing Diſcourſe 
e Reader of it is requeſted to take notice. 

1 That though Ignorance ns. been 0 Bay's 
much in faſhion with too many of our 
bility, that ſome Paſeges of the enſuing apers 
may _ unfit to have been written to a Ti 
Gentlemen, yet the Perſon they were adareſs'd to, 
being both a Traveller, a Li wp, and a Scholar, 
it Was not 1 oper to iſe iſcour b, with him at the 
rate ng fare him ſo qualify 4. 

That > e enſuing Letter was not written 
fngk, being but the Laſt of Divers; whoa 
Love in general was Confeſſed, Tofiffh, nd 
I” wherein the received w 

Love was Explicated, Definded L% 
wo wherein Conſtancy and Inconſtancy y 
pA were argued For and Againſt ; wherein 
Platonick Love was Explicated , Celebrated , 
and wherein the Cure of Love was propoſed, 

and 


Advertſements to the Reader. 
audPreſecuted; wherein (to diſpatch) the Contre= 
« wverted Points concerning Love were diſcoursd ofs 
in a way ſuited to. the ſeveral Themes ; and to the 
Flunnrs and  Printiples of the ſuppoſed Writers, 
But all the former Papers, (written in Comple- 
ment to a fiir Lady) though wery free from the 
Gailt of either Licentiouſneſs, cx Prophaneneſs, 
have been by the Author judged tos little Serious, 
either to appear Alone, or to accompany the enſuing 
Diſcourſe, wherein he has ex reſſed his Own Opi- 
pions, 4s in the former he but deduced of theſe 
imaginary Perſons. 

fit. bat the following Paper was to have been 
Attended by. another, wherein the Properties and 
Duties of Seraphick Love wert to have been Ex- 
plicated and infiſted on, but the Author, before 
he had Written that Other, accidentally meeting 
ith a French Book, wherein, though 
what he had already Diſcourſed of _ Arm” Di- 
were not handled, he found that much Moulin. 
of-what he had defigned to ſet down 
was anticipated ;. and the moſt Pertinent Confiderg- 
tions his intended Themes ſuggeſted, were skilfully 
diſplayed already : he fear d it might be injurioas to 
hi Reader, and himſelf, if he ſhould either turn a 
tranferiber of others. Notions, or decline the” beſ 
thoughts belonging to his Themg, tha the Lefs 
Good ones might paſs without ſuſpicion for his 


OmTy, 
IV. That 


- 


Advertiſemients ro the:Reader! 
\ IV. That the wnfing Trifle hatingubren writtis 
| inhefie; dwg amongſt diftrasFing ave 
| cations; and far frons pt —— 
» | Fe Cenfur: of \ Enerned\und. 
| | a Peruſers, Divints c —_ 
= bir requeſte 
* ad uaWwary Engr 
! to bave been 
| 'hnm diſcers.and netratt+ he bggnſaoed 
| by Gell's offiftance; to continue ſtill, chſequions no 
touall zlearer aifeoveries of Truth; to he. abla, torfayg 
, Hawericus efſc:Nolv. , So 


" _— 


wg _ for rofienrd, and: ling wwe 

ons fo-he yore pa pic a athl ofvr ii® 
corrferroete we _—_ & Inf 

fneh- xamrviev arm. rl inde: 


camppoſers of of «his later Natur: 1:#40 mid F 
meght ſometimes muake bold with the Laws of 
treating of \ an” Eternity that ceelitins "them 
not, FE hipid, c1hasthr f71ccoms. token ih faxne of 
his Expreſſions concerning Lov?, and the wonted ob- 
jedts of it, would be excus'd, by its being exatted 
Ly th: D:fga he had uqun Linds- 4 
de,Crhough he had not ( which \, * Defication of 
yer hb: has) otherwiſe accounted for tiowd Letters to 
it, FHle int:nds not to _ thoſ” my Lady T. 7. 
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Advertiſements to the Reader. 
mn erronzous) Traditions of the-Vulgar, whence he 

ines traws Compariſons, that he may not deny 
himſelf the: Eiberty taken by the Generality of -Wris 
ters (without excepting the Learned:r fort of them ) 


who ſtrupleiytit in Popular Compoſurer, to make: Si 


milies and: Albefions erounded on Popular Traditions. 
4nd. P v. As for: thoſe common Plates, 
which. t of "our [ Aluthor's Diſcourſe allow'd 
him mot te:dertina, he hopes the Reader will diſceris 
by his way of Writing, that. be loves to uſe \them, 
noti'es Travellers, but as Flunters uſe the Highs 
wajsr For. the» Traveller, "when ht. once guts .anto 


the \Rtad , araites "1 it his afidieſs tor beep; mit | 


whereas ithe of fanter, if the weeets. one ing: in his. 
war, is notifondof Sizing mit; but aindbly> Croſſes 
its” on. Trawerſes ſo: much of it, 45 t3-requifi tobe 
paſt through\in the purſuit of his Game.” \ Anid laſt+ 
hi, if in ome few Paſſes of tht folloming Lene 
(rſpecially about-1he beginning wof1t:). the Exprefſi 
ons are leſs. Grave and Solon. than th: Defien; 
the.” Author hopes,” that even They will y:t\ appear 
tolerably Serions, for the  Aireſt parts of a Letter, 
#ritten by on: Toung Gentleman to another. 
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My D-ar:ft Lindamor, 


Am very much delighted to learn 

both by the voice of Fame, and 

the Information of mucl more 
credible Relators, that /fermiont's 

cold uſage has cur'd you of the 

Fever her ſcorching Eyes had given you : 
And thar when once you found your {clf 


{ reſerved, to ſhew, what w her 


Eyes were able to perform, you ſeaſon» 
ably reſolv'd to become an Inſtance of 
the Power, rather of Reaſon, than of Love ; 
and accordingly, did your ſelf the right: 


| to fruſtrate the vain hop?s, your inlulting 


Miſtrils cheriſh'd, ro manifeſt - in you, 
B 2 that 
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that her Charms were capable to make 

our Flame perlevere, when her change 
had madr-it as well cauſeleſs as hopelets: 
I could with indeed for your ſake, that 


you owed your Cure more entirely to 


——_ —— - 


your Reaſon, and leſs to your Reſenz- 
ment; that the extraction of your frge- © 


dom may no ways blemiſh it. Burt, ſince 
unallay'd SatisfaCtions are Joys too Hea- 
venly to-fall ro many. Mens ſhares on 

, T cannot but conelude, that-your 
Recavery, even on theſe Terms, dgſerves 
I ſhould congratulate ir. For, the Fre.ch 
fay truly, that Les plus courtes Folies ſont 
les meilleures. And Liberty being too 


high a :Blefling ro be diveſtible of har | 


nature by Circumſtances ; I ( that (eldp 

deplore.him, who, by loſing his Miſtrils, 
recovers himſelf) rhink that Fermone 
has bur intentionally, not eventuallydif- 
oblig'd you ; and hath-made your flames 
a_ better return, by reltoring you - your 
own Heart,:than the could haye done by 
exchanging hers for it. - But that, which 
not leatt endears to me your Recovery, 
is, that | am--afſur'd by Pertons, from 
whom | date: credit cyen -{o welcome 
News, that my endeavors: prov 'd {o haps 
p7, as to be conducive ro it, and, that 


Ce 


OO Seraphick Dove. 
the Conſiderations 1 ventur'd to preſent 
you, did ar leaſt ſo far contribute ro your 
freedom, as to give youthe deſire _ the 
deſign of regaining it. For, I 4 
po Ho tell you, thet I ſeldom uſe En- 
deavors, whole proſperouſneſs is more 
welcome to me, than thoſe that aſpire to 
ſerve Lindamor. And though I cannor 
ever pay you any great Services in rela- 
tion to my valtly greater deſires, yet I 
can ſcarce do you little ones in relation 
to the delight reſulring from the having 
done you any. Nor has the joy which 
this ſucceſs of my diſcourſes brings me, 
being ſparingly encreas'd by my having 


'venturd them with much more deſire, 


than expectation of their Proſpering ; and 
leſs out of any ſtrong hope they would 
ſucceed, than out of an unwillingneſs to 
leave the means, I thought leaſt impro+ 
bable unaſlay'd : Being invited to excite 
you to greater _ than I durſt allow 
my ſelf for you, by the example of Ge- 


nerals, who, wharſoeyer diltruſtful 
thoughts they harbor in their Breaſts, 
ſuppoſe, that (before the Barrel) ro make 
their Soldiers Fight ſuccelsfully, ris as 
well conducive as requiſite, by encoura- 
gimg Orations, to make them think oy 
A 
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all do ſo. For, although I endeavour'd 
ndeed to. perſwade you,” that Reaſon be» 
ing barn Sovereigi of the Paſſiqns, though 
her Lenity or Supineneſs do {ametimes 
both occation and permit their Uſurpa- 
tions; ſhe is {ſeldom {fo diveſted of her 
Native Power, but that wienſoever the 
picaleth ro imploy what ſhe hath leff, 
the is able ro reſume what ſhe hath loſt ; 
And though I was willing you ſhoulc be- 
lieve, rhat to perfect what your Reient- 
ment had begun, was a 'Task fo eake, 
that the Victory was as much in your 
Power as the rclolution of attempring it; 
yer, notwithſtanding all this, 1 fay, I was 
once half perlwaded, that to undertake 
the Curing of a Loyer, was the next 
Weaknels to the being one. And, Lin- 
damor, to dcal ingeniquſly with you, your 
Recovery hath ; cn ow in ir, that 
mak2 me very apprehenſive that you arg 
not yet gut of the Ganger of a R2iaple, 
and that you have nor half fo abſolutely 
abandon'd your former Amorous Conr 
ititution of Mind, as the former Idol of 
it. 1] know that from a Perlon, who, for 
one that hath never vet þeen burr by 
Cupia, 1s acculed ci ultng him ilghingly, 
and ievcrely enough, you will cxyect Enx 
aCcayours 
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 Sraphick Love. 
deavours to preſerve'you from Relapſes, 


\ by ſuch difſuaſions from Love; as irs Vo- 


caries will ſcarce vouchſafe ſo mild a Title 
to, as that of Invedtives againſt it. And 
I ſhall Ingeniouſly acknowledge, Linda- 
mor, that I have been ſometimes no very 
unready Satyriſt on that Theme ; and 
with a Pen rclithing of the Liberty 1 che- 
rith'd in my Heart, endeavour'd to diſa- 
buſe thoſe ſervile Souls, char being born 
to Reaſon, fo far degraded themſelves as 
to boaft ſolely an exceſs of Paſſion; and 
had ſuch low and narrow Thoughts of 
Felicity and Miſery, as to exped& eirher 
froma Womans ufage. All which }choughr 
I might the freelier do , becauſe having 
never known the Infelicities of Love, bur 
in the ſufferings of others, I might pro- 
bably ſuppoſe, chat my Declamarions a- 
gainlt it would paſs for the produQtions 
of my Reaſon, not my Revenge. Bur, 
Lindamor, though the extravagancies of 
{ome Mens folly, have been tqmetimes 
too great, to ler me avoid laughing lome- 
whar Satyrically ar it, yet I am really too 
little an Enemy to Love, uanlcts exceilive 
or miſ-placed, by indiſtinct and disfigu- 
ring Conliderations,. to repreſent to you 
the Nobleit Paſſjon of the Mind, as its 
B 4 molt 
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moſt hideous and -farmidable Diſcafe; -' 

To love even with {ome paſſionatneſs, 
the Perſon you would:-Marry, is nor 
only allowable, but Expedient, being al- 
molt neceſſary ta the Dury of fixing your 
aticftion, - where you have once engaged 
your Faith ; for, it- hath been obferv'd, 
that Love-docth feldom fiiffer it {eif ro be 
confin'd by other Matches, than rhole of 
its own making. And:few, but they, 
that are fo wiſe as they fee caule ro be 
almoſt in Love beforc-hand with. choſe 
they Marry, prove. {0 honeſt, as | after- 
wards to be in Love with none elie. Since 
therefore, the, Marriage of a wite Man 
juppoſcs ar leaſt as high adegree of Love, 
as he is capable to cncrith, withour for- 
tcitng that Title ; I:can ſcarce difallow 
the being moderately in Love, withour be- 
ing injuriousto Marriage, which is a Rela- 
tion, that though I-can with much leſs 
relutancy permut- others, than contract 
my ſelf; yet dare I not abſolutely cons 
demn a .condition of Life, as expedient 
to no Man, without which, even Paradice 
and Innocence were not ſufficient to com- 
pleat the happinets of the firſt Man. Thus 
you ſee, Lindamor, that I do not promit- 
eyouſly. Quarrel with all ſorts ot _ 


but endeavour only ro poſſeſs you 'with 
this Truth, that as anciently among the 
Fews, there were odoriferous Unguents, 
which ir was neither unuſual nor unlaw- 


ful to anoint themſelves, with, or beſtow 


upon their Friends; but there was a cer- 
rain peculiar compoſition too, of a pre- 
cious Oyntment, which God having re- 
fery'd to be employ'd in his own Service; 
with that, the perfuming of their Friends 
was Criminal = Sacrilegious : So = 
are lared de of Love, which 'ris 
not fSbidden "70 for a Friend, a 
Miltriſs, or a Wife ; but there 1s too a 
certain peculiar ſtrain, or (if I' may ſo 


. call it) Heroick Temperament of Love, 


which, where-ever it js found, makes -it 
belong , as unalienable, as juſtly unto 
God. A virruous Wife may love both her 
Husband's Relations and her own, and 
yer be truly ſaid ro love him with her 
whole Heart; becauſe there 1s a certain 
unrivall'd degree of kindneſs ; and a pe- 
culiar fort of Love, which conſtirures 
rue conjugal affection, that the confines 
to him, and reſerves intircly for him, 
and would think it Criminal ro harbour 
for any other Perlon: So a Religious 
Soul may obey the Commaril of Loving 

ON God 
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God entirely, though Therallow her Af- 
fetioas other Objects; provided rhey be 
kept in due Subordination to, and kept 
from cntring into Comprrition with that 
Love, which ought to be appropriated ro 
Him ; and which reſults chiefly from, an 
cither altogether or almoſt unincreaſable 
Elevation, and valtneſs of Aﬀection; from 
an entire Reſignment to, and an abſolure 
Dependance on the Lov'd Party; from a 
reſtle(s Diſquict upon the leaſt ſenſe or 
doubt of her Ditplealure ; from a greater 
Concern in her Intereſts than ones own; 
from an Expectation no lels than Felici- 
ty or Wretchedneſs from her Friendſhip 
or Indignation ; or ar leaſt a Perſuaded- 
nets that nothing can be a greater Hap- 
pineſs than her Favour, or deſerve the 
name of Happineſs without it. For, 
wherc-ever a Paliion has thele Properties, 
or any of them, conſpicuous in it ; it can- 
not, bur by being Conſecrared to God, 
avoid becoming injurious both to Him 
and to. it ſelf, The very Noblenei of it 
catiries Him to it: As in ſoms Kingdoms, 
(and particularly here in Enz/and).though 
Veins of courſer Metals may belong to 
the Owner of rhe Soil they grow in, yet 
all the Mines of the more perfe& Merals 
& 
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(as Gold and Silver) ace by "the 'Law 
made Mines-Royal, 'and belong to the 
King, to whom their value appropriates 
them. By reflecting upon this peculiar 
Notion of Love, you may be pleas'd, 
Lindamor, to interpret ſuch Indefinite Ex- 
preſiions as you may meet with in the 
following Dilcourſe. And this Love, I 
have taken the freedom to ſtyle Seraphick 
Love ( not out of any aticctation of Tu- 
mid Words or Titles, but) borrowing 
the name from (if the Romiſh Divines 
be good Marſhals of the Heavenly Holt) 
thote Nobler Spirirs of the Carleſital Hie- 
zarcy, whoſe Name in the Language to 
which it belongs, ex- _ We 
preſſes them to be of yrs Yume Spin, in He 
a flaming nature; and raph, which 6gnifies to burn or 
wh imployment flime: Whence, Numb. 21. 6. 


: . thoſe pernicious Creatu.es, that 
( me rioned in the * 57 Tranſl :tors Englnth, Fiery © 


Evan elical Pro her's Serpents, are ſtyled in the O:igi- 
ddodans V 22 ) nal Hamn-cb.ſpa bas ſeraphim. be 
ſujtciently points at the Divine Object, 16.6. 
to which the flames that warm-them, a- © 
ſpire and tend. And methinks, Linda- 
or, that you ſhould find it no faiat In- 
vitation to embrace Seraphick Love, that 
you may baye the Advantage, by mak- 
jng your ſelf a Rival to theſe glorious 


Spirits ; 


TO 
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cy to make them your Friends, and 

e Honor to be ingaged 'in a Service, 
where you are fure of ſuch illuſtrious 
Concurrents. Ar leaſt if you be of the 
mind of that generous Youth, (to whoſe 
{uccefsful Valour the Conquer'd World 
was both Theatre and Trophy) who re+ 
fus'd to run at the Olympick Games, be- 
cauſe there were no Monarchs to run with 
him. _ fear, pe ward I _ a little 
digrels'd; ſince I might have told you in 
fewer words, That mg not my rd ay ifn 
this Paper, to declaim againſt Love in ge» 
neral, or make a ſolemn Harangue of the 
Fickleneſs of Women; and that therefore, 
as when young Gallants (fuch as you, 
Linaamor ) are tubjedt to caſt away their 
Love upon unfir Objeds, their diſcreet 
Friends, (enfible of the rruth of the 7a- 
Lan Comick's obſervation, that 


Onefta contra amore 
E troppo frale ſcherms 


In giovineito cuore. 


fu youthful Hearts bare Virtnes 
wont to prove 
But « weak Shield againſt th: 
darts of Lowe. ) 
without 


ve 3 DY erring 
tothe True Ex yon Paſlion was born 
mold Satisfying 'it.can enjoy.  Yes,1Ei6 
Gamer, AS it has hitherto been my notun» 


Addreſs it. I with'd it withdrawn from 
Hermione, not to annihilate ir, bur to 
Transfigure it : I woald not have a Pati» 
on: Which wanted nothing bur a due Qb- 
ject, to be Seraphick Love, like vulgacMen, 
be {\wallow'd up by Death, the common 

Fate; 


- Numb. 
=— Ca. 21.. 
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Fate: Bur be enobled/ by a Deſtiny lik® 
that of  Ezvch and A who, having 
ccaS'd to converſe with Mortals, Dy'd not, 
bur: were. Tranſlated into Heaven. 
Whar'has been faid already, Lindemer, 
hath," it:4&ms,' ſuffic'd 'ro 'retifie your 
Love, by-Diſabuſing it, and ſhewing you; 


how unfitly it was 'd on its former 
Objects. - Your iency in That, - in- 
vites/ me to procced with you to 4 new 


Leſſon; and. ( mindful/of that true Saying 
of an Eminent Farher, Nemo aliquem amas, 
quem non vnlt fſe —_— to I 
to: exalr paſſion by Directing 
and ape an Object, the due Cons 
ion: of whoſt Lovelinels may cure 
as perfedtly all hurts received from! any 
Mortal Beaury, as anciently rhe Sight of 
the: Myſterious Serpent-on the Pole- did 
cure the hurts the fiery Serpents gave. 
For, ' ſince to gaze ſtedfaſtly on atv out» 
ward Beauty, where all your looking will 
bur diſcover the {ame face, is found to cf- 
feftual to Kindle or to Blow the fre of 
Love, ( which the Greeks prettily' cnough 
expreis by their #** * tear yirerar i4@» ) 
how . much muſt a due Contemplation 
enamour us of that Divine, and, though 
Refulgent. yer evermore and more Dif- 
| coyerablc 
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coverable Object, where Atrention' and 
Wonder ſtill mutually excite and cheriſh 
cach *other > Whenee the zealouſeſt and 
Lovers of God are/the glorio 
Angels, of whom our Saviour fays,;''That 
in Heaven, they always behold the face of his Watth.18 
Father which is in Heaven ; and bleſs *** 
ſed Saints, whoſe imploymear, and whoſe 
o Joe ” the ; a ro 
be,''7s fo the Lamb whither FRev.14-4 
And carr unblemiſh'd' Perſons © et res 
thay:iplace| recorded to have | kept. them- 
fclnes. Undefiled /by mortal. Beauties; to 
wach:us; thar the nearer and; clearer In- 
raizjon, that Heaven affords them of the 
tr of their Paſſion; was nor 
it, : but -cthe Recompence ; 
Drhrmgs W they: liv'd Brides have on 
Earth, bar, ras ch a {peculation, as I am 
recommending: (Lindamor) to You, where» 
with they liv'd\{ ro borrow the 
on uſed of Moſes) as ſeeing hin who i in- 
viſible ;-a Sight, whole Glory made them ; = —_ 
look on fading Beauties, with as unda- * 
zel'd and yntroubV'd Eyes, as Eagles can 
be ſuppos'd to caſt on Glo-worms when 
they have . been newly gazing on the 
Sun. 
To engage your Love, CO * 3 
$ 


this ſublimeft._ of objects, F ſhall ideſwe; 
thar all that-1 have faic to divert your 
former- flames, and all-that may fay-ro 
depreciate and diſcredit thoſe. 

and diſquieting Amours, that are wont ta 
invcagle Mortals, may. be lookr _ a3 
meant, rather by way of Prepararive, than 

of Motive, aiming but to. diſabuſe and, 
redtifie. your: Mind, 'that- with 


- and: unprepoſſe(sd thoughts, you may 


judge of 'the., Object! propale:to your 
Which, ro qualitic rug bur impacs 
tial to, this method 'ftctn'd 
being: but iniploy'd upon'fuch. a {core;»as 
that on which the Piatoniſts ute roopee- 
mile certain virrues, which they” ( 

) calld rr ny 19 

wi re" 


thar Te Eye freed from all. darkning and 
ditguifing Tinctures, may the more per- 
fe&bly ditcern fe objects, preſented to it: 
And: Anne +> the Love. ould perluado, 
1s of a nature, that makesnothing more 
conducive to-1t than the greareſt uncloud- 
edneisof the Eye,and the pertetteſtilluſtra- 
tion of the Object: whiclr is ſuch, that the 
clearetb reaſon is the moſt advantageous 
Light 


Seraphick Love. 
Light it can deſire to be ſeen by, You 
Know the Story of that witty Wench, who 
us'd merrily to wiſh her Lover all good 
Qualities, but a good Underſtanding ; for 
Thar, ſaid ſhe, would make them out of 
Love with me. The Divine Object, to 
which I would Prefer you, Lindamor, is 
{o far from being obnoxious to a Danger 
of that Nature, that I need not Diſpa- 
rage any other to Enamour you of thus. 
For, the Creator is too full of Excellen- 
cies tonced to be recommended or ſet off 
by the Creature's Defects. He was So* 
veraignly Lovely in Himlelf, before they 


® had a Being ; nor has his giving us that 


| Paſſion call'd Love, made him the uns 
| fitter Object for ir. To love God, but he- 
cauſe your Miſtriſs has perſonal faults, is 
{ a greater, than any of thoſe for which 
! you have declin'd her ; and is ſuch a So= 
ceciſm in Seraphick Love, as it were in the 
Perſian Religion,(for that has yer embra- 
cers in the Eaſt, as thoſe, that have ehere 
convers'd with them, aſſure me) to make 
the Spots that blemiih the Moon their 
Motives of their worſhipping the Sun. 
Fermione is a Lady, to whole noble Re- 
lations I am too much a Seryanrt, not to 


have a Reſpect for Her ; and I cannor; 
'$ 


* rhouet 
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without concluding her an Extraordinary 

on, remember how lately ſhe enjoy'd 
the honour of Captivating Lindamer ; and 
though ſhe has ſince, by injuriouſly De- 
clining, juſtly forfeited the glorious Ti- 
tle of his Miſtrifs ; yet the Qualities, that 
gave it her, made me, among divers 0- 
thers, like her ſo well, that "tis now my 
Quarrel to her, that ſhe Is not what ihe 
Was. And therefore whatever may fall 
from my Pen to her diladvantage, re- 
lates to Her but as ſhe was, or may again 
be, an Obſtacle to your devortedneſs to 
Saraphick Love. To ingage you to which, 
(all rhis notwithſtanding, Lindamor) I 
I muſt do you the right to tell you, that 
God deſerves the higheſt Elevation of your 
Love, though Hermione had not rejected 
it, Were ſhe not only as Handſome as 
you fancy'd her, but as Conſtant as you 
wiſhed her, her Beauty, and her Friendſhip + 
too concurring,could not have made her 
other than as Diſadvantageous as Inju- 
rious, a Rival unto God; and, in the ve- 
ry Fruition of as obliging Returns as her 
Kindnels could have made your Paſſion, 
ſhe would have deſery'd bur a more 
moderate . Degree of it. Angels, to 
whom Women were never falſe, or cru- 


cl 
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el, love their Maker above all things : 


unto God. Would not your ſelf, Linda- 
mer, have thought your Z7:rmone abſo- 
lutely handſome, though Moors had not 
worn the Devils Livery ; and the thing 
call'd deformity, had been as much a 
ſtranger, as it 15 unwelcome to her Sex? 
tis true, ſuch is our frailty, that, As the 
Iſraelites -needed a cruel and oppreſſive 
Bondage in Egypt, to make them relolve 
on returning to the Bleſſed Land of Ca+ 
naan i {0 oftentimes, the amorous Soul 
needs the harſh uſage of a diſdainful Mi- 
{triſs, ro diſguſt it with irs Thraldom, and 
make it aſpire to its more genuine and 
ſarisfying object. I may therefore allow 
Fermione's defeCts to have given you free« 
dom and occaſion to conſider the Prero» 
gatives of Seraphick Love : bur I muſt not 
allow them to be the chief Motives of 
your Embracing it. For, it were roo in+ 
jurious to its glorious object, to make 
that bur the refuge of a defeated Paſſion, 
Whoſe tranſcendency Entitles it to more 
than the moſt elevated and entire one. 
Alas, God needs not theſe beggerly 
Parallels with any fading ObjeQts, to be- 

C 2 come 


and he ro whom St. John preſents his Ado» ng 


ration, refuſed it for himſelf to dire ir 
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come that of our diſabus'd Devotion, and 
he were lovely without Compariſon, as 
well as he is {o far above it. And though 
I be not ſo unjuſt ro deny, that there 
are Ladies ({ome of which I have the 
Happineſs not to be unknown to my ſelf) 
whole Excellencies are capable to enno- 
ble their whole Sex : Yer their greateſt 
Accompliſhments, compar'd to His Perfe- 
tions, whole Gifts they are, are in that 
Eclipſing company, as inconſpicuous as 
the faint Qualitics of more ordinary per- 
fons. As when in a clear Morning, the 
Riſing-Sun vouchſafes to viſit us, as well 
thoſe bright Stars that did adorn our He- 
miſphere, as thoſe dark ſhades that did 
benighr it, vaniſh : Conſonantly where- 
unto, give me leaye to obſerve to you, 
Lindamer, that though divers of God's 
Attributes, are , through his goodneſs, 
participated by his Creatures, yer the Scri- 
pture makes lo valt a deſparity berwixt 
the Excellencics that it aſcribes ro Men, 
and the ſame perfeftions conkder'd as 
they exiſt in God, thart it ſeems abſolute- 
ly ro exclude Created Beings from any 
Title to thole Attributes ; becauſe they 
polleſs them bur in a way {ſo inferior to 


| that tranſcendent, peculiar, and Divine 


manner, 


a, w_ 


IY% It Aw * ws OW 


Seravhick Love. X 1; 

manner, in which they belong- to God. 
Thus our Saviour {ays to him that (tas 
king him bur for a Man) call'd him good, 
Why calleſt thou me good ? there is none good 
but ons, \that is,) God, Thus St. Paul 
calls God (or Chriſt) the only Potentate, : Tim. c. 
wir: Iris, though the Earth be ſhared '5 
by ſeveral Potentares ; and even the de- 
vout Eunuch in the As, and the depo= ans... 
ſed Grandees mentioned by the Bleſſed Luk. 52. 
Virgin in her Canrticle, are, in the Ori- 
May ſtyled Potentates. Thus, thongh 
there be wiſe Virgins as well as fooliſh ; *** 255 
and though our Saviour tells us, That the 
Children of this World, are, in their Genera- Py 
tions, wr than the Children of Light : Yet 
S. Pal {cruples not to term his Maker, ' Tim- 1. 
The only wiſe God ; and thus he elſewhere £ 
Paraphraſes him, Ze that hath only im- 
mortality , though Angels and humane 
Souls be Dearbefs. In fo incommunica- 
ble a manner does the Superiority of... . 
God's Nature make him poſſeſs thoſe Vye- 18. 
ry Excellencies, which the Diffuſefiveneſs 
of his Goodneſs, makes him pleafed to 
Communicate. I am the more zealous, 
Lindamor, to transfigure your Love in- 
to Devotion, (which I muſt defire you 
to look upon but as a vary'd name 'for 

C 3 Se- 
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Srraphick Lov?) becauſe I have oblerved 
your Paſſion to have been extremely um- 
patient of Confinement, and to haye 
eſteem'd whatever may be term'd limits 
to be Priſons. Few therefore can need 
more, or deferye better, an  Objeft for 


their Love,for which too immenſe a vaſt- 


neſs were impoſſible. And fuch a one 
jis God , whale Soveraign perfeQions 
render him ſq uncapable of being lov'd 
roo much, that the moſt aſpiring Paſſion 
can ſcarce arrive ({o much,as) to leſſen its 
diſproportion to the Object. Other Paſt 
ons, like other Rivers,are moſt lik'd- when 
they calmly flow within their wonted 
Banks : bur of Seraphick Lowe, as of Ni- 
lus the very Inundations might be de- 
ſirable, aad his overflowings make him 
the more welcome. For mortal Beau- 
ties, our Paſſions are like our ſelves : 
if our Stature chance to exceed a cer- 
tain ſize or Standard, it makes us man- 
ſtrous; but Devotion is like a flawleſs 
Diamond, where the bigneſs Taxes the 
value, and the unuſual bulk both rates 
and inhances the Luſtre and the Price. To 
iveGod all qur loveis the greateſt Com- 
mand þorh of the Law and Goſpel (in its 
capacious and teeming Womb , both 
| | . _ * Com 
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Compriſing and Cheriſhing all the othes 
Services God requires) and that there 1$ 
not more exacted of us, is not, that an 
Addition were Culpable, bur becauſe ic 
is Impoſible. So noble is the Narure 
of Devotion, that ir admits of failings, 
bur by one of the Extreams, which 1s 
that of Defect. For, Mediocrity, (whoſe 
Office 'tis to reſtrain us from approach- 
ing the utmoſt Limits) which in other 
Paſſions is an Excellence, is here an Im- 
perfection. Qr ar leaſt, if Mediocrity be 
that which creates Paſſions, Yirtues, thg 
Mediocrity of this Love muſt conſiſt in 
the Boundleſsneſs of it, ſince thar is it 
which makes it moſt a Virtue. The Man , 
after God's own heart, is not afrajd ta cov, 
own even to his Maker, an Ardency of ©5*/*4 
of Love for Him, which muſt be expreſt $cmer. 
by the ſignificane Metaphor of Thartt > 
and that tuch a Thirſt roo, as makes the 7; /*<*+ 
ting Hart (by Naturaliſts ob{zrved. ro ib 4 pirr. 
a very Dry Creature) bray (as I: emems ** 7 
ber the Hebrew harh it) for thoſe refre- 
ſhing ſtreams, whoſe want diſtreſſes and 
reduces her to an almoſt gaſping Condi- 
tion : My very Soul (faith he) thirſteth for verk. ». 
God. And we know , that Thirſt is 
not only ſq violent an Appetite, that it 
C 4 leſſens 
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leſſens the Wonder of that Monarch's 
Bargain, whom Hiſtory records to have 
parted with his Kingdom for a Cup of 
Water : Burt thirſt doth fo confine our 
Longings to what it craves, that nothin 

elſe can ſatisfie them. The wealth of both 
the Zndies would not excuſe the want of 
aneeded Cup, ſuppoſe rheir Poſleſſor tor- 
mented with an Appetite, which cannot 
be quench'd but by Drink. To which I 
mult add, that the uneaſineſs of unrelie- 
ved Thirſt, is not, like that of other in- 
conveniencies, leſſen'd by Continuance, 
but grows by Laſting, the more Unſup- 
portable. The ſame inſpir'd Poet fcru» 
ples not alſo to profeſs fo ſenſible and ſo 
Active a Concern for God's Intereſts, that 
the zeal of God's Houſe had eaten him up ; 
and hugely troubled he is, that others 
are not aftefted with the ſame Zeal. 7 bes 


reſery'dneſ{$sof his Love, made him think 
thoſe his Friends or Enemies, that were ſo 
to God, Mine eyes ({ays he) ſhall be upon the 
faithful of the Land, that they may dwell with 

we 
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me : He that walketh perfedt in the way, he 


23 


ſhall ſerve me. Do not I hate them, O Lord, Pla. 119 


that hate Thee, and am not I grieved with thoſe, 


that riſe up againit Thee 2 [ hate them with 
a perfett hatred, I count them mine enemies. 
Ar this Rate did pious David love his 
Maker ; but he was fo far from thinking 
this Rate Excefſive,that, tranſported by the 
Senſe of his Perſonal Diſability, ro pay 
that Divine Object all the Love that his 
Perfeftions merired ; he is not content 
to rouſe up all his own Faculties to Praiſe 


God, (Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all Pal. 103. 


that is within me bleſs his Holy Name) but " 


he invites all the Godly to affift him in 


the Payment of ſo vaſt a Debt. (Zove Phi. 117. 


the Lord all ye Saints, for &c.) And again, 4 


(Praiſe the Lord, all ye Nations, praiſe him Pal. 138. 


all ye People.) And not content neither fre- 


uently to do this, as may appear b 
very = Mhe Paſſages of his Sacred Poems, 
he extends his Invitation to the Angels; 
and all the other Hoſts of God, and con- 
cludes the Book of Pſalms, with a, iLet 
every thing that hath breath praife the Lord. 
Hallelujah. 


Nor does it invalidate what has now. 5:8. 4. 


been delivered, thar ſome Men have, 
even by Deyout Perlons, bcen blam'd 
h for 


24 Seraphick Love. 
for too much Devorion : for, it was not an 
excels of Love ; but a want of Diſcreti- 
on, that was guilty of their Faults ; The 
Expreſſions of our Love to God ought to 
be regulated, not by'our blind and wild 
Phancies, but by his revealed Will, (as 
Chrift fays, If you love me, keep my Conr- 
mandments) and therefore it is very pollt- 
ble ro be Too devour, not becauſe any 
Expreſſion of Seraphick Love can be made 
with roo much Ardency, whilſt 'tis con- 
ſider'd abſtractedly in it (elf, and irrela- 
tively to thereſt ; But becauſe that there 
being ſeveral Duties of Love, which re- 
quire an Ardency of it, 'tis injurious to 
exerciſe all that in one alone, or a few, 
that belongs equally ro rhe neglected 
others. We muſt nor (as too many 
Profeſſors are now wont to do, of 
whoſe Error you may receive a fuller 
account in ſome other Papers) daſh in 
pieces the rwo Tables of the Law againſt 
one another; But muſt fo love God with 
all our hearts, as to love our Neighbour as our 
ſelves. You know what our Saviour faith 
to the Phariſees, that Tithed Mint; and 
Cummin, with a negle&t of Judgment , 

Marth. 23, Mercy,and Faith, thoſe weightier matrers 
23. of the Law; Theſe ought you (is) to have 
do 


ne, 


| Seraphick Love, + 25 
Tan dotte, and not to leave the other undone, And, 
ets indeed, this Partiality, Lindanfor, which 
The makes us diſplay ſo much of the ſtrength 
"oo and vigor of our Spirits in ſome Favourite- 
yild Duties, that we can but languidly and 


(as paventdeetly perform thoſe others we are 
| els fon 


_ d of, begets in Devotion aDi- 
ft- ; ſeaſe, not unlike that new one in Chil- 
Ny ? dren wecall the Rickets, which ſome Lear- 
de ned Phycians do not improbably conceive 
wei ro ariſe from the ynequal Nutrition of 
la- the parts. For, though none of them re- 
_ ceive excellive Nourſhment, yet ſome of 
_ them receiving as much as is convenient 


wa for them, and thereby growing up to 
W, their natural bigneſs, whilſt others are 
ed leſs nouriſh'd than (were the Body health- 
1 ful) they would be, do grow 1o little, 
of that the ſounder parts ſeem - over» 
_s grown, and fo the diſproportion betwixr 
A them and the Ricketing ones, makes 
it the whole Body they Compole miſhap- 
G pen and unweildy, But, Lindamor , 


4 this proves nox that we can love God 
h too much, but only that we may im- 
{| ploy roo much of that Love, in this 
, or that -way of Expreſſing it. Whilſt 
$ we are (as Fob ſpeaks) Inhabitants of theſe job. 4. 19. 
y houſes of (ley, there are many Durics, 


» which 


1 King.19. 
Fl 


Seraphick Love. 

which do as well Challenge an inrenfiry 
of our Aﬀections, as thoſe which relate 
more immediately tro God. As St. Paw 
rells us, that there is difference berwixr 
Married and Single perſons, the Aﬀedti- 
ons of the one being atLiberty to devote 
themſelves more undiſtratedly to God, 
whereas thoſe of rhe other are diſtracted; 
(as Adam's were, betwixt his Maker: and 
his Rib.) Burt, where a direct and imme- 
diate Expreflion of love to God defrauds 
not any other Duty, there it is free from 
the danger of Exceſs. - Though Prayers 
may ealily bc too long, and Faſts grow 
exorbitant ; yer Chrift could ſpend the 
whole Night in Prayer, and Faſt forty 
days without immoderateneſs, when 
the other Expreſſions of his Love to his 
Father, and the other- Exerciſes of his 
Mediatory Function , were not there> 
by diſturb'd, but further'd and promo- 
red. And fo Elijah might inculpabl 

faſt long, when that faſting did nor dif: 
able him to proſecute his Journey to the 
Mount of God ; and though juſt men 
here on Earth muſt expreſs their Love 
to their Maſter by .(that buſie diſtract 
ing, and remoter way of Seryice) trade- 
ing with his Talenr truſted ro them; 


yer 


[1 
« 


Seraphick Love. 
yet when their diveſture of Morality diſ- 
penſes rhem from thoſe laborious and 
avocating Duties to diſtreſſed Chriſtians, 
and their own ſecular Relations, which are 
here requiſite to be perform'd ; their glo- 
rify'd Spirits may now, without any um- 
moderate Devotion, imploy, Ifay not, 
their time, but their Erernity it (elf in 
:converſing with God, and following the | 

fLamb whitherſvever he goes. And cone 3457: 
gruouſly Iobſerve, that the four Myſte- 
rious Beaſts, allow'd to approach neareſt 
ro the Throne of God. though their 
many Wings, and more numerous eyes, 
intimate them of a very active Nature, 
are repreſented to us in the Apocalyple, 
as addicted but to one Imployment, cea- 

ſing neither day nor night from ſaying, Holy, 

Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty; and from Vec. & 

iving Glory, and Honor, and Thanks unto 

Jim, And of thoſe that have whited theis 

Robes in the Blood of the Lamb, this AC 

count is in the ſame Book given us, that ge..,..y; 

they are beforc the Throne of God, and ſerve 's 

him day and night in his Temple. So true 

is it, that no degree of Seraphick Love 

can be Exceſſive, nay, not any Exprel- 

ſion of it immoderate, unleſs ir be made 

{o, not by its greatnels, bur by its uſur- 
pation, 


1$ 
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tion, whereby it cither ingroſles or in- 
Fides what = hi to its injur'd and lan- 
guiſhing Aſfociates. Our Love unto the 
Creatures is a Preſent, but unto God it 
is a Tribute, and though we may caſily 
play the Prodigal in parting (over-freely) 
with our Gifts, we can ſcarce be fo in 
the Payment of our Debts; for , be the 
Sums never fo vaſt we pay away, their 
being due, in ſpite of their being grear, 
makes the Disburſment too much an Act 
of Juſtice, to be one of Profuſeneſs. Se« 
raphick Love, (whoſe Paſſionatenels is its 
beſt Complexion) has then moſt ap» 
proach'd its nobleſt meaſure, when it can 
leaſt be meaſur'd : nor ought its extent 
ro admit any other limits, than an utter 
diſability to exceed thoſe that terminate 
it. For he alone loves God as much as 
he ought, that loving him as much as 
he can, ſtrives to repair the deplot'd 
imperfection of that Love, with an ex+ 
treme regret to find his Love no greater. 
Such a tublimity of Love will beſt En+ 
title you the Conlolation accruing from 
that memorable pallage of Sr. John, 


"where he ſays, that God « Lowe, and 


he that dwelleth in Love dwelleth in God, 
had Ged in him, which ſupplies Ime with a 
forcible 


Seraphick Love. 

forcible Inducemenr, to invite you-to an 
eager aſpiring to a Tranſcedency in De- 
yotion, ſince it may render Self-denial 
ſo eaſe, that 'twill (at laſt) almoſt di- 
veſt that Name. For, this ſublimer Love 
being, by an intimate ConjunCtion with 
its Object, wholly devoted to ir, and 
throughly refined from all baſe droſs of 
Seltiſhnels and intereſt, nobly begets a 
a moſt ſtrict Union of our Wills with 
God's (or rather) a perfect Submiſſion of 
the one to the other. And thus, when it 
is become your Will to obey His, no 
Diſpenſations of Providence will immo- 
derately diſquiet you, for you polleſs 
your Wiſhes in General, and in Bulk, 
though poſſibly nor always in Retail. 
For, your chiefeſt Deſire being to ſee 
your Maker's Will fulfil'd, your know- 
edge of his being the Sovereign and un- 
controll'd Diſpoter of the Events, aſſures 
you, thar all Accidents that can befall 
you, are bur exact Accompliſhments of 
his Will, and conſequently of Yours, ſo 
far forth as that is included and compriz'd 
in His. When you have Relign'd, or ra- 
ther Conſign'd, your expropriated Will (if 
I may fo call it) to God, and thereby (as 
it were) entruſted him to Will for _ ; 

all 


Seraphick Love. 
all his Diſpoſals of, and his ,Diſpenſations 
towards _” are, in effe, the As of 
your own Will, with the advantage of 
their being Directed and Specified by Him. 
An advantage that does at once aſſure you 
both of their Reftirude and Succeſs. 
God's Wiſdom, Power, and Love to you 
conſider'd, how much more happy muſt 
you be in your Options of his chuſing 
for. you, than your immediate own 2 The 
Patient thinks himſelf obliged to grati- 
fic his Phyſician for chuſing for him whar 
ſorts of Meat he is to feed on ; though 
the Door be wont to make ſuch a 
choice for him, as deprives him of the 
Dithes he bett likes, and oftentimes con- 
fines him to thoſe he Loaths. Alaſs, How 
often might God ſay of our Requeſts, as 
Chriſt did of thole of the two aſpiring Diſ- 
ciples,.7e know not what ye ask 2 1 admire, 
and bluſh to read in an Heathen Satyriſt 
to Heavenly a Leſſon, as, 


Permittes ipfis expendere Numinibus, 
quid 

Conveniat nobis, rebuſque fit utile no- 
ftres : 

Nam pro Jucundis Utilia queque das 
buzt Di, 

Chariot 
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hat of ils homo, quans fibi mos 
| Ina, Of cars privague Cupidine 


Unto the wiſe Gods the care per- 
mit, 

Of what's for us and our Affairs moſt 
Fir. 

They will for pleaſant things the Beſt 
confer ; 

To whom Man is, than to himſelf, 
more dear, 

We by our blinder Paſſions led a- 


Y, 
Do for a Wife perhaps or Children 


peny : 
Whigh they may chatice refuſe us out 
of Love, 
Knowing what both the Wife and 
Boys would prove. 


The . Conſideration of which made 


a Heathen Philoſopher ſay, That he was 
wont only in general terms ro beg 
Good things of the Gods, leaving-it to 

D ' thera 
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them to derermine* what things» were 
good for him. And indeed our own 
WiſheF are but roo commonly. as blind as 
Rachel's, who having fo eagerly tonged 
for” Children; that ſhevimpaniently cries, 


- me Children, or elſe I dye, died in 


d:bearitif; : And as deſtructive tothe 
Wiſhers, as their Langngs oh 'd+to the 
mucmuring 4[rgelites ,, oathing the 


. wholeſome Manna, Ov Blead of Angels) 


God had / proyided for them, are their 
_ "Bane 1n the Fleſh they had gree- 

Ly;luſted for.  Thus,, Lizdamor, that to 

es Virtue of Selfdenial proves 
od be. lirtle more than a.Son's 'Letter,of 
Artorney to his Father, of whoſe pater- 
nal Kindneſs - and conſummate Abilities 
in the management of Afﬀairs, his cohfi- 
dence amounts unto acertaiuty ; Nay, till 
my ſecond Thoughts chetk the over- 
forward,Impetuoticy of my firlt, Twas, a- 
bour to add, Since God t&lents-an infillite 
fatisfaction in the, Accomplithment of his 
own Will, your Making over your whole 
Will tro God, wilt impart'to you'thar Fe- 
hicity; proportioned to:the degree of rhe 


| Refigmnent. And asthe Eye, WhalliFhy the 


Optick? Nerve ty/d unto the, Head, 16 


GiE's, caa taſte» Delights, which. it is 
"— _ dead 


dead. to, being onceſever'd from it, .chough 
no (otherwiſe) © enjoy the beſt Condition 
of which its inanimate Nature can be 
ed {uppos'd to be capable : So ,,may your 
Will by an Identity or Sameneſs (in 'Ten- 
bn dency, though nor in Nature) with your 
Makers, as 'twere Engrafted into Gods, 
he receive a new and enlarged Capacity , 
he } Which will enable you to contain and re- 
's) liſh Joys, highly cranſcending thole , 
which the fulleſt Fruition of your private 


E Wiſhes were able ro create. Thus Self 
{o denial is a kind of Holy Aſſociation with 
'eS God, and (by making you his Partner) 


of | intereſles you \in all his Happineſs, and 
! Acquiſitions. And conſonanzly we ſec 
; that Glorify'd Saints and Bleſſed Angels, 
G whoſe Will have the moſt exquiſite and 
ill exact Conformity to Gods, enjoy a Hap- 
5 pinels moſt approaching his ; . whereas 
the Apoltate Spirits, in a confirm'd re- 
pugnancy to his Will, find the extremy 
of  wretchednels. | 
But though I dare not own, Lindamor, 


"a | 
1.3 fo bold a Sally, yer I dare without ſcru- Sect. 5. 


dl 
i= |} ple improve the Dilſcourle that preceed- 
\e {| <d it, ro make out to you an adyanta- 
© #3 geous difference of Seraphick Lowe from 
is 3} ordinary Flames. For, he that-makes, 
d | D 2 a pre- 


Seraphick Lyve. 
2 Preſent of his Heart to any Mortal 
Beauty, even by her welcoming it, and 
Lodging it with herown,/ grows ſubje& to 
have it wounded in herBreaſt. Thofe miſ- 
forrunes reach him that would {otherwiſe 
terminate in her : Her afflitions torment 
him, whilſt his own reprieve him; and 
the Feliciry of two Perſons grows requi- 
ſrre ro make one Happy. The lettin 
out-our Love to mutable Objects, dot 
but inlarge our Hearrs, and make them 
the-wider marks for Fortune, and capa- 
ble of being wounded in more places : 
for, akhough Love may as well make us 
participate the Joys, as reſent the infeli- 
cities of the parties lov'd ; yer even the 
leaſt unhappy Perſons do in ſo fickle and 
{0 rempeſtuous a Sea, as we all find rhis 
World, meet with ſo many more either 
croſs Winds, or ſtormy Guſts, than pro- 
' tperous Gales ; and we arc {o much more 
enſible of Pain than Plealare, (an aching 
Corn, though leſs than a Sickneſs, unfit- 
ting us to reliſh the etherwiie perfect 
heaith of rhe whole Body) that even 
Friendſhip ir ſelf thongh a-much calmer af: 
fection than Love, ought to bedeclin'd as 
injurious to our quict, did we- conſider 
it bur as a Partnerihip of Fortunes, nor 
an 


t 
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an exerciſe of Virtues. But he, whoſe 


wiſer Love ſettles it ſelf on God, is-nort 
only by the Immutable, and even Eſſen- 
tial: Happineſs of rhat adorable Obje&, 
ſecurd from icipated Infelicities; bur 
finds his SE Croſles and Diſtreſles 
fwectned by confidering , that whar: he 


moſt Loves is moſt Happy, and as able 
-aS willing in due time to make him ſb. 


And though S:raphick Love makes us par» 
rake. but God's Felicities, yer his accep- 
rance'of it makes him reſent our ſorrows : 


3F 


Is all their afflictions he was afflicted, (lays Ef. 6:.p 


the Propher of God, and of the /ſraetites. 


And fo rhe Son of God, { who is ſo much 


One: with thoſe that love him, that both 


- he as the Head,and they as the Members 
. are ſometimes, as making up one Body, 


call'd by oge Name, Chriſt ) though as : cor. 1. 


high as Heaven above the reach of perſo- I2o 
d our 


nal 'or immediate perſecurions, call 

£0 Szul for an intention of harming thoſe 
that lov'd him, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſf 
thou me > And to demonſtrate the tender- 
nels of this compaſſion , the Propher 
lays to the return'd {ſrazlites, concerning 


God, /7: that touch:th you toncheth the 9**.& 


Apple of his Eye. Nor is God's Com- 
pailion like a Miſtreſſes, a grievingonly, 
D 3 and 


"* 
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and an uſeleſs Piry, whereby the ſuffer- 
ing Lover is oftentimes, leſs comforted, 
as it proceeds from her kindneſs,than af- 

iGed, becauſe ir breeds her diſquiet ;' but 
God's»is a Compaſiion,' though Active, 
yer Serene, and worthy of himſelf, which, 
without producing the diſcompoſure, pro- 
diices the Efftedts of 'the moſt {cerifible 
Piry, b aging him” ro a timely xe- 
liek Eh chat freſhly bers oo 


- Exprefſion,” 7z "all :their afflictions. he"was 


afflicted,” is immediately followed by; and 


*rhe Angel of hi preſence ſaved them ; in his 


love; and in his "pay he redtemed them, \ and 
he bare then. and carried them. all thei\days of 


; ofd. 3: Yes, this Pity; for its 'nor' difturb- 


ing:God's Happineſs, enclines 'him not 


'the lets to expreſs a Senſe of our Miſeries, 
2and [makes'us find (to ufe a Scripture 
-Ptmaſe;as-F would render it) cw «is 4'x2eor 
Pcb. 416 Eni94v (Grace for an opportune relief, lay, 


with the Divine Wrirer, an opportune or 
ſraſonable relief ; becaule ir comes not 
always ' when it is-- moſt defired ; bur 
when it is moſt: fit; and when - thar 
is, he that hath ar:.once all prefer, 
paſt, and future things in his proſpect, 
is 5:21 ro derermine, Chrift's words 

> ns Dilcip.es, (Bir rot for you 30 know 
the 


rhe Tivets or tht Seaſons,” whiolks: the, | 
hath pit "in bu awe power); Arccapplicableto 
more Caſes than. that which>:oteJion'd 
chem. The Candaniti 'Worgan mult pur Mat. 7-27» 
2x Refuſal, :and the Reproachfut-name 
'of -2'Dog,” (which-yer by theoway; waſa 
| Paraphert corychonly-cnough us d bythe 
Jews of otheicarien, andias fuch! was 
ptiderſtod& by dhis' 80v+. Genttle aatireet,) ic: 
*'The”'}farfi:e6\1comprifing :qhoIPatriachs jr 
"their Progenitors) were reduced. ro/wait 1: tne 
'Follt hired and-thirry years; .o're they gion och 
. were"introduted into the Promisid Liang; <2 
-and-during 2 great part "of tliatolong 
fpace* of 'ritne;7 languith'd :andigroan'd 
under! the heavy! Burthens, and: orher-as 
© heavy-=-Preſiures; of rhe'as cruelly as un- 
:(uccefsfully Politick Egyptians... Str Pal Eck. 28, 
titmdelf hoey's the Lord thrice dorithe re- : >... ,.. 
moval of that cade 1ia-4 n erag-aelas Bot 7 
"#0" the: fleſh wharover that , dear.) 
"Nay;: of rhe Bleſſed VirgintModerther Luk. 2.48. 
(elf, her. Divehe Son «woult nor ber founc| 
UiiÞthe thirdDay,pthough the loughthur: 
forrowing: And Lazurics,to whom,cvcn 
-quring his . Sicknels,. he- vouelwatec:o (a 
"Title; to which-all Glſars were> bur \Tri- 
-fles)the fiyle:.of Friend, which embold- 1. ::. +. | 
net the pivus oy | ro Paraphrate him 
2 "Th D 4 by 


Gyl. 3.17. 


33 Seraphick Love. 

Veſ 3. by a, Ae whom thou loft ) was permitted 
” on| ro Lye a dying, bur te Die ; 
his R being oy ld i Was 
thought ; was ſo indetd 
to any jeſs Power than Omnigijotence. 

Which -manifeſts, that as no degrec'| of 

Diſtreſs is unrelicvable by: his Power, fo 

no Extremity of it is inconſiſtent with his 

, NO, not with his Friendſhip. 

- He whoſe Spirit inſpired the Prophets; iis 
in the laſt of them re under the 
notion of a Refiner: and 'ris not the cuſtom 
of Refiners to ſnatch the belov'd Metal, 
our of the Fire, as ſoon as it feels the: vio- 
lence of that purifying! Element, nay, nor 
as ſoon as it is Mekeed, by it, but: they ler 
it long endure the, brunt -of the active 

Flames, actuated by exciting Blaſts,rill jr 

have ſtood its due time in the Fire, and 

there obcain'd its full Purity and Splendor. 

And I ops, you will give one that con- 

verſes with Furnaces, though he be no Pre- 

tender to the Philoſo ; Stone, leave to 
implore a Chimical Metaphor,and obſerve, 
that though in Aiflitions, eſpecially Na- 
tional or Publick Calamities, God often- 

times on to make 'no diſtin I 

twixt the Objets of his Compaſſion, 

and thoſe of his Fury, indiſcriminately 
ynvolving 
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involying . them in- the ſame Deſtiny ; 
yer his Pre-icience. and intentions make a 
vaſt difference, : wheze his Inflitions do 
not ſeem to make : As, whet»oa the 
ſame Teſt, and with' the ſelf-lame Fire, 
we urge as well the Gold, as tho blended 
Lead, or Antimony ; but with fore-know- 
ing and deſigning fuch a diſparity in the 


| Events, as to Conſume the ig Mi- 


nerals, or blow . them off into Dro(s. or 
Fumes, and make the Gold more pure agd 


full -of Luſtre. ... 


- 


S 
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Ir is true, Lindames, and (not a beſuſ- $eF, 6, 


of Partiality cowards a Love which 


pected 
.4o lictle needs;it;., #0 be thought fir to, be 


preferr'd before d!1 other Paſtzons) T'ahall 
acknowl is, that the Happinels reſul- 
ting from thoſe many Prerogariyes, I have 
endcayour'd. to dilcqycr to you in a Tran- 
{cendeat degree ofi Seraphick Love, is mo- 
derared by the Etflects of that Sublimiry) 
the Eager Delircs jt creates of a more.com- 
plear 'Fruition, of, arts perfect and Divine 
Object. Such aſpiring allies of the long- 
ing Soul mage. the, languithing Spoule in 


the Canticles cry out, 'Stay me with Flag &utn- 5. 


gons, comfort me with Apples, for I am ſick of 
Love. Such made the caviſh'd Apoſtle 


deſie to return ( for to 1 ſhould rather Phit 1.23 


tranilate 


40 


Sbraphick Love. 


' rranſſate the word, < «ala there, and "fo 


564k. 12 7 find it elſewhere to Aignific) and to be 


Pal. 42-1, 4 
"a ;- 


Mar. v. 


Rev. 22. And,L-t hins ths! & a thirff 


x ; ? 


with Chriſt * | And the \ inſpir'd Poet! thus 
expreſſes 'his Longihgs to the Bleſſed Ob- 
of them; As 1h&-Fart 'panteth aft the 
watey-brooss, 'ſo pantet Þ'nny Stn after thee,/O 


God. My Soul thifft at. for Gd; for the biu- 
ing Gan who hal, Ws nx} yn be- 
fore Gol But Lindantis, it wasific thav to 
— rt to Hea- 
vers," peculiar, %#adQ- - 
Res of Joy; ſhouldbdlr4- 
ſervd" for "us theft And «Hy a food 
Sign, and ſiich/as Woildly'ObjeAs cannge 


" bolt; when the Iſt Mpleatheſs of ohr $2- 


raphick Lover's happineſsAt his Fruirions, 
* proceeds not fre their of Saticfa- 
orinefs,' but his Wart'of 'ay/ entire:Pol- 
ſeflloh of rhem. "And'ler” 'me'tell-:you, 
Lindamor, char everthis uticafic Stare, of 
Septirati6n,is Feethed withas nuch'Allay 
as iseofilftent with its being a Grief, For, 
the Divifie Evidence&and Teacher of Gods 
Love;- pronouncing a'Thirft after-Perſe- 
Ction to be a Tirletoit,(according to thoſe 


' Scriptures, - Bl:ſſ:a ave thry that htngtr and 


thirſt after pighteouſn:ſs;for they ſhall be ſatisfttd. 

HF eopm*,-and whſoe- 
v# will;ltt him takedf the wateroof "Dif* freely) 
and 


j 


and' che Joys''6f Heaven being"fo vaſt, 
that they diffuſe:their Nature roall rhe 
groanded' hopes "men have to obrain 
therh/; each py Mfurance'is anew degree 
of 'thetn,: (id is: acceptable ro our hope, 
-thohgh'Uneafic 2& our deſires. And whefe 
baitifigs-” at” co 'Felicity /:thould 
not” be. more unwelcome for theprefent 
diquier-rhey ſuppoſe, than rhe contra- 
ry-''for | the' zeal: they argue! and the 
Felicity \theÞ/ promile. - For chis Produ- 
; ion of 'the- Spirir in our 'Heatrs may be 
juſtly: ceemed as the Spirichimfelf in Scri- 
OO earxeſt'; ' which ' though by 
vein 


g4ueh , £irvconfelles it telf . nor ro be , c,,.;.;. 


:the! entire Sunny, yer is notonly a'parr of 
{ 1t4{'but a Pied ? And,' Lindagrer, how 
ſuppottable is rhis-thus qualify%d,” Allay 
' of the Joys!6f SeruphickTove, in compa- 
«rifon of tis /d{{quiets;: and "the torments 
"that are'woartitoatrend fenſuat Love > [ 
ſhall not loſe time'to enumerate how ma- 
ny it is flippos#d - to have {ene toi their 
Graves; becauſe, though Ifind thoie Tra- 
gical Stories rifc- enough: in Romances , 
yet I hind them Raritics overy -whicre but 
thoſe fabulous Compoſures; and rhough 

' 'F have had the-Qurioliry: ro” vitir ſome of 
thole warmer Regions,where the Flames of 
Love 


Sor ap hieh Love. 

Love are hr t6 burn with mere 
violence, yet ( bating the Dyels and the 
Pox') I remember net w- have oblery'd 
Love.to have ever been the death of any 
Man: unleſs, ſpeaking. like Phil 
who .make Reaſon the Eſſential Con- 
ſtirvent Form of a :, We: will 
that Love, by dethroning:Reaſon, _ 
it leave the Lovyer-alive,- doth kill 
Man. - Bur, though I am lorh to put fo 
bad a Cowpliment upon; Mankind, -as to 
ay, That Love is wont to deſtroy Mens 
Lives; yet I rhink-it would be.nocalumny 
to fay,.it much diſquiets them. I could 
ask. you, How long many. a Lover -m 
continuea Servant to purchaſe the Honor 
of being taken notice of to be fo? And. I 
could recruit, that Queſtion, with pretty 
ſtore of others of the like nature, bur:thar 
I ſuppoſe your Memory will fave my Pen 
the labour of repreſenting to you. the 
Torments of Love, which they that. feel 
them, would litrle leſsjnitly rhan they do 
frequently ſtile Martyrdoms, if the great- 
nels only, without the Cauſe and Object of 
Men's tufferings, fuflic'd to make them 
Martyrs. And though, the' Condition 
of Lovers be in Romances {0 dexreroul- 
ly and delightfully deſcrib'd, that w 
only 


Str aphick Love: 43 
only ſanguine Readers are tranſported, 
an gc I myſelf have been ſurprized in- 
ro inclinations, to admire and envy their 
Felicity ; yet when ſome I was concern'd 
' for, have been really concern'd and en- 

'd in ſomeadventures, my envy quick- 

rurn'd into pity. For, the Repulſes, 

Reeprets, the Jealouſies, the Fears, the 
Abſcalss, the Deſpairs, and the reſt ofrhe 
affliting Diſquiets of Lovers ; though in 
well-writ Romances thcy are ſoon read 
over by the diverted Peruſer ; yet they 
are not ſo ſoon weather'd our, nor ſo ca- 
fily ſupported by the difconſolate Lover, 
whole Infelicities, though they may be 
perhaps, ſo handſomely deplor'd, as ro 
delight the Reader ; yet truſt me, Lin- 
damor, 'tis a much happier condition to 
be free from misfortunes , than to be 
able to complain eloquently of them. 
And as I have with- delight beheld a 
Storm excellently drawn by fom* rare 
Artiſt's Penfil ; but when I was this 
Spring toſt by the rude Winds that blew 
me our of 7elland, I found a real Storm 
a very troubleſome aad unealic thing : 
{o - rhe condition of 2 hover , though 
drawn by a ſmooth Pen, is wont 
ſtrangely ro affeit and pleaſe us ; you, 


when 
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when, Men are really \cogigedin it, | the 
find /ir-full of Hardjhi Rd Dilgwas. he 
is a much. better Condition to be: look'd: 
on than embrac'd; athd Experience gives 
Men of it much ({adder and) more un- 
welcome Notions than Deſcription | did. 
Nor Phancy, Lindamor,- that: the Trou- 
bleſomenels of your Sufferings in , Love 

oceeded bur from their not being. ac- 
ceptable to her for + whom you endured 
them ; for had your Miſtriſs Crown'd 
them with Myrtle, and prov'd as kind 
to you. as 4ymey could have made her, 
yer, I fear, ſhe could have recompenc'd 
you bur by diſabuſing you,and could not 
have freed you from-ghe need of Happi- 
nels, bur only from -a\miftake concern- 
ing it ; For, methinks, 12damer, moſt 
of thele Tranlitory Goods,” that we are 
{o fond of, may not unfitly be rclembled 
to the Senſitive Plant, which you. have 
admir'd at Sijon-Garder ; for as, though we 
Gaze on it with Attention and Wog- 
der, yet, when we ,come to couch; -1t, 
the Coy deluſive; Plaut  inuymediately 
ſhrinks 10 its diſplayed Leaves , -and 
Contracts it {elf 1nto, a Form and; Di- 
menſions , . difadyantageouſly , diflering 

from the farmer; . which it again.,re+ 
o COVCrs 
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covers by. , when rouch'd no more: 
So theſe Objects that Charm us at a di- 
ſtance, and whilſt. gaz'd on- with the 
Eyes of ExpeQation and Delire; when a 
more-immediate Poſſeſſion hath purthem 
into our Harids, their former. Luſtre - ya- 
niſhes, and; they. appear quite differing 
things from [what before they ſcem'd ; 
though after Deprivation or Abſence hath 
made; us forget their Emprtineſs, and we 
bexeduc'd to: look upon them again at a 
dillance; they-recover in molt Mens eyes 
their-former: Beauty and are as capable as 
before to-inveigle agd delude us... muſt 
add, Lindamgr,: that when heompare to 
the! Senſitive-Plant azelt; of thele Tran- 
ſirory things, that-are-fiatrer'd. with the 
Title, of Goods, 1 do- not out of: that 
number. except moſt Miſtreſſes.,- . For, 
though I am no tuch Enemy to Matrimo- 
ny,..as ſome (for want of underſtanding 
the Raillery, I have. {ſometimes  ug'd in 
ordinary Ditcourle) are picas'd to think 
me; and would not refute , you my Ad- 
vice (though I would not to readily give 
you my Example) to,.turn Votary to 
Hymen ; yer I have oblcry'd lo few Hap- 
py Matchcs, and, 1o many ,unfortunate 
ones; and haye fo .rarely teen Mea love 

| theu 
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their Wives at the rate they'did, whil't 
they were their Miſtreſits;-that I won- 
der 'not' that LI ITge it- n&» 
ceſlaxyy to make ages indiſloluble,” 
to make them Laſting. And I cannor 
firlier compare Marriage than to Lot- 
tery ;' for in both, he that ventures may 
ſucceett, and may miſs, and if he draw 
a Prize, he hath a rich Return of his 
Venture : But in both Lotteries rhere 
lies pretty ſtore of Blanks for every 
Prize. And for your particulat, Liz- 
damor, the World is much miſtaken in 
both your Humors, if Hermione's and 
Yours be not ſo unſuitable , that ( wo 
make haſte from ſonice a SubjeR) had ſhe 


juſtify'd your expetation of her kind- 
an tal noe have poſleſs'd the Perſon 
without poſſeſſing the Happineſs you cx- 
peRted : And might have found your ſelf 
as ſenſibly O_ by her Grant, 


as you were by her Change. 

But I forget, Lindamor , that I re» 
ſolv'd not ro infiſt on Parallels , and 
therefore, inſtead of proſecuting the 
Diſcourſe my Pen has flipt into, con- 
cerning the advantages of Seraphick, 
compar'd with ordinary Love ; I fhall 
venture to encourage you to the For- 

mer, 


— 
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mer, by ſhewing you, that your ad- 
ditedack — latter, my __ (er- 
viceable to you in it: Yes, Lindamor, 1 
ſhall nor ſcruple to tell you, that your 

tion for Zermione may not a lit- 

tle facilitate your Devotion, partly by 
breaking all the Chains, excepting one, 
that faſtned your Afﬀection to unſatisfying 
ObjeRs,/and reſtrain'd it from ſoaring to 
the ſublimeſt; and partly, by axalting your 
Paſſion to a Height fit for SeraphickFlames. 
For, Love hath this of Noble, that it 
makes us diyeſt our {elves of Selfiſhneſs, 
ſlight fortune,quier,ſafery,honour, life, and 
all our . own Concernments, when their 
coming into Competition with the Lov'd 
parties Intereſts; may render their facrifice 
acceptable to her; and makes us think 
Goods or Ills delerye thoſe names, bur as 
they come tous From or Through Her, You 
could ſcarce haye Learn'd a better Leſſon, 
even from a much better Maſter ; for, Love 
having thus accuſtom'd you to ( what is 
thought moſt difficulc in that Virtue) 
the Acts of Self-denial, you need almoſt 
bur Transfer your Flames from an Infe- 
rior and Miltaken, to their True and 
Nobleſt Obje&t, and you will haye ex- 
alted and refined your Loye .into Dcvo- 
E ficn; 
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cion ; to the latter of which, a ſublime 


Elevation of the firſt is fuch a Diſpoſition; 


asthe having formerly, by looſer Airs, and 
( perchance) wanton Songs, learn'd'to Im- 
ve and ro Command ones V oice, is,to 


| 


rhe $kill of Singing thoſe devout Hymns | 


and Heavenly Anthems ; in which the 


Church-Militant ſeems ambitious to emu- | 


, 
| 


late the Triumphant, and Eccho back the 


{olema Praiſes and Hallehijalis of che Ca- 


leſtial Quire. And, as by Hunting,chough | 


(poſſibly) we follow bur ſome poor fugi- 


tive Hare, or ſore ſuch Trifling Game,we | 
gain that Vigor, that Sutference, and As | 


gility, that firs us for the Toils and' Mili- | 


rary Hardjhips thar are exacted .m the 
purſuit - of Glory, and'of Empite : So 
though in Love (-Devorion's Prentice- 
ſhip ) the Courted Creature be often 
conſiderable enongh, to make our Ele- 
tions fir ro be- numbred among fuch 
as thoſe that made'Lovye 'be Painted 
Blind ; yer in the Progreſs and Conduct 
of our Paſſion, we contract ſuch diſ-in- 


rereſſed and reſign'd Habirudes, as, be- 


ing'preferr'd ro {erve- Celeſtial Objects, | 


do excellently qualifie us ' for Deyo- | 


tion. And in etfet, a fervent Love 
ſeems little leſs than Devotion mil- 
> addreſt, 
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4ddreſt, where our own very expreſlions 
' * tnay ſerve to diſabuſe us ; For, when 
” you gave your Miſtrets the ſhyle, of 
EEELSI ITE 
t of Offering up of Hearts, Adoring,Sa- 
' crifices, kd Kia does not _ 
imply, that TEST it be ſaid to Her, 'tis 
* meant to a Divimty, which is {o much 
the True and Genuine Object of Men's 
! Love, that we cannot exalrt that paſſion 
for any other, withour inveſting it with 
the Notions and Attributes of God? As 
Children diſcloſe rhe inbred. kindneſs 
they have for thoſe perſons, by calling 
the Babies they moſt doat upon by their 
dear Morher's, or ſov'd Nurfes Names. 
And, as Aaron; and the revolting Jews, by (57! 
juſtifying to rthemlſelyes rheir Adoration , '" *b< 
* of the Idols they had fer up by attributing whic! iris 
the Title of God to what they had a- £7. 
dor'd, did tacitly acknowledge Adoration e eat 
ro be due only to the Deity : ſo does a caimes,” 
Lover, by naming what he worſhips, a * 7:3:4. 
} Divinity, tacitly confeſs the Deity ro be Ja. 
: the proper Object of that higheſt and pe- nane «f 
2 culiar ſtrain of Worſhip. on 
! And this Truth, Lindamor, the very ea. s. 
| firklenels of Lovers concurs to teſtific : 
For what Men call, and think Incon- 
E 2 {tan- 
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ſancy, is riothing but a chaſe of perfect 
Beatries; which out Love fruitlefty fol- 
lows and' ſeeks in” ſevetal ObjeRs, © be- 
cauſe he finds ir not entire in any One; 
for, Creatures have but {mall and obletire 
fragimefitsof it, which'cantior fix, _ fa- 
tisfic 'an appetite, born for,” and ( thou gh 
unwillingly) aſpiring unto God : who is 
proclaim the true and proper Objedt of 
our Love, as well by Mens ickleheſs to 
Women, as the Angel's conſtancy to Him. 
Juſt as the trembling reſtle{snets of the. 
Needle'in any but & North Point of the 
Compaſs proceeds from, and manifeſts irs 
inclination to the Pole; its Paſſion for 
which, both its Wavering and its Reft | 
bear equal witneſs to. - That unfatis- | 
fy'dneſs with tranſitory Fruitions, - that 
Men deplore as 'the Unhapp incſs of | 
their Nature, is indeed the Priviledge of * 
it ; as tis che Prerogative of Men not to | 
care for, or be capable of, being pleas'd | 
with Whillles, Hobby-horſes, a A. fuch | 
fond Toys as Children''doat upon, and | 
make the ſole Objects / of their Deſires | 
and Joys, And by this you may, Lin- | 
damor, in {ome degree, irfagine the un- | 
imaginable Suavity, -'that the fixing of 
ones Loye on God is-able to bleſs Is 


# 
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be- | Soul with ; ſince, by ſo indulgent a Father, 
ne; © and 'competent a Judge as God himſelf, 
4re | the;decreed uncontentingneſs of all other 
F{x- * goods, is thought . richly repaired by its 
ugh ; being but an aptnels to prove a Rile to 
> is © our Love's ſerling there. 


t 'of And hitherto, my deareſt Lindamor, I 5:8. 9. 


"to © have endeavour'd to recommend unto you 
lim. 5 Seraphick Love, by mentioning ſome of its 
the © properties, which ſem to relate, more,ro 
"the © the Love it (elf, han to the Divine Ob- 
5 its | Ft of it. Bur ] fear you'll think: I have 
for © too long entertain'd you with conſidera- 
Reſt } tions, which, beſides that they are nor al- 
aris- } together the importantelſt that belong ro 
that thys diſcourſe, 1 have been, by haſte re- 


ducd to Pen in the unaccurate- Order, 


e of | 
tC to | 
as'd | 


| Wherein they offer'd themſelves, to.. my 
| thoughts, not the Method - wherein I 
ſhould have preſented them to Yours. 


fuch | 


l 


and } Nobleſt and Supreme  Motives to, the 
fires Love of God conſill, in his awn,inkinite 
Lin- © PerteQtions and Pretogatives ; and fince 


| the Properties of God's Love to us do 
adyantage us. much more, ( and. conſe- 
quently are hikelicr to, endear Devotion 
to us ).than thoſe of ours to him : 'The 
former not only moving God to kin- 


E 3 dle 


And therefore, Lindamor, ſince the 5.9. ;o, 


"= 
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dle in us, bur to cheriſh and Foment, and. | 


(if our own wilful extin&tion interp 


not) to Crown the latrer: For both theſe 


Reaſons, I fay, Lindamoer, T doubr not but” 
you'll rhink it feafonable for me to pro« 
ceed, to conſider that higher fort of Mo- 
tives to Deyotion, and to evince, that the 
ſeveral things which are wont moſt to 
engage and heighten our affections, * do, 
in a peculiar and tranſcendent * manner, 


ſhine. forth and Conftellate in God. : 
That, you know, 'which enamour'd you {' 
of Hermione, 1 need not prove to you, to- | 


have 'been your' fuppoſing her full. of ' 


Lovelineſs' and Excellencies in her felf ; 
and - you - believing, that the Love the 
vouchſafed you- was Grear, Free; Cons 
ſtant, or Advantageous to you. And 
that all theſe properties do not only emi» 
nently exiſt, bur illuftrioufly concur ini 


. God;# and his Love ; I muſt now, | Linda- 


$eF. 11. 


mor, - (' with ftrong defires of doing it pros 
ſperoufly )-artempt to manifeſt,  - 

_ + Firſt then, our higheſt Love is made 
God's due, by the Excellency and Pres 
rogative of his Nature,” Bur, rruſt me; 
Lindswmor, 'when neceſſitated by : a Mes 
thod exaRted by the nature of rhis dif 


courſe. (1 find my ſelf engaged to fay | 
| ” $47 "HY 
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ſomerhing by way of celebration of God's 
 Perfedtions; I am very ſenſible, ] can 

#* | but detrat from whar 1 deſire to Prajſe, 

ut' * and muſt inevitably appear unable to 

ro {peak Worthily of a Theme, to which 

[o- | evenSeraphimsthemſelves cannotdo Right. 

he : Andif, as the Scripture aſſures us, thoſe 

ro things even fell not under the Senſes, nor 

lo, | entred the Thoughts of Men, which God * ©» 

&, } has reſervd for thoſe that love him; how 

od. } ineffable and incomprehenſible muſt thoſe 

ou } things be which he has reſerv'd for Him- 

ſelf? the infinite Superiority of his Nas 

of © ture above all Creatcd Bcings, placing a 


If; * vaſt diſparity betwixt his greateſt com- 
ſhe municated Vouchſafements, and his 
5+ : Boundleſs, and therefore to Creatures In» 


nd | communicable, Perfections. 

mi» * Wonder not therefore, Lindamer, that 
* my weak Eyes dare not dwell long 
upon an Object, which they cannor 

ros * ftedfaſtly gaze on long without being 
; dazl'd: And do not marvel, that I ſcru- 

ide | ple nor to uſe ſeeming Hyperboles in the 
res } mention of Perfections, which make the 
me, } higheſt Hyperboles but ſeeming ones : 
fe» 3} Bath God's Nature and his Word de- 
difs } claring him to be exalted above all Bleſs 
fay } fing and Praiſe, If it were ſcafonable, 
ne» | E 4 Line 
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Lindamor, to entertain our ſelves but with 
thoſe Attributes of God, which are- Le- 
gible or Conſpicuous in the Creation; | 
We might there diſcern the admirable 
Traces of ſuch immenſe Power, ſuch un- 
ſearchable Wiſdom, and ſuch exuberant 
Goodneſs, as may juſtly raviſh'us'to an | 
Amazement' at them, rather than'a' bare 
Admiration of them. And' I muſt needs 
acknowledpe, ,Lindamor, that when with | 
bold Teleſcopes I furvey the Old and New- 
ly diſcover'd Stars and Planets that adorn 
the upper Region of the World; and : 
when with excellent Microſcopes I'diſcern | 
in otherwiſe-invitible Objects, the unimi- | 
table Subtilty of Nature's curious Work» | 
manſhip ; and when, in a word, by the *' 
help of Anatomical Knives, the 
light of Chimical Furnaces, I ſtudy rhe | 
Book of Nature, and conſult the Gloſs * 
ſes of Ariſtotle,  Epicurus, Paracelſus, | 
Harvey, Helmont, and other learn'd- Ex- * 
__ of that Inſtrudtive Volume; IT ' 
ad 'my ſelf oftentimes reduc'd ro ex- 
claim with the Pſalmiſt, Flow manifold | 
are thy Works, O Lord? in Wiſdom haſt | 
thow made them all | And when I have ' 
been loking my ſelf in admiration. of ' 
what I underſtand not, but enough | 


ro } 
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to admire, and not - to Comptehend ; I 
am often obliged to interruprt'/or break off 
my Enquiries, by applying tothe Works 
God's Creation the Expreflion' us'd b 
St. Paul, of thoſe of his Providence, O thi 
th of the Richts, both of the Wi and 11. 
rats of God | how for \e+ his 
judgments, and bis ways untraceable! And 
Exclamations of this Nature may the at- 
rentive Conſideration of any other of 
God's Artributes' deſervedly produce. 
But having elſewhere treated 'of this Sub- 
x in a peculiar Diſcourſe, I ſhall now, 
-Lindamor, invite you to conſider with me, 
how much You, and thoſe that are Conſci- 
ous tothieir having Virtue enough in them- 
ſelves, to make them prize ir in others,are 
in love with Cato, Scipio, and thoſe other 
Heroes,that did Ennoble,and almoſt Exceed 
Mankind,upon the bare knowledge of their 
Virtues; although from them we derive 
no perſonal adyantage,(their death having 
numerous Ages preceded our Nativity. ) 
Since then we pay ſo much difinrereſt love 
toſome few faint and ill-refin'd Virrues,thart 
ner did profit us ; how much on ſuch a 
Score,and at that Rate, ſhould we love him, 
whoo poſſeſſes all Perfection, thartcach of 
his PerfeRtions is Infinite z Were you and I 
: our 
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our own. Creators, Lindamer, and wholly 
indeponiient upon God, without cither 
Need or Hope to taſte his Bounty ; his 
native ExceYencies, and what he has done 
for others,. ſhould ſurely Raviſh us, and 
Enamour ys of Him. Though his Benefirs 
to us did nor entitle him to our Love, his 
Eſſence (the Source and only Motive of 
thoſe Benefits) would give him a Right to 
it; and though we ow'd him nought for 
what weare, we yet ſhould owe him Love 
for what he is. He is that glorious Sun, 
from whom ( as Beams) all created Perfe- 
ions flow, and in whom they all concen- 
tre. To omit God's Soyereign Majeſty, 
(which places him ſo high, that | but to 
own for him ſo Familiar and Levelling an 
affeftion as Love, much more to expect 
to be Relov'd by Him, were not the leaſt 
{awey Preſumption Man could be guilty 
of, did not his own Commands make it a 
Duty) Not to inſiſt on this, ] ſay, Let us a 
while conſider that proper and peculiar at- 
traction of Love, fis Lovelinel(s.; which 
is ſuch, that did we but once fee it, all 
Creature-competitions ( even we being 
Judges) would then be as unpoſlible as 
Is, 6. 5, FREY are now unjuſt. In the Fifth Evan- 
'* gelift's Prophetick Viſions, the Swaghinn 
cm» 
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them(c]ves (thoſe glorious ornaments of 
the Caeleſtial Hierarchy )are repreſented as 
covering their Faces in God's prelence, ci- 
ther bluſhing at their Comparative Defor- 
mity,. or unable. to ſuſtain the unqualifi'd 
ſplendor of fo Divine brightncſs; whence 
perhaps it became of old the Jewith faſhion 
(as ſome frequent expreſſions in their Wri- 
ters intimate) when they went to pray, to 
veil their heads and faces ; ( though now 
[have in their Synagogue ſeen them onl 
cover their head, not their faces, wi 
thoſe white Garments they wear at their 
publick Devotions.) And, Lizdamer, if 
Meſ-2s face, by byt a few days converſe 
with (God, reflected ſuch a Light as dazl'd 
mortal, Eyes; and if his ſwift Poſts the 
Angels, when ſent on Errands to us here 
on Earth, even when they may be ſuppos'd 
(if I may fo ſpeak)to wear their travelling 
Cloaths, and ſtood as much to our frail- 
ty in the Form, as the Region, they ap» 


pearto us in, do, in ſpight of that dark». 


ning Condeſcenſion, ſo much Tranſcend 
all Objedts here on Earth, thar the Scrip- 
ure often mentions, that even thoſe that 
rd _ to imitate their Virtues, were 
confounded ar their preſence : And if, in 
this veiling habit, they appear ſo on 
p.1 "Tt 
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that their thus diſadvantaged Beaury is 
made the Complement and Hyperbole 
of that Quality ; what may we, or rather, 
what may we not conclude' of God him- 
ſelf, of whom the Scripture ſays, Ze that 
planted the Ear ſhall he not hear ? he that for- 
med the Eye fall he not ſee > That is, he that' 
imparts a Faculty, or an Excellence to the 
Creature, ſhall not he himſelf much more 
eminently poſſeſs it? and in effedt, *rhe' 
moſt unblemiſhed Created Beauties are bur' 
faint ſhadows, (or tnilier, Foils) of His. 
Thoſe drops of Pretrineſs, ſcatteringly 
;———_ amongſt the Creatures, were de- 
ign'd to Defecate and Exalt our Conce 
tions, not to Inveigle or Detein our Paſſi- 
ons; for, God did neer intend them to rer- 
minate our Love, but only by our Eyes to 
exalt our Faith above them, and by the 
Beauties our ſight can apprehend to raiſe us 
to a confidence, that there is in their Au- 
thor more than we can either See or Com- 
prehend. Like Elijah's fiery Chariots, 
though they be pure and bright,and conſiſt 
of the nobleſt and gloriouſeſt Marerials, 
they are meant by God but to carry us up' 
- toHim. Andas the Patriarchs Steward was 
furniſh'd with ſo ſumptuous an E Uipage 
to court Rebecca, not for himſelf, but for 
Iſaac 
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Tac; fo all the, Lovelineſs imparted to 
| 7 2 Brvten is lent it, bur to ir%eS {ome 
more large Conceptions of that vaſt Con- 
Auehce and immenſity that exuberates in 
God: To make the righteſt uſe of fa- 
ditig "Beauties, you mult conſider God 
and, them, as you were wont to do your 
fiftreſſes Piture,and its Chryſtal Cover : 
Where , though that native Glaſs were 
Pure and Lovely, and very richly edg'd, 
yet to gaze on it, was not the chiefelt bu- 
ſineſs of your Eye ; nor did you in it ter- 
minate your ſight, but greedily look 
clirough and beyond it,upon the adored 
Image thar ſolid veil betraid. Methinks Se- 
raphick and our common Lovers behold 
exterior Beauties with a difference reſem- 
bling that wherewith Children and Aſtro- 
nomers conſider Galiles's Optick Glaſs, 
( with one of which 7eleſcopiozs, that I re- 
memberT ſaw at Florente, he merrily boaſt- 
ed thar 'he had, Trovato la Corte a Grove) 
which the one prizes moſt for what they 
-appear; the other for whar they diſcover. 
For' Children contenting themſelyes to 
.wonder at the length, and fall in loye with 
the Workmanſhip and Gildings of the 
Tube,do thus bur gaze upon them; where- 
as Aſtronomers look through zu and 
carce 
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ſcarce taking notice of the unuſual Orna- 
ments, 'or the ſhape, employ them to find 
our unknown Lights in the Sky, and to 
deſcry in Heaven bright Stars, unſcen be- 
fore, and other Caleſtial Novelties and 
Beauries. 

I deny not, Lindamor, that God has been 
pleas'd to adorn ſome of his Creatures 
with Hints and Impreſles,as well of his 
Lovelinefs as his other Excellencies ; but 
they do much more faintly and imper- 
fectly reſemble Him, than the counterfeir 
Sun we ſee ſometimes in a Cloud emu- 
lares the true one,by whole refracted and 
RefleRed Beams, tome acute modern Na- 
turalifts ſuppoſe it to be produc'd. For tho" 
this Derivative Sun-ſhine with a not-incon- 
ſiderable Luſtre, Comparatively to the reſt 
of the dark Cloud enobles it, yet is it not 
only as much inferior to the true Sun in 
Brightneſs,as in Heighr ; but it enjoys 
alone a Precarious, Dependent, and almoſt 
Momentary Being, which often it loſes 
in a very ſhort time, and never attains t@ 
preſerve a very long one. And therefore 
ro negle&t that {upreme Reſplendency 
that ſhines in God, for thoſe dim Repre- 
{entations of ir, that we ſo doat on in the 


Creature , is as prepoſterous and = 
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firrd; as it werefof 'a Perſian t&'offer his 
Sacrifice tv 2 Parhelion (as the Greeks call 
that Mereor) inſtead of adoring rhe Sun. 
And certainly, Lizdamor, if our Dim 
- oy like rhat of the Propher's Servant, 
who (a 


w the Mountains near Dithen co- = ting, s. 


veted wich Horfes and Chariors of 'Fire, *7- 
were priviledg'd ro diſcern otherwiſe in- 
viſible Objects ; our raviſh'd Eyes woult 
behold Lovelineſs enough in God,to make 
us inceſſantly exclaim in the Languageof 


the Prophet, Flow great is his Gooan:ſs, and 7c. 5 


how Great is his Beanty\ Agreeably where» ” 
unto we may obſerve, That as the Load- 
ſtone doth atract moſt powerfully rhe 
brighteſt Needles,made of the pureſt Steel, 
and thoſe rhar moſt approach it; ſo Angels 
who, of all Created Beings, enjoy the un- 
cloudedit Light,and the moſt clear Know- 
ledge of their Maker, do love him with a 
Conſtancy ſo fix'd,) that in five thouſand 
and ſome odd Centuries of years, (efflux'd 
ſince the Creation) they could never fee 
or. thing,cither in God, or out of him,ea- 
pable to ſeduce them to a Change. God's 
Lovelineſs (which is fuch, that the Erernal 
fruition of himlelf creates even his Felicity) 
is like rare Muſick, which,thbuph it'do de- 
light all its partakers, the A 

ill 
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ſtill do/bighlieſt value, and are moſt ra- 
viſh'd. with the Tranſpotts it produceth, 
being proportion'd to the degrees of the 
Skilfalnels of its admirers. The Apoſtate 
Spirits indeed deſerted their firſt Station, 
not frighted thence by anyblemiſh they de- 
{cry'd in God;burt probably fell by a 7 
eCtation of a Parity, and (as Divinest 
us) a Sacrilegious aſpiring to PerfeCtions, 
which they, were criminalty-unable to be- 
hold, without wiſhing them their own. And 
for their preſent ſeparation from God, it is 


their Curſe and Puniſhment.And I ſhall in- 


genuouſlly confels to you, Lindamorthat by 
the advantageous Idea's I ecntertain'd of 
God's Perfections, I have been ſometimes 
inclin'd to think,that the reaſon why God 
tells Moſes, Thou canſt not ſee my Face for there 


ſhall no. Man ſee me and live,might be, that 


(as tranſcendent ObjeAts deſtroy the Senſe) 
to lovely and glorious a fight (whoſe con- 
tinuance ſhall make our Happineſs in Hea- 
ven) would let in Joys, and would. create 
Deſires, roo Mighty for frail Mortality to 
ſuſtain. The ravith'd Soul being ſhewn 
fuch Game as that, would hate ſo cager- 
ly, that ſhe would break thoſe Leathes 
that tye her to the Body, ( and thereby 
hinder her flight to that wiſh'd Union ) 
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om, lee, G chan that we ſhall fur 
&thar Gly Sight; which.is too y, = 


by ſe Yeo ortal Eyes,till ( to ule 
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heme, on which. it is 6 


{elf in a 1 
pans M uch, and {o impoſſible. ko 
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pa pap gorla za Def 
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pet che bell t Deſcrippgn.of the Divine N#- 
ture, from thoſe char are moſt. forwardto 
take upon them, ro Explicare it: For our 
Worm or 3ng but cheRepreſenrations of our 
Notions,and they —_ neceſiary Finite,as 
; few men are (methinks) more 
bemiſtakeni in pay arure of what s 
Infinare, 
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Infinite, (and conſequently of God's Artri- 
bures) than rhoſe think Deſcriptions 
cancomprizeit. Nor will an Aſfiduity and 
Conſtancy of our Speculations herein rc- 
| lieve us, for too fix'd a Contemplation of 
Geds Eſſence does but the more confound 
| us.As I remember,St.Pan/tclls rhe Fews,that 
| Afg a3, C. he could not ſee for the Glory of that Lieht hat 
1. ſhone from Heaven about him at his Con- 
| verſion. And this the famous Simonides ex- 
| perimentally found,who being ask'd what 
God was, took adays time to conſider of 
it; after,being call'd upon for his anſwer;he 
defir'd two days longer to think upon it ; 
and when they were expir'd, demanded four 
days longer; and ſo continu'd a great while, 
each time Encreaſing his demands for Re- 
ſpite; till, being preſt ro give an Acconnt | 
of ſuch a Dilatory way of ing, he 
ingetuouſly acknowledg'd that rhe longer | 
ers. - Sees _ _—_—_ he com- | 
| it. And in , Experience | 
teacher\pathas they that gaze ſtedfaſtlieſt | 
on the noondays Sun, can leaſt of all dif- ' 
ccrn what it is, being rather Dazl'd than In- ' 
{truQted by ſo confounding an ObjeR.Nor, | 
& | is it only, Lindamor,a Task of too greatdif- 
| ficulry tor a meer man, ly wo Expli 
cate that Incomprehenſible Nature of God, 
ro 
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othing bar his own Infinite Unders 
ftanding can be uate : Bur,/merhinks, 
even tocelebrate God's perfeCtions; cannot be 
foberly: artempred withour 2 very deep tenſe 
of-a'man's own unworthinefs and: incapaci- 
ry.”- For,” the ſame Excellencies that furniſh 
us with: Praiſes, do tranſcend them... And 
che, che» fruirfulneſs of. rhe Subjedb' may as 
well dererr, as invite our Pens ; ſince; as we 
are-\ure-we ſhall not want Theme, fo: we arc 
certaiu we cannot Dignific it. And for my 
part, Lindamer, . though my Subjedt cxacted 
of me the Praiſes I have - endeavoured. to 
aſcribe ro God, yer I thould have hr it 
requiſite rather ro decline the Laws of Me-+ 
thod, rhan be reduc'd ro Derogate from what 
i: would cxtol, if the -neceility of detra- 
Ching from Gods perfeftions were not e- 
gual co char of mentioning them; and if 
rhat- neceſlity were:not as Glorious to God, 
as. greater Praiſes than we are able to aſcribe 
him, could be. But, Lindawor, having thus 
done right ro my-Merhod, though | could 
not to my Theme, I ſhall only inyite you 
to imitate wich, me thoſe Perſians, that 
adored/'the Sun, though the; Light he lent 
them ſerv'd. but'-ta- make the { of. it 
abſtruſc 
Eſſence with it. And though I might (a 
F 2 mu 
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much more concerning God's - PeefeRti- 
ons, I muſt henceforth think filence the 
ropereſt Language I can now D 
Ho tis ſilence thar beſt purer pn, 4 
der :/; And ſure, Wonder is never more 
{calonable than when God is the Object; 
A 'proſirate Vencration being the: iafeſt 


es cntbol- Agony 
Can 1S. Of Our 

Love; for what he is in - himſelf ; er :us 
now to derive further proofs of 
the fame! Truth, from. what he'is x0--us, 
( that your Gratitude may contend !: 

your Reaſon, which ſhall moſt heighten 
your Devotion ) 'and we ſhall [find in 
the Vaſtnels, Freeneſs, Diſ-interſtneſs, Cow 
{tancy, and Ady s of his Love 
ro us, that '\more- than all rhe Love: we 
can-pay him, were bur a little part of whar 
we owe tim. 

Bur for the firſt Artribute, we have.:af 
ſfign'd! his Love, (the Greatnels of at). 
being, neral Property 
ad and conipucncus in them, "It re- 
quiecs-myiro be treated of: 

We |-then\ to che ſheenchs 


or Ungmeritednels of God's love 4 To-'be- 
# BY 634 « "on. 


lieve 


, diffuſed ehrough - * 
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lieve. which ſtrangely vaſt, we need bur 
conſider, that we fo little could: at firſt 


' deſerve his Love, that he lov'd us even 


_ - _ _—_ SO” "| "OR and At. >... MS: . 


before we had a Being : and our Felici- 
ty. in; his degrees, preceded oux exiſtence 
in this World. lov'd numerous » 
ages before you were; and his Goodnels 
is {o entirely its own Motive, that even 
your Creation (ſince when alone you can 

to merit his love) is the effect of 
1." This bencfit alone were f{ufficient to ren- 
| der God the Objet of our Love, though 
; we were that of his Averſion. For (as the 
: Perſians ador'd the Sun even when it ſcorch'd 
| them) we eſteem our ſelves obliged ra love 
| and honour our Parents in ſpi _ 


| trarily, but in-virtue of his Ordination. But 
| God to confer on us, in the moſt excellent 
| and endearing manner, the Bleſſing promis'd 
to his Antient People, when he vouchſafed 


to aſſure them, that he would love them fo 141 


| freely, was pleaſed to love us, not only 
' when we were not at all, but when we 


wete his Enemies, If Then we were Enemies Rom. 5.19, 


( ſaith St. Pan!) we were recaxciled unto God 
by the death of his Son, &c. Our Incxiſtence 
F 3 indeed 
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indeed was a condition, wherein nothing in 
us' was capable of bcing a Motive of God's 
Love *''but” our enmity proceeded furrher, 
and made us worthy of his Dereſtation; ' 
as if fe were nothing unleſs ir van+ | 


: 
i _ quiſlld' cles, as well as wanted Mo» *' 
| rives. This gave the Apoſtle a juſt canſe * 
| to fay, that God Commenaeth his love towards | 
| Rom.s.%. 4g, in that while we were'yet ſin ers Chriſt died | 
| for «« + - That is, when we wanted all Morives !' 


ro invite his Love,” unleſs our very want of |} 
them-/ſhonld paſs for one. And how did © 


% 


F 


God exprels lis Love. unto us ? even by rhe | 

gift of the'Son of his Love ; Fer God ſo loved : 
Joh.3. 16. rf World, (fays the Divine Token of his * 

Love hay, he | gave his. ouly begotten Sox. | 
pra. +. 6 Anchor; did thar'Son-Love it » He ( ſays | 
7,8. .th& Apoltle ) teing in the form of God, thought | 
| it no. Robbery to be equal with God ; but made 
q . himſelf” of no reputation, and took upon him the | 
| 
| 
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form of a ſervant, and was made in the likeneſs | 
of men, And being found.in faſhion as a man, 
he humbled _ ; and became obedient unto | 
h death, ' even the death of the Croſs. That * 
[| is, That he would love at no lefs Rate} 
F| than death; and- from the fuper-eminent 
; ; | heighth of Glory, ſtaop'd and abas'd him- 
| ſelf ro the ſufferance of the extreameſt / of 
Indignitics, and ſunk himfelf ro the bor- 
rom. 
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tom of Abjectednels, to exalr our condi- 


tion to the con 
wounded for our tranſereſſions, he was bruiſed 


for aux iniquities, the chaſtiſement of our peace 


was upon him, and with hi ſtripes we are healed, 


ſays the Prophet. For ye know the grace 4 Gd 


our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that though he was rich, 
get for our ſakes he became poor, that ye through 
his poverty might be made rich, {ays the Apo- 
{tle. en having diſpleaſed God, - and con- 
ſequently forfeited all Right and Natural 
Poſſibility to Happineſs ; even whilit they 
compleated the Forlorneſs of their condi- 
tion, by the Lethargy of not being {cnſible 
of ir, and were as careleſs to Seek means 
of Recovery, as they had been unable to 
Deviſe them of themſelves : Even then, his 
reſtleſs Love, would never be at quiet, ill 
ir had fer his Omniſcience on work, to 
contrive Expedients, and find out a way to 
reconcile his Juſtice and his Mercy, in re- 
conciling Sinners ro Himſelf. And this 
merciful Deſign, by the Incarnation of 
his Son, he proſecuted in a way fo Wor- 
thy of himſelf, and ſo Advantageous to 
us, that our juſt wonder at it may keep us 
from having any, to find that, as Se. Pate 
informs us, the very Angels ( a 
queſtionleſs by a Religious Curiolity ) 

F 4 ardently 
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ardently deſire to look inilo thioke Divine My- 


Jþ. 10.39. ſterics. I find it hotly 'Uſpured amiongtit 


Divines, ( not -only betWixt "the Sochtians 
and the Orthodox, bur berwixe Orthodox 
and Orrhodox ) whether of 'no God could, 


* without violating his Juſtice, | have deviſed 


any other Couric for the Expiation of Sin, 
than the Paſſion and Dearh of Chriſt. © Bur, 
without venturing to Determitie, whether 
or no God could, ro Redeem us, have cho- 
ſen any other way ; We may lafely think, 
that he has cholen the moit obliging and 
moſt Endcaring way ; diſplaying in. this 
Divine Manner of Reſcuing us, the ſevereſt 
fuſtice, and the higheſt Mercy ; the great- 
cſt Hatred of Sin, and the greateſt Love 
ro Sinners : Since by thoſe unequall'd -and 


, unvaluable Sufterings, ro which he delivered 


up for us thar Son, who is fo near unto 


' Jum, thar he cruly faid, 7 and the Father are 


one, He at once manifeſted both how 
much he hated Sin, which he fo heavily 
punilſh'd in the Perſon he moſt Lov'd; 
(though that Surety but adoptcd it, to 
free Men from the Infupportable - venge- 
ance” of it ) and how much he Lov'd Smt- 
ners, by giving up whar tlic fo lov'd fora 
Ranſom ,of thoſe that Were guilty 6f 
what he fo Hated, And therefore onr S4- 
/ viour, 
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viour; though he did ſhch things 
{arisfie-{rhe unbeheving ev renter. 
Jews- of [his  being-rheir promis'd Mcfieh , 
wottld not decline Death to convince them; 

And; though he had not ſeldom done fo 
much to make himſelf rhe Obje& of their 
Faith: would not be invited from rhe Croſs, 
though the Chief Prieſts and Scribes them- 
ſelves {aid ar his Crucifixion, Let him pow 
come down from the Croſs, and we will be- Mat. 23.7 
lieve of him. And Chriſt to _— 
the' Wotld of their acer A to 
and recover our of that dee 'ls, —_— 
in the Load of Sin (which re is 
called *a weight) had Precipit Fall'n Hb. 121. 
-Man, came not into the World until well 
tigh 4000 Years of Sickneſs had made the 
Diſeaſe deſperate,and the Cure almoſt 'Hope- 
leſs. So inveterate an obſtinacy at once 
widening the Diſtance berwixt God and 
Man, and p—_ & the latters diſabili- 
liry to find by his own Wildom, Expedtents 
of Re-tnion. Thus Chritt heal'd and dif- Mars. 32 
4 pollds'd a Dumb perfon, who was able = 
Make ethirrearies bur by rhe diſabiliry of 
omicing rhem/; and might truly fay to 
e ſecure Wortd, 1 an found of them ther Ia. 65. he 
(<3 me mot. And when our Saviour 

come "ito the wretched World, > 

a 
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. Mat.1224 Miracles ſo numerous and great, that the 
Mar.3.12- Yet were thoſe Wonders wrought for a Ge- 
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all the numerous Miracles : recorded in; the 
Goſpel, he ſcarce did any-for his own pri- 
vate Relicf. And ro ſhew, that as he endu- 
red his Sorrows : for our fakes, that by his 
ftripes we might be:healed'; fo were the Joys 
he taſtedin relationto us. 'We readnot (which 
is highly obſervable) in the whole 
thar ever he rejoyc'd bur once, and that was, 
when his return'd Diſciples inform'd him, 
that they victoriouſly 'cha#d Devils and Di- 
ſeaſes our of oppreſſed Mortals, and that by his 
Authority Men had been diſpoſicſs'd of both 
the Tempter and Punil bm of Sin. 
He convers'd among his Contemporaries 
with Virtues , as well atteſting what he 
was , as Prophecies or Miracles could 
do; and, to Teach Man , how much he 
valu'd Him above thoſe Creatures that 
Man makes his Idols, he often altred and 
ſuſpended the Courſe of Nature for Man's 
In ion, or his Relief, and revers'd the 
Laws eſtabliſh'd in the Univerſe, to engage 
Men to obey thoſe of God, by doing 


Jews Unbelicf may be almoſt counted One. 
neration that aſcrib'd them to the Devil, 


and return'd them with ſo exemplifi'd 
an Ingratitude, that 'tis not —_ - hs 
Wonde 
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i eter monte 
| TCH | wrete 

2 "who were.” indeed , as ' ſome of the 
later Jews have too truly (tyFd 'themſelves, 
in- relation to their Fathers; Chomets bei 
4+/n, Vinegar the Child of Wine, a moſt 

re Off-spring of Holy Progeni- 
tors. - He ſuffer'd fo-much for them, that 
made him do fo, thar he ſurffer'd\rhe addi- 
won of Miſery of being chought roſuffer de- 
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ſervedly; And he was numbred with thei Tranſe 53% 


s/ And though he livd as much a 
Miracle as any -he' did , yet did his con- 
dition ſomerimes o deſpicable and 
forlorn, that Men could not know his Deity 
bur by his Goodnels, which was fo infinire 
not . to. belong -incommunicably to God. 
And though *rwere once a | Saying of our 


Saviours, Greater Love hath no man thas this, jg. :;.1,. 


that ' 4' man lay down his life for his friends ; 
yet is it not -what is (aid of the love here 
-mention'd, ro be underſtood - indefinitely, 
or generally conſidered, but only of the fin- 
_— or expreſſions of a Man's love to 
-his: Friends compar'd berwixt rhemlſclves. 
-and fo the alledg'd pallage ſeems ro mean 
bur this, That among the ſingle Ads of 
kindneſs to a Man's friends, there is not a- 


ny one more highly expreſſive of a po 
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and ſincere Love, than. ro. part, with. ones 
life for- their ſakes, ' This :Text- thexefore 
would got be. indefinitely, apply'd to the A& 
fectivn of Loye it ſelf, as if nt could not poſl 
bly be greater-than is - requifixe zo make a 
Man Content, or willing: to Die for his 
Friends; for he that ſacrifices beſides his Life, 
his Fortuge alſo, his Children' or his Repuy 
ration, does thereby expreſs more Love to 
them, than;he could do by parting with his 
Life only for them. And he that is forward 
to die; for choſe that hate. him, or, ar leaſt, 
know him not, diſcloſes a more plentiful 
and exuberant ſtock of Love, than he that 
does the fame kindneſs but for thoſe that 
Love him. And thus our Saviour would 
be underſtood, unleſs we would ſay, that 
he bans; 5 wk what he taught ; for he 
came __ down his Life, eyen for his Ene- 
Nnues , 


( like the kind Balſam-tree , 


whoſe Healing-wounds weep Sovereign 
Balm to cure thoſe that edochan) he re- 
fus'd nor ro die for thoſe that kill'd him, and 
ſhed his Blood for ſome of thoſe that fpilr 
it. And fo little was his injur'd Love to the 
ungrateful World, diſcourag d or im- 
pair'd by the ſavage Entertainment he mer 
with in it, that, after he had ſuffer'd from 
wretched Men (for whoſe ſakes he left Hea- 
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ſufler'd for us, ſirice bech-he him(bif:udforms 
us, oy He | ani bis Father care one; And Job. 10 
foine of the Texts alnzady mention\d/have 5:: «6 
raughtus, that-it was.anctie@t of God's love 7-5 5+ 
gotten. Son to. Rrdetos «is; amd, Thar God com- — 
mendeth his Love tows us inithatt while we 
—_— fiuners Chriſt died for: us. Wherefore 


all withour fcruple ta obſerve-ro 
you,” that {o free Bl muon] that 
—_— condition of -our :beliciry - is our 
| .\ 'thar / he: is diſpoled vg make us 


), .that whar /vhie/icondition 
docs encreaſe che'ſpencfir; by vouchlating us 
bold; and -oarly awiticipations of-ir-; vos, 
: Faith, 
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Faith \ 
Heb-11-1- Gb fance 


Numb. 13. 
23. 27+ 


Gal. 5.2.6. 


Jam, 2. 6, 


Gen. 30. 


Ser aphich "Love. . 
the Apoſtle terms ir) #4 
s 


RT, 
2h '\for, 'and evidentt 
(or —y pert 


things net ' ſeen , 'waſts 
our joys to this Pig x ve, bows 


Heaven down to us, tilb'our' freed Spirits 
can ſoar up to Heaven; 'and; does us ſuch 
a ſervice, Ro wy 

Country-men, 4 over ' 
this fide. Fordan Cai rhe: Wilderneſs, ſome 
of rhe and delicious Fruits 'of the 
Bleſt 'Land' of Promiſe. 1 ſaid, - Lindamor, 
that Faith was the Grand Condicign requi- 
red in God's free Grant of Eternal Life. -Not 
that I would aſcribe any thing to a Lazy, 
Speculative, and Barren Faith, in oppoſiti- 
_ _ and. active one , which 
ISC Apoſtle, wigs <3x'ms crogyralen, 
Faith mm by Low. : ſince Iam inform- 
ed by St. Fames, that the Divorce of Faich 
and Works is as. deſtructive to Religion, as 
that of Soul and Body! is.to Life ; Bur thar ] 
was Willing to mind you, that though -zrue 
ON EEE 
en or elſe I dye) beever t pregnant Mo- 
ther of ed Werke yet are not thole Works 

the cauſe, bur the Effefts and Signs 
God's fixſt Love to Men, (however: akzes- 
ward the Children may 'Nurle their Pa- 
rents, ) As, though the Needle's  pqint- 
ing 
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/jing at the Poles be, by being an Effet, an 
Argument of its having been Invigorated by 
the Loadſtone, or. received Influence -from 
ſome other Magnetick Body ; yer'is; nor 
that Reſpect unto.the North the Cauſe, bur 
the Operation of the'Iron's being drawn by 

the attractive Mineral. Thou art good and pe. 119. 

i good, « _— Pſalmiſt to | his Maker. %* 

greatneſs of his goodneſs is that which 
makes it "ours; nor doth He do us goods 
becauſe that we are good, bur becauſe He is 
liberally ſo ; as the Sun ſhines on Dunghils, 
not our -of any Invitation his Beams | find 
there, but becauſe it /is his Nature to be dif- 
fuſiveof —_— Yet with this difference, 
that whereas the Sun's Bounty by being ra- 
ther an Advantage to us than a Fayour, . de- 
ſerves our Joy, and' not our Thanks, be- 
cauſe his Viſits are made deſignleſly, and 
without any particular intention of ad- 
dreſs (by ſuch a bare Neceſlity of Nature, 
as that which makes Springs flow out into 
Streams, when their Beds are too nar- 
row. to' contain the . renewed water that 
doth-inceſfantly ſwell the exuberance Sour- 
ces; ) God. on the contrary, for being ne- 
.teſarily ' kind, is not leſs freely or Ob- 
-ligingly ſo, ro You or Me; for, though 
ſome kind of Communicativeneſs be 
; Eſſential 
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Efential £0 his Goodneſs, ye his/:Ext 
fien of ir withour himſelf, and: his. V. 
Gfing ir xo this or thar | particular, Yang 
ace purely Arbicrary. T9. emis his Lowe 
ro __ numberlefs Ele& Angels ; theiſkzifh 
Relations hetwixt rhe | Perſans ;of the Bleed 
Trinity, 7, ſupplying ing God with Internal. Qby 
umploy'd his 'Kindncls befqrs 
the Ccontion, and { If being able-jwp 
allow his Goodacis the dixtent: of Infinity 
ths only by hy.) we a7 ger uni 
We: may. Jet 
Er 
fual © V&1A07 
mc ncaf verge and. make ir both aheidfotive 
co" the Fxeuſe - _ owes. fot 
guy any:maore, . ar  given-alr 
> mp wm Apna a very. different 
Me al for he ro: give, —_ _— 
harhigiven, -and' char .he: may gi 
nantly.ro-which, when -the xev chang fo 
lites had broken the Contents, 
was bringing EE Canals] 
and had thereby provok'd the Incenſed 1Gi- | 
ver of it to-thethouglits of a/{uddemExtirpa- 
tion. of -ſo Ingrareful and Rebelliaus 4 Peo- f 
ple ; we may obſerve, That, whereas:Gad, I 
as -- unwilling - to remember his former | 
Goodneſs to-them; ſpeaking ro. Moſes, 0 | 
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them, Thy people which thou broughteſs aut of the £94337. 
Land of Agypt : Meſrs, on the other ſide, to 
engage Gol ro the New .mercy of a Pardon, 
reprelents to God his Former mercy to them; 
and calls them God's p:ople, which He brought ,_ . 
forth out of the Land of Agypt, with great 
power, and with a mighty hand. And {fo con- 
{picuous in the Erernal Son was this proper- 
ty of the Merciful Father, that when fick 
Lazaris's Siſters implored his Reſcue for 
their expiring Brother, the Motive they em- 
ploy, and which Proſper'd their adcreſles, 
was, Lord, behold, (not, he who loveth thee, 
bur) he whom thou loveſt, is fick. And as he 9% 11-3 
takes the firſt inducements of his Bounty 
from Himſelf; {o do his former Favours 
both invite and give Rates to his fuccee- 
ding Bleſſings. And there is realon for it : 
For his pure Love being all the Merit, by 
which Man can pretend ro the Etlects of 
his Bounty ; it is bur juſt, rhat the Degree 
of his Love thould Proportion thoſe ta- 
vours, which 'tis. our only Title to ; and 
that God's Liberality ſhould as well attord 
Meaſures as Morives to ir (elf. 

Nor is God's love lefs Dif-intere(s'd g,q ,; 
than Free, His grand Deſign upon us is 
but to make us Inſtruments and Partakers 
of His Glory, and to bring us to everlaſt- 
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8 Seraphick Love. 
ing Happineſs, by a Way that does as well 
elevate and dignific our Nature, as the Con- 
dition reſery'd for us will. His Method of 
ſaving us if but comply'd with, does here, 
Col.1.1z. AS the Apoltle ſpeaks, Fit us for the Inheri- 
tance of the Saints in Light ; We being made 
2 Pet.1, 4. ( as St. Peter (peaks) Partakers of the Divine 
Nature, having eſcap'd the corruption that is in 
the World through Luſt. So thar thoſe things, 
wherein the noblelſt of the Philoſophers plac'd 
their Felicity, ſerve but tro Qualitie wat pre- 
pare Chriſtians for that Higher Bicſſedneſs 
that is reſery'd by God for thoſe that love 
him ; and cannot bur be heightn'd and en- 
deard by the Value, which Graces and Vir= 
tues had given men on Earth, for ſuch a No- 
ble and Rational kind of Happinels, as is 
apportion'd to them in Heaven. What ends 
can he have upon us, whole Goodneſs 
and his Bleſledneſs are both Infinite » He 
was unconceivably Happy (in his own 
Self-lufficicncy ) before the Creatures had 
a Being ; and fure that Felicity that needed 
not Themſelves to be 
O id enim immortalibus atque ſ{upreme , needs no- Y 


- . 
beats, Gratia noſtra queat largireer 
Emolyments, ut noſira quiaquam thing that they can do. 


cauſi perere apggredereitu ? Lucret, Nor was it his Indi- 
ex Epic. gence that forc'd him 
to make the World, thereby to make new 
Acqui- 
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Acquiſitions, but his goodneſs that preſs'd 
him ro manifeſt, and ro impart his Glory ; 
and the Goods which he fo overflowingly 
abounds with. Wirnels his ſuſpenſion of the 
World's Creation, which certainly kad had 
an carlier Date, were the Deity capable of 
want, and the Creatures of {ſupplying it. 
St. Paul in his Epiſtle to Timethy, itiles God 
Maze:O-, which we Tranſlate, 7he Heſſed God, i Tim. 1, 
bur may perhaps more properly be render'd, *'- 
the happy God : and el{ewhere in the ſame 
Epiſtle he truly calls him The Happy, as |, 6 
well as Only Potentate. God (\ays the A- 
poltle ) rhat made the world, and all things A 
therein, ſeeing that He is Lord of Heaven ' © 
and Earth, d:velleth not, &c. As thouch He 
| needed any thing, ſeeing that Fe giveth to all 
Life, and Breath, and all things. And, in 
FHlim, we live, and move, and have our bes 
ing. And indeed fo coherent in the mind 
of a mere Man, that does but conſider 
and underſtand rhe Import of his own 
Notions, is the belief of God's Happineſs 
to that of his Being ; that I remember the 
Epicurean Lyacreties himlelf, even in thas 
impious pallage, where he denies Divine 
Providence; and in a ſeeming, bur inju- 
rious Compliment, would, under the pre- 
rence of caſing God of it, deprive Him 
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them, Thy people which thou broughteſs aut of the £x96-3*7- 
Land of Agypt : Meſrs, on the other ſide, to 
engage God ro the New .mercy of a Pardon, 
reprelents to God his Former mercy to them, 
and calls them God's p:ople, which He brotght,_. 
forth out of the Land of Agypt, with great 
power, and with a mighty hand. And fo con- 
{picuous in the Eternal Son was this proper= 
ty of the Merciful Father, that when fick 
Lazarws's Siſters implored his Reſcue for 
their expiring Brother, the Motive they em- 
ploy, and which Profper'd their addreſles, 
was, Lord, tehold, (not, he who loveth thee, 
bur) he whom thou loveſt, is ſick. And as he J9% 11-3 
takes the firſt inducements of his Bounty 
from Himſelf; {o do his former Favours 
both invite and give Rates to his fuccee- 
ding Bleſſings. And there is realon for it : 
For his pure Love being all the Merit, by 
which Man can pretend ro the Effects of 
his Bounty ; ir is bur juſt, rhat che Degree 
of his Love thould Proportion thole fa- 
vours, which 'tis our only Title to ; and 
that God's Liberality ſhould as well aftord 
Meafures as Morives to it (elf. 

Nor is God's love lefs Difcintere(s'd g,q ,; 
than Free. His grand Deſign upon us is 
but to make us Inſtruments and Partakers 
of His Glory, and to bring us to evyerlaſt- 
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ing Happineſs, by a Way that does as well 
elevate and dignifie our Nature, as the Con- 
dition reſerv'd for us will. His Method of 
ſaving us if but comply'd with, does here, 
Col.1.1z. AS the Apoltle ſpeaks, Fit us for the Inheri- 
tance of the Saints in Light; We being made 
2 Pet.1, 4. (as St. Peter ſpeaks) Partakers of the Divine 
Nature, having eſcap'd the corruption that is in 
the World through Luft. So that thoſe things, 
wherein the noblelſt of the Philoſophers plac'd 
their Felicity, ſerve but ro Qualitie wn re- 
pare Chriſtians for that Higher Bieſſedneſs 
that is reſerv'd by God for thoſe that love 
him ; and cannot bur be heightn'd and en- 
deard by the Value, which Graces and Vir- *« 
tues had given men on Earth, for ſuch a No- 
ble and Rational kind of Happineſs, as is 
apportion'd to them in Heaven. What ends 
can he have upon us, whole Goodneſs 
and his Bleſledneſs are both Infinite > He 
was unconceivably Happy (in his own 
Self-lufficicncy ) before the Creatures had 
a Being ; and ſure that Felicity that needed 
not Themſelves to be 
2 1d enim immortalubus atque ſupreme , needs no- y 
beat, Otis nſira rear lagrir thing that they can do. 
cauſa perere apgrederentur ? Lucret, Nor was it his Indi- 
ex Epic. gence that forc'd him 
to make the World, thereby to make new 
Acqui- 
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Acquiſitions, but his goodneſs that prefs'd 
him ro manifeſt, and ro impart his Glory ; 
and the Goods which he fo overflowingly 
abounds with. Witneſs his ſuſpenſion of the 
World's Creation, which certainly had had 
an earlier Date, were the Deity capable of 
want, and the Creatures of ſupplying it. 
St. Paul in his Epiſtle to Timothy, ftiles God 
Mawe:G, which we Tranſlate, 7he BHeſſed God, i Tim. 1, 
bur may perhaps more properly be render'd, ''- 
the happy God : and elicwhere in the ſame 
Epiſtle he truly calls him The Happy, as |, 
| well as Only Potentate. God (ſays the A- 
| poltle ) that made the world, and all things —_ 
3 therein, ſeeing that He is Lord of Heaven © 
| and Earth, dvelleth not, &&c. As thourh He 
' needed any thing, ſeeing that Fe giveth to all 

Life, and Breath, and all things. And, in 

Elim, we live, and move, and have our be« 

ing. And indeed ſo coherent in the mind 
| of a mere Man, that does but conſider 


and underſtand rhe Import of his own 
Notions, is the belief of God's Happinets 
to that of his Being ; that I remember the 
Epicurean Lyacretizs himlelf, even in thas 


y impious pallage, where he denies Divine 
Providence; and in a ſeeming, but inju- 
rious Compliment, would, under the pre- 
tence of caſing God of it, deprive Him 
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of the government of the World ; dees yet 
confe(s, that the Divine Nature muſt necefla- 
rily exjoy a Supreme and endleſs Tranquility 
adding, (to bring this to our preſent purpoſe) 
that 'tis 


Privata dolore omni, privata periclis ; 


Ipſa furs pollens opibus, nihil indiga noſtri. 
Whereby he acknowledg :s, 


| That from all griefs and dangers of 
them free'd, 
Rich in ir {elf, it has of us no need. 


Or, if you will have him {peak of the Gods 
in the Plural, like a Heathen Poct, that 


Far above griefs and dangers, thoſe bleſt 


owers, 


Rich in their Native Goods, need none of 
ONYS. 


A much Noblcr Poet tells us, That the 
Plal.24.1. Earth is the Lord's, and the fulneſs thereef, 
the World, and they that dwell therein. A- 
greeably whereunto, that Great God that 
 Pro-26- formed all things, (as in our Tranſlation 
the Scripture calls him ) ſays in one of the 

Pſalms, 


| 
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L- Pſalms, 1f I were hungry, 1 would not tell thee Yal5912. 
for the World i mine, and the fulneſs thereof. 
His Ubiquity excludes all withes of Remove, 
by making his Eſſence uncapable of excluſi- 
on; for, Whither ſhould he defire to rran- 
{port himſelf that is every where, and can 
with himſelf in no place where he is nor al- 
ready 2? his ſufficiency is ſuch, that he can 
{ce no Goods, bur whar he gives or hath, (or 
rather both beſtows and polletles) his plen- 
f ty being ſo unexhauſted a Spring of Goods 
thar his Liberaliry docs leſs impoveriith God, 
than the Sun's light does him ; or imparted 
knowledge impairs the Teacher's Srock. 
Q And therefoxe, though St. Fames doth very 
juitly call God, The Father of Lights, who Ju. 7, 
is the beſtower of every good anu every per- 
ſt fect Gift; yet the Friend of God, ( as the 1+: 
| Scripture calls Abraham ) and that Royal 
f Prielt, (whom the Writer to the Hebrews #>7- pr 
teaches us to have been {© illuſtrious a 
Type of Him, whom he calls, 7he high Heb. 3.1. 


Sq 


e Prieſt of our Profeſſion ) do both of them 
þ in the ſame Chapter ſtile him, 7he Poſſeſ- gen.1y, 
c for of Heaven and Earth. No, no, God needs '* 
if not beg From, nor coyet In the Creatures 
N ſhallow ſtreams, thoſe goods, of which he 
c not only hath, but is the ſource. Our 
, greateſt ſcryices to our Creator muſt be 
G 3 ro 
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to diſcharge our (elves, not to advantage 
him, nor as thinking to add any thing to a 
Felicity which were not infinite, could it 
admit encreale. Our higheſt Performances, 
though they be dues, amount not unto Tri- 
butes, but are rather like thoſe Pepper-corns 
of Rent which Free-holders pay, not with 
hope or with intent to enrich their Land- 
lord, but to acknowledge, that they hold 
all from him. When we admire the Sun, 


our ſeeing of his Light doth nor increaſe it, 


it makes it not greater, bur only it makes it 
ours; and when we turn away, or ſhut our 
Eycs, that glorious Planer ſutters no Eclipſe, 
and is not at all darkned or impair'd, nor 
doth He thereby loſe his light, but We : 
The eaſineſs of the application requires, and 
excuſes its omiſſion, If thou finneth, (\ays 
Elihu in Job) what deft thou againſt him? if 


: thou be righteous, what giveſt thou him ? © or 


what recerveth he of thint hand : Thy wick- 
edneſs may hurt a Man as thou art, and thy 
righteouſneſs may profit the Son of Man. In 
ec, the wicked's ſpite againſt God is but 
like a mad mans running his head againſt 
the Wall that leaves the Wall unſhaken; but 
daſhes his own Brains out. God inhabits a 
Felicity ( as well as Light) inacceſſible to 
all inferior attempts : his Sovereign Tran- 

quillity 
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quillity is ſo ſublimely plac'd, that 'tis above 
the reach of all Diſquieting Impreſſions ; 
and, like the Stars, thar feel not the Dil- 
ea(cs their inauſpicious Influence produces, 
He doth not reſent the torments he Inflidts. 
Gods Juſtice is not leſs Eſſential ro him 
than his Mercy ; Witneſs that (the numbers 
of the Saints and the Reprobarte conſider'd) 
thouſands fall Sacrifices to the feverer At- 
tribute, for one that proves Capable of the 
milder. He ſaid, He would get himſelf honour Fxod. 14, 
pon Pharaoh and all his Hoſt, when he de- 7 © 
{lign'd their ruine in the Red ſea: And 

Moſes faid, He hath triumph:d gloriouſly in ©2458 
effecting it. And in Ez:kiel he fays, B!hold, 
1 am againſt thae, © cidon, and I will b» glo- 


Rz,k. 2$. 


that I am the Lord, mhen I fa! have exocuted 
my judements in her, and ſhall be ſandifyd 
in her. Thus, when a flaſh of God's indig- 
nation ( kindled by that ſtrange fire they 
preſum'd to offer before him ) had blaſted 
the two preſumpruous Sons of Aaron, 
God is ſaid to have been ſanttifyd in them 
that come nigh him, and to ha: been gplort- 
fyd before all the people ; ſuch eminent and 
exemplary Inſtances of Severity, mani- 
feſting him to be fo Holy in his Laws, 
and {9 Concern'd for them, that cyen the 

G 4 Minit- 
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Miniiters of his Altars ſhall not violate 
them with impunity, but find Him ( what 
the Writer to the 7:br:ws calls him )) A con- 
'ſuming fire ; ; Who will be Glorifi'd before all 
his people, cither by the Obedience of thoſe 
that approach Him, or by their Deſtruction. 

So to Evidence, that God can derive Sa- 
tisfaction as well from the Exercile of pro- 
voked Juſtice, as from that of his provoked 
Mercy ; tae ſacred Orator uſcs this remark- 
able Antanaclafis : And it ſhall come to paſs, 

that as the Lord rejozced ov. 7 you 10 do you goed, 
aud multiply you ; i will th: Lord rejoyce over 
42 To dſtroy you, and tring you to nauen. 

Fius, though it be truly laid of God by the 
Prophet Jerexmich, that he doth not afflict wil- 
11gly, nor grieve the Children of Mn; ( and 
therefore the determined NS of 
the whole Land, which our Bibles Engliſh, 

other Tranſla- 
tors read, Oprs alienum ſum) Yet when 
the fins of ncorrigible otfenders arc grown 
to that provoking Heighth, that his Mer- 
cy intercedes no more to avert pr {ulpend 
the inflictions of his Juſtice ; than how 
much he caa {arisfie himſelf in Deſtroying 
thoſe that would not be Preſerved, may be 
gheſs'd at by that formidable Expyellion 
in Eztkiedl ; where, having forc-told whac 
havack 
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havock the Sword, the Famine, and the 
Peſtilence ſhould make amongſt the intra- 

\ table and diſpers'd Iſraelites, he adds, ( as 

'A kind of "Exrvizuey ) Thus ſhall mine anger Fzek.13.5. 
be accompliſhed, and I will cauſe my fury to 

.reft upon them, and I will be comforted. The 
Howlings of the Damned as well found 

forth his Praiſcs, as do the Hallclujahs of the 

Saints ; they bothdo ſing to him an everla- 

ſting Canticle of Praiſe ; only in this great 
Conſort of his whole intelligent Creation, 

the deſignleſly conſpiring Voices are as dif- 

fering as the Conditions of the reſpective 
Singers. Hell's darkneſs doth as well con- 
tribute to God's Glory, as Heaven's Erter- 

nal Splendor: As Shadows judiciouſly plac'd, 

do no leſs praiſe the Painter, than do the 

velier and brighter Colours. And as when 

bi Earth doth ſend black, noiſome, and 1ul- 

phureous Exhalations up toward the Sky, 

alas, they reach not Heaven , nor dif- 

compole the Spheres ; but all the Storms and 

'Thunders they produce fall on thar Globe 

they came from, and there do all their mil- 
hief: So, the wicked may wrong God indeed, 
et do they really harm but themſelves by 
[] their greateſt ſins, which trouble Him 
hiefly, but becauſe they neceſſitate him-to 
uniſh them ; for the 'Lranſgreſſions that - 

mo 
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moſt Provoke God do him not the leaſt 
Harm. An impious perſon may (as Flihu 
lately inform'd us ) hurt a Man as himſelf is, 
not that Supremely Bleſied Deity ; the Re- 
ſ{ulr of whole Infinite PerfeCtions 1s a reſem- 
bling Happineſs, which is as inſeparable 
from Him as his Eſſence. Our Offences may 
derogate from his Acceſſional Glory, not 
from his Eſſential Felicity ; or rather, the! 
molt deſperate Sinners by their greateſt] 
Crimes, can bur change the Artribure they] 
ſhould bring Honour to, and but oppoſe the 
Glorifying of his Goodneſs to occaſion the 
Glorifying of his Juſtice ; ſince he will be in+ 
fallibly Glorify'd ſoon or late, eicher by 
Men's Actions, or their Sufferings; by their 
Practice of Duties, or Puniſhment for Sin; 
Thus you ſee how little God is beholden ro 
you for your Declining Hell : Nor will the 
ſcore be very much increas'd by your Addref: 
ſes and Attempts for Heaven. Can a May (ſay: 
Eliphaz) be profitable unto God, as he that i, 
wits may te profitable unto himſelf? Is it an 
pleaſure to the Almighty that thou art righteous 
or 1s it gain unto him that thou makeſt thy way! 
perfett > Congruouſly to which ſence the 
Plalmiſt ſays, My Goodneſs extendeth not tl 
Thee; The fire that we kindle on God" 
Altars, heats and cnlightens us, but wa 


no 
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2/;hy not Heaven at fo diſtant a remove, nor is 
If is, wanted in the Sun's Reſidence. We have 
Re- all the Redolence of the Perfumes and Incenſe 
Gm.) We burn upon his Alrars, the Smoak doth 
able. Vaniſh e're it can reach the Sky, and whilſt 
may, tis undiſpers'd, but Clouds, and but ob{cures 
nor! it- Alas, our belt performances are as uſclefs 
the! Services to God, as the Heir's bringing Wax 
\reſt) jo his departing Father, is to him, which 
hey! adds not any thing to the Rich Man's Store, 
the! and is by him delir'd and accepted, only to 
the Seal away a Fortune to his Son. Though 
> ins. Therefore it be true, that Godis pleas'd with 
by, our rformances, yet is that welcome he 
heir Youchſafes to give them, ſo far from enabling 
Sin] us by them ro requite his Love, that it in- 
1 td Creates the unrequitedneſs of it; ſince he is 
hd delighted with them as they afford him juſt 
Ire(d riſes to reward them. How far from Mer- 
Gy Cay is then God's Bounty ! fince he ac- 
+ 31 ceprs our acknowledgments of his former 
an} Bleſſings, ( chiefly ) to make them oppor- 
2us| Funities of conferring freſh, ones; as good 
old Haar defir'd his Son's Veniſon, that tromsw 274 
« the reliſhing of that ſavory Mear he might 


a take an opportunity to Blets him. 


od? And the better to diſcover how diſin- 
terreſs'd God's Favours are, let us further 

no conſider, how little they are requicable ; 
for 


MI - 1990 


90 


Seraphick Love. 


for we can give him nothing but his own, 
(nor, Heaven knows, all that neither;) and 
both the Will and Power to ſerve him are 


His, upon ſo juſt and many ſcores, that we | 
are unable to Retribute, unleſs we do reſtore; : 
and all the Duties we can pay our Maker, | 


are leſs ptoperly Requitals than Reſtiruti- 
ons. When David and his Officers had 
ofter'd towards the Structure of that Mag- 
nificent Temple , which they ſcem'd ambi- 
tious to make a Manſion inferior to Hea- 
ven only ; the King himſelf gave Three 
thouſand Talents of Gold, and Seven of 
refin'd Silver, and the heads of the People, 
Five thouſand Talents ( beſides Ten thou- 
{and Drichms ) of Gold, Ten thouſand Ta- 
lents of Silver, Eighteen rhouſand of Brals, 
and an Hundred thouſand of Iron, (a Trea- 
{ure, of which I ſcarce remember to have 
read the like in any Hiſtory ) beſides anum- 
ber of all manner of precious ſtones, capable 
of impoveriihing the very des: they per- 
fum'd this noble and unequall'd Offering with 
a ſolemn Confeſſion, which perhaps in God's 
eſteem was much more precious than it : Thine 
O Lord, (\ays the Royal Prophet in the 
name of all) is the greatneſs, and the power , 
and the glory, and the widtory, and the ma- 
jefty ; for all that is in Heaven and in Earth is 


thine, 
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thine. Thine is the Kingdom, O Lord, and 
n, Ithow art exalted as head above all, Both Ri- 
d |ches and Honour come of thee, and thou reigneſt 
re |over all. And in thine hand is power and might, 
'7e |and in thine hand it is to make preat, and to 
e; |give ſtrength unto all, Now t "_— onr 

r, |God, we thank thee, and rae thy glorious 

i- | Name. But who am 1, and what is my people, 

d | that we ſhould be able to offer ſo willingly after 

z= |this ſort > for all things come of thee, and of 

i- | thine own have we given thee, For we are ſtran- 

a= | gers before thee, and ſojurners, as were all our Fa- 

Ee |thers. Our days on Farth are as a ſhadow, and 

of | there is none abiding. O Lord our God, all this ſtore © 

C, | that we have prepared to build thee an Houſe for 

i= | thy Holy Name, cometh of thine hand, and is 

a= | all thine own. Who, (lays the Apoſtle) in a ron. 11. 
S, | Queſtion that imports its own Negative ) 35 35 
a- | hath firſt given to him, and it ſhall be recompen- 

'e | ſed to him again? For of him, and through him, 

t- | and to him, are all things. Nay, even our 

le |Love it ſelf (that poor Man's Surety and 

r- | Exchequer , that doth pay all his Debts 

h |by ſupplying him with the prerogative 

'S |ro Coin his deſires and wiſhes of an ar- 

ve |bitrary value) is here unable to diſcharge 

ie | our Debts: our Love being too much the ct- 

', |fet, to be capable of being the recom- 

4 | pence of Gods, And ſurely, the Divine 
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Amoriſt had cauſe ro ſay, that herein i 
the love, net that we loved God, but that he lt 

ved us. And as the {ame Apoſtle ciſewhere 
{peaks,we love him,becauſe he firſt loved us. If, in 
etie, we look upon the unworthy contelt, 
berwixt God's Mercies, and moſt Mens In- 
gratitude, and bur refle& upon the {mall re- 
turn of Love that the greateſt disburſements 
of His do uſually bring home ; we cannot 
but acknowledge,(asDavidin the larely men- 
tion'd Scripture did ) that our loving God 
for his Favours, is one ofthe greate(t Favours 
that we love him for. So unrequitable is 
God's Love, and fo infolvent are we, that 


that Love valtly unproves the benchr, by | 


which alone we might have pretended ro 
lome ability of Retribution. And fo unli- 
mited is this impotence of ours ro recom- 
Pence or repay God's dilection, that it ex» 
tends to, and ferters our very withes. For 
God enjoys an atthience of Felicity, {o pertet 
and entire, that even our wiſhes can aum 
at nothing for him worthy of him, un- 
leſs initructed by what he already actu- 
ally polleſtes ; And rhe Senſe of this ſame 
very Impotcnc2, ro tome of the greateſt 
proficients in Seraphick Lov:, appears not 
the lealt uncaiie property of it. Ir grieves 
us {cnſibly,. ro tee our ielves reduc'd to be 

only| 
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only Paiſive, and the Receivers in this 
Commerce. We would fain contribute ſome- 
thing, and cannot always refrain from de- 
voting our Wiſhes to encreale his Happi- 
nels, ro whom we owe all ours. And ſome 
holy Perſons ( particularly Sr. Auſtin) have, 
by the Exuberance of their Gratitude and 
Deyorion, been tranſported to make Wiſhes, 
and uſe Expreſſions, wherein their Aﬀecti- 
ons had a greater ſhare than their Reaſon, 
and which argued them much better to ap- 
prehend, How much God deſery'd of them, 
than How little he needed them. Bur, up- 
on ſecond Thoughts, we ſhall find, that the 
Cauſe of our Grief ought to turn it into 
our Joy, ſince the Deſires we would frame, 
aiming at God's being infinitely happy, are 
all Fulfilled before they are conceived, and 
that in the moſt Advantageous and No- 
bleſt way : For, could God's happineſs ad- 
mit Acceſſion by our accomplahd Wiſhes, 
there were then a pollibility of his Wanting 
ſomething to render it Compleat. And 
{ure, 'tis a more Supreme felicity to be by 


, Nature tranſcendently above All encreaſe of 


Bleſſednefs, than ro receive the Greareſt 
that Men can With. 


To proceed now to the Conſtancy of 5*%. 15. 


God's Love ; we cannot entertain of God 
any 
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any Apprehenſions, nor altogether Unwor- 
thy of him, and criminally Injurious to him, 
without believing, Thar to think that he 
can be inconſtant, is as great a Crime as 
"were a Miſery to find him ſo. His Love 
is like his Eſſence, immutably Eternal, 
reaching from Everlaſting to Everlaſting, it 
preceded the Nativity of Time, and will 
{urvive its utmoſt Period, and Obſcquies. 
Having loved his own which were in the world, 
he loved them unto the end, ſays the Evange- 
liſt : And when St. Fames had told us, That 
every good gift and every perfet# gift is from 
Pa ld af [ew then ha ak, of 
Lights, he adds, (to compleat our Conlola- £ 


tion) with whom 1s no — neither ſha- 


dow of turning. Of his own Will begat he us 0 
the _w_ of no] Jr in effect, , "Or 4 
takes the Motives of his Love to us, from 
Himſelf, not from Us, the Unchangeableneſs 
his Nature ſeems ſtrongly to infer that of 
his Charity, and our Happineſs in it. For 
I am the Lord, I change not ; therefore ye Sons 
of Jacob are not conſumed, (ays God by the 
laſt of his Prophets: And in Feremiah he 
tells his people, 7 have lov'd thee with ax 
everlaſting love. And what God once faid 
to the generous Joſuah, 1 will never leave 
1-5: thre nor forſake thee, is by the Writer W 
rae 
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the Hebrews apply d to Believers in general; Heb13. # 
for the gifts and calling of God (fays the fame rom. 11. 


Author elſewhere ) are without repentance.** 
Nor do fs _— ward an due to his 
Anger e Immutability of hisLove, 
ſince even « bu Anger is an Effect of it, 
PR from a Fatherly Imparience of 
ceing a Spot unwip'd off in the Face he 
loves too well to fee a Blemiſh in it ; and 
from his Deſire to ſee his Child an Obje&t 
fit for a larger Meaſure of his kindneſs : As 
when we beat the Duſt out of a Suit we 
fancy,we ſtrike not out of Anger, but only 
to remove that which doth Sully it, and 
hinder us to take rhat Delight in it, which 
our fondneſs would be pleated with a juſt 


Cauſe to find. As many as I love, 1 rebuke rex. 4.10. 


and chaften, (lays our Saviour.) And, 7 


know, O Lord, (fays the Pſalmiſt ) that thy 7 "> 


Tudements are right, and that thou. in faith- 

Fun haſt effliied me. The ot of 
Afﬀlidtion being meant bur to Refine us 
from our Earthly droflineſs, and Soften us 
for the Impreſſion of God's own Stamp and 
Image. The great and merciful Archire&t 
of his Church, ( whom not only the Phi- 
loſophers have i{tyl'd, but the Scripture it 


ſelf calls 7x5, an Artiſt or Arrtificer ) Hg>11.18 


employs not on us the Hammer and the 
H Chizel, 
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Chizel, with an intent to Wound or Man- 
gle us, but only to Square and Faſhion 
| our hard and {tubborn Hearts into ſuch 
y Pet. 5. [iing Stones, as. may both Grace and 
Strengthen his heavenly Structure. Nor is 
God only thus Conſtanr to his Love, but to 
his Lovelineſs. Our Female Beauties are 
uſually as fickle in their Faces as their 
Minds,and more certainly in theFormer; be- 
cauſe,though Caſualties ſhould ſpare them, 
Age brings in a Neceſlity of a Change,nay, 
a Decay ; leaving our Doaters upon Red 
and White inceſſantly perplex'd, by the in- 
certainty both of the Continuance of their 
Miſtreſs's Kindneſs, and of the Laſting of 
her Beaury,(both which are neceſſary to the 
Amoriſt's Joys and Quiet) : for, ſometimes, 
when the Miſtreſs's humour doth not 
change to Much, as to prove guilty of the 
fault of Inconſtancy, her Facealrers Enough 
to make her Lovers wiih Inconſtancy no 
Fault ; or, that ſhe had commirted it, that 
her Fickleneſs might afford them rhe Ex- 
cule of Imitation or Revenge : Bur, in De- 
votion, we are equally ſecure from both 
theſe Dangers; Since God dorh nor deſiſt, 
from bleſſing us with His Love, nor ceaſes 
ever from deſerving the Heighth of Ours. 
Nor ishe only conſtant in making us theOb- 
| xs 


UMI - 


c 


C 
1 
J 
£ 
1 
t 
O 
$ 


Seraphick Love. 
jets of his Love, bur alſo in bending and 
enclining us to make him the objec of our 
ftrongeſt affeftions; ſo thathe noronly per- 
fiſts in continuing to us both rhe offer and 
the value of hisLove, bur perſeveres to give 
us a receptive diſpoſition to welcome it to 
us, and refle&t it up to Him. The want of 
ſuch a diſpoſition loſt Adam Paradiſe, and 
the fal'n Angels Heaven ; there being to 
the objec, that muſt ſecure our Love, tuch 
a Nature requiſite in reference to our affe- 
Qions,as Philoſophers are pleas'd to aſcribe 
to the World's Centre in relation to hea- 
vy Bodies; which, they teach us, that 
Magnetick Point has the double Faculty, 
nor only to draw thither, but to keep there. 
For ſo Untoward and Croſs'd-grain'd are 
We, in point of our own Good, and foun- 
fit to procure, and ready to deſert, our 
own Felicity, that neither its Excellency 
is a ſufficient Motive to carry our addret- 
ſes to it, nor its poſſeſſion a competent 
tye to intercept in us all defgns of Revolrs 
and Divorces : but we mult be uſed as 
peeviih Children are, who,(on the one fide) 
when their Mouths are out of taſte; and 
they refuſe to take what is neceſſary for 
them, muſt have ir not only offer'd them, 
bur fore'd upon them, and be (as it were ) 
2 made 
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made to receive it ; and who (on the other 
ſide) muſt be reſtrain'd from Gadding,when 
the beauty of they Manſions the live incan- 
not invite their ſtay ; but they would glad- 
ly leave the-proudeſt Palaces Architecture 
can boait, to run into the ſtreet and dabble 
in the Kennel. All rheſe three properties 
of Divine Conſtancy are not ill ſhadow'd in 
the operations of the Load-ſtone, (a Mine- 
ral, in which I have made too many Expe- 
rimenrs not to be by you allow'd ro make 
{ome comparilons to it: ) For,firſt, it never 
forlakes its Inclinations for the Steel: next, 
being united to ir, it retains ſo conſtantly 
ics attractive Qualities, that it gives not 
the Needle any Motive of deſcrting it ; 
and Thirdly, it doth never rightly rouch 
the amorous Steel withour leaving an Im- 
preſſion, which ever after diſpoſes ir to a 
Converſion to that Magnetick Poſture, 
which bett firs it to receive freth Influen- 
ces. To which let me add this other Re- 
{cmblance, berwixt God's work on Us, 
and the Load-ſtones on the Iron, rhar the 
Kind Stone attracts a Needle to it, not to 
advantage it {elf by that Union, but to 
impart its virtue Io what it draws. - Be- 
lides, Ablence and Rivals, thoſe frequent 
Ruiners of other Lovers happineſs, can 

threaten 
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threaten nothing of formidable to yours. 
For, abſence ( which fo divorces us from 
that which animares us, that Lovers do nor 
ſo improperly ſtile it Death, if Death bz 
bur the Separation of Soul and Body ) by 
God's Ubiquity. we are {ſecured from ; He 
iscver preſent with us, or rather in-us. You 
that not long fince fo highly valu'd the op- 
portunities of converſing with your Miltrits 
tor ſome few moments, 1hall here find your 
priviledges improv'd toa permiſſion, nay, 
an Invitation, - of entertaining rhe Object 
of your Love at all rimes : No hour ren- 
ders your viſits unfcaſonable, nor nolengrlr 
redious : He is rather welcom'ſt :ro-God 
that comes to hinr ofteneſt, and ftays with 
him. longeſt. What favours .were. vouch- 
{af*dvto that ancient Propherefs, (who was 
likewiſe one- of the firſt Eyangeliſts ). who 


for many years departed not from th: Tem- 
ple; but ſerved God with Faſtings and Prayers &:. 


night and day, the beginning of St. Luke's 
Gotpel may inform you : The midnig 

”s of Paul and Silas did not only 
diſturb or offend him they prais'd, bur 
procur'd the viſit of an Angel to bring 
them miraculous and unexpected liberty, 
as a proof of the acceptableneſs of rheir 
ieeming unſeaſonable Devotions. When 
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Chizel, with an intent to Wound or Man- 
gle us, but only to Square and Faſhion 
our hard and {tubborn Hearts into ſuch 
livins Stones, as may both Grace and 
Strengthen his heavenly Structure. Nor is 
God only thus Conſtanr to his Love, but to 
his Lovelineſs. Our Female Beauties are 
uſually as fickle in their Faces as their 
Minds,and more certainly in theFormer; be- 
cauſe,though Caſualties ſhould ſpare them, 
Age brings in a Neceſſity of a Change,nay, 
a Decay ; leaving our Doaters upon Red 
and White inceſſantly perplex'd, by the in- 
certainty both of the Continuance of their 
Miſtrels's Kindneſs, and of the Laſting of 
her Beaury,(both which are neceſſary to the 
Amoriſt's joys and Quiet) : for, ſometimes, 
when the Miſtreſs's humour doth not 
change to Much, as to prove guilty of the 
faulr of Inconitancy, her Facealrers Enough 
to make her Lovers wiih Inconſtancy no 
Fault ; or, that ſhe had commirted it, that 
her Fickleneſs might afford them rhe Ex- 
cule of Imitation or Revenge : Bur, in De- 
votion, we are equally ſecure from both 
theſe Dangers; Since God dorh nor deliſt 
from blefling us with Alis Love, , nor ceaſes 
ever from delerving the Heighth of Ours. 
Nor ishe only conttant in making us theOb- 
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jets of his Love, bur alſo in bending and 
enclining us to make him the objec of our 
ftrongeſt affeCtions; ſo thathe nor only per- 
ſiſts in continuing to us both rhe offer and 
the value of hisLove, bur perſeveres to give 
us a receptive diſpoſition to welcome it ro 
us, and refle& it up tro Him. The want of 
ſuch a diſpoſition loſt Adam Paradiſe, and 
the falln Angels Heaven ; there being to 
the objec, that muſt ſecure our Love, 1tuch 
a Nature requiſite in reference to our affe- 
Qtidns,as Philoſophers are. pleas'd to aſcribe 
to the World's Centre in relation to hea- 
vy Bodies ; which, they teach us, that 
Magnetick Point has the double Faculty, 
nor only to draw thither, but to keep there. 
For ſo Untoward and Crols'd-grain'd are 
We, in point of our own Good, and ſoun- 
fit to procure, and ready to deſert, our 
own Felicity, that neither its Excellency 
is a ſufficient Motive to carry our addret- 
ſes' to it, nor its poſleſſion a competent 
rye to intercept in us all defgns of Revolrs 
and Divorces : but we mult be uſed as 
peevith Children are, who,(on the one (ide) 
when their Mouths are out of taſte; and 
they refuſe to take what is neceſſary for 
them, muſt have ir not only offer'd them, 
bur fore'd upon them, and be (as it were ) 
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made to receiye it ; and who (on the other 
ſide) muſt be reſtrain'd from Gadding,when 
the beauty of they Manſions the live in can- 
not invite their it ; but they would glad- 
ly leave the proudeſt Palaces Architecture 
can boalt, to run into the ſtreet and dabble 
in the Kennel. All rhefe three properties 
of Divine Conſtancy are not ill ſhadow'd in 
the operations of the Load-ſtone, (a Mine- 
ral, in which I have made too many Expe- 
rimenrs not to be by you allow'd ro make 
tome compariſons to it: ) For,firſt, it never 
forlakes its Inclinations for the Steel : next, 
being united to ir, it retains {o conſtantly 
ics attractive Qualities, that it gives not 
the Needle any Motive of deſcrting it ; 
and Thirdly, it doth never rightly rouch 
the amorous Steel withour leaving an Im- 
prellion, which ever after diſpoſes ir to a 
Converſion to that Magnerick Poſture, 
which beit firs it to receive freth Influen- 
ces. To which let me add this other Re- 
{cmblance, berwixt God's work on Us, 
and the Load-ſtones on rhe Iron, rhar the 
Kind Stone attracts a Needle to it, not to 
advantage it {elf by that Union, but to 
impart 1ts virtue ro what it draws. Be- 
tides, Ablence and Rivals, thoſe frequent 
Ruiners of other Lovers happineſs, can 
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threaten nothing of formidable to yours. 
For, abſence ( which {ſo divorces us from 
that which animares us, that Lovers do nor 
ſo improperly ſtile it Death, if Death b2 
bur the Separation of Soul and Body ) by 
God's Ubiquity we are ſecured from ; He 
iscver preſent with us, or rather in us. You 
that not long ſince fo highly valu'd the op- 
portunities of converſing with your Millrits 
tor ſome few moments, ſhall here find your 
priviledges improv'd toa permiſſion, nay, 
an Invitation, . of entertaining the Object 
of your Love at all rimes: No hour ren- 
ders your viſits unfcalonable, nor no lengrh 
tedious : He is rather welcom'ſt zo God 
that comes to him: ofteneſt, and ftays with 
him. longeſt. What favours were vouch- 
{af'dto that ancient Prophereſs, (who was 
likewiſe one of the firſt Evangeliſts) who 
for many years departed not from th: Tem- 
ple, but j4 

night and day, the beginning of St. Luke's 
Goltpel may inform you : The midnight 
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diſturb or offend him they prais'd, bur 
procur'd the viſit of an Angel ro bring 
them miraculous and unexpected liberty, 
as a proof of the acceptableneſs of their 
leeming unſeaſonable Devotions. When 

| H 3 Exech 


99 


[mk.2, 2% 


*rved God with Faſtings and Prayers _ 


AAS 25, 
2 6s, 's <a 


IOO 


Gen.F 22. 
23. 24+ 


Exol. 34 
30. 


N.55 8. 


Seraphick Love. 

Enoch had walked with God as\many years as 
the year has days,God was fo far from being 
imporrun'd or tir'd by that laſting aſſdur- 
ty, that: vouchſafing him ah led 
exemption from death, he was pleas'd by a 
new and nearer Curt to Heaven, to admit 
him to a yet cloſer, more immediate, and 
moreundiſtratedCommunion with himſelf. 
And when | Moſes had ſpent no lefs than 
forty days, and forty nights'im converſing' ( if 
[ may uſeſo Familiar aterm) with God in 
the Mount, he brought down thence, in- 
ſlead of aPenance for his imporrunity,ſo ſig- 
nal and radiant a Teſtimony of God's pe- 
culiarFavour, that his dazled Country-men 
were as much-diſabled, as invited, to gaze 
on an objet of ſo much wonder. And 
then, how proud do we ſee many. Lovers 
of their ſufferings, when ſhe but knows of 
them for whom they are endured 2 Bur in 
Seraphick Love, there is not the leaſt good 
wiſh, or privateſt fuffering, nay, not a 
whiſpering Sigh, or cloſer Thought, that 
ſilently Groans or Aſpires in. the Amo» 
rous Soul, bur he both feces and hears, 
that puts his Servants t:ars iato his Bottle, 
Sweerning and Recompencing the greateſt 
misfortunes thot his Love occaſions, with 
{uch ſupport and joys, as hinder us to feel 

them, 
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them and make them deſerve a contrar 
name. Each amorous Soul may ſay to God, 
with David,Thou knoweſt my p 6d Iran, and: 9 
my upriſing, then underſtand:ft my thoughts afar 
off, thou campaſſeſt my path, and my lying down, 
ani art acquainted with all my ways. And 
Chriſt alſo himſelf has fo artenrive an Eye 
upon the amorous Soul, that he is held 
forth in the Apocalypſe, as telling the Ruler 
of the Church of Smyrna, 7 know thy works, Reva.s g. 
and tribulation, and poverty; And ſaying to 
the Angel of the Churchof Pergamus, 7 know 
thy works, and where thou dwelleſt, even where yer12, 1s, 
Satan's ſeat is, and thou holdeſt faſt my name, 
and haſt not denied my faith, even in thoſe days 
wherein Antipas was my faithful Martyr, who 
was ſlain among you, where Satan awelleth. So 
that no endearing Circumſtance of our Love 
ſcapes unobſerv'd by Him, who has Done 
and Suffer d ſo much to engage us to it. 

God remembers not our Endeavours to 
ſerve Him, the leſs, for Our having forgat- 
ten them. When ſaw we thee any way. dis Math. :5. 
ſtreſſed, and relieved thee > will be the _w ns: 
on of thoſe ro whom Heaven it ſelf will 
be art the laſt Day awarded, as having 
Miniſtred to their Redeemer. Thoſe, that 
in Degenerate times, fuch as ours, Linda- 
mor, did, like Lot in Sodom, mourn for 
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Their Sins, that mourned not for their 
Own, and condol'd among themſelves the 
{ſpreading Wickedneſs of the times they 
hv'd in; though probably rhe Dangers 
threatned them by the very Sinfulneſs they 
deplord, made them affect ſuch Privacies 
in their Conferences, as freed them from 
the thoughts of being Over-heard; yer the 
Scripture informs us (and 'tis a Comforta- 
ble as well as Memorable Paſlage ) that 
Ma!.3. :6. the Lord hearkned and heard it, and a Book of 
oo remembrance was written before him, for them 
that feared the Lord, and that thought upon his 
Name, Then ſhall he return, and diſcern betwixt 
the righteous and the wicked, between him that 
ſerveth God, and him that ſerveth him not. I 
Rv. 2. o, #07, lays Chriſt, (not only to the Angel of 
10. Smyrna, but to each true Sufferer for him) 
thy works, and tribulation, and poverty : Fear 
none of theſe things that thou ſhalt ſuffer. Be 
thou faithful unto Death, and I will give thee 
« Crown of Life. God is often pleas d to ac- 
cept thoſe good Thoughts and- Intentions 
of his Servants,which never arrive at actu- 
al Performances, Though David built not 
the Temple he deſfign'd, yer his Son, that 
cd it, informs us, that God ſaid unto him, 
Chron. Foraſmuch as it was iu thine heart to build an 
(8. Houſe for my Name, Thou didſt well is that 
Ul 
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it was in thine heart, &c. And 'tis the Epi- 
ther our Saviour gives God, Tour Father Mat. 6. 6. 
which ſeeth in ſecret,&c. Nor need we fear our 
Rivals ſhould ſupplant us; ſince we can 
have none in Devotion, whole;Prayerand 
endeayour it is not,that God would loveus 
{ more. For his Love to you being ( as the * 
| chiefeſt merit) the ſtrongeſt Motive and Ti- 
| tle unto theirs, they cannot but wiſh him 
well whom God doth love ſo; and cannot 

wiſh him better, than by imploring for him 
| freſh Additions, both of. that love of God, 
} and grateful diſpoſitions to retnren it. Our 
Saviour aſſures us, that there is Foy in the pre- {uk 15-7, 
| ſence of the Angels of God over one Sinner that © 
repenrerh. Andie fole Hymn(excepr a Viſi- 73% "3: 
onary one) þ find recorded of the Celeſtial 

Quire, was ſung fora Bleſſing to Mankind, 
wherein (for ought I know) their Love and 
Sympathy alone concern'd them : For upto if 9.6. 
us ( Men) the Child is born, and unto #s the 

Son is given. Who took not upon him the nature ">: 2-16. 
of Angels, but the ſeed of Abraham. So Noble 
and fo difinterets'd doth Divine Love 


make Qurs, that there is norhing, beſides 
the Object of that Love , that we loye 
more than our Concurrents in it , per- 
chance our of a Gratitude to their aſſiſting 
ys, to pay a Debr (of Love and Prot ) 
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for which (alas! ) we find our fingle ſelves 
bur too Infolvenr. 

Perhaps I need not > wi you, —_ 
that diyers paſlages of the fore-going Dit- 
nat fipatls the Truth of their Dodrine, 
who aſcribe ro God, in relation to every 
Man, an Eternal, Unchangeable and Incon- 
ditionate Decree of EleQtion,or Reprobati- 
on. Yet concerning the Controverſies be- 
twixt the Calviniſts and the Remonſtrants a- 
bout Prazdeſtination, and the coherent Do« 
QArines, it were improper to give you here 
my {ence. Thoſe that are truly Pjous of ej- 
ther Party,are, perhaps, otherwiſe look'd on 
by God fo by one another,as contending, 
which of God's Attributes ſhould be molt 
reſpected; the one ſeeming toiafhrm irre{pe- 
Qive Decrees,ro magnifie his Goodnels ; 
and the other to deny rhem but to ſecure 


the credit of his Juſtice. And even in 


Honouring the ſame Attribute, his Good- 
neſs, theſe Adverlariesſeem Rivals, the one 
party ſuppoſing ir beſt celebrated by belic- 
ving it ſo irreſiſtible, that ro whom {oever 
*tisintended, hecannot bur be happy ; 2nd 
th'other thinking it moſt extoll'd by be- 
ing beliey'd ſo Univerſal, that it will make 
every Man happy, if he pleaſes : The one 
Party elefting to Honour Free-grace, by 

aſſigning 
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aſſigning it (as ro Men) anunlimiredly vaſt 
*xtent ; asthe other gee aſcribing it an 
nfallibly victorious degree. Bur chough m 

haſte, do the nature of my Theme arcs 
me decline the Controverfies abour Prede- 
ſtination ; yet ſince the Dodtrine that main- 
rains it, is not only by almoſt all the reft 
of Mankind,but by the reſt of the Proteftant 
Churches themſelves, ( rhe Latherans, and 
divers Learn'd Divines of the Church of 
England) not only rejected; but dereſted as 
little leſs than Blaſphemous, (as indeed they 
thar judge ir an error, cannot but be rempt- 
ed to rhink it a dangerous one, and of ve- 
ry pernicious conſequence, {o far forth :as 
ns Sequels arc permitred to have influence 
oh Men's Pradtice) I think it not amilſs to 
Advertiſe you, that the Doctrine of Przde+ 
ſtination is not neceſſary to juſtify rhe 
Freeneſs and the Greatneſs of God's Love. 
For {o conſpicuous and refulgent a Truth 
is that of God's being the Author of Man's 
Felicity, "that the diſpute berwixt che Cal- 
wvinifts and Arminians is not {o much con- 
cerning the Thing, as:concerning the mane 
ner of its being profter'd; the tormer af- 
firming Grace to be irrelattibi'y preteated; 
the latter, though they deny 
rejectable, yer granting, n© 
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altogether free and undeſery'd, bur alſo, 
that the proffer is made both with a Pow- 
er enabling thoſe to whom 'tis tender'd, to 
accept it, and with ſuch engaging invita- 


tions, that Man art his firſt Convertion need. 


contribute nothing to his Felicity, but the 
not-wilfully refuſing it,and may more pro- 
perly be ſaid ro owe it unto God, than the 
ar to owe his Alms to his Reliever, 

h he open his hand to receive it, which 

he might have declin'd to do, if he would 
haye wilfully courted his own prejudice. 
Chriſt paid 4 Ranſom to Redeem us, 'tis true, 
and he is threfore call'd 7he Lordthat bought 
#5: butit was God's free Goodneſs, both to! 
provide us Thar Chriſt, and to accepr of 
That Ranſom, neither of which he was ob» 
lig'd to do, and therefore the Scri A- 
{cribes it not tothe Juſtice, but to the Love 
of God to the world, that ZH ſent his only be- 
gotten Sonto redeem it : and St.Paulintheſame 
Text tells us both, that We are juſtify'd, 
oped y 7h aus ae, freely by his Grace,and yer 
that it is, 4 is Smavigunus through. the Res 
demption , ( purchas'd for a Ranſom ; 
the Original Word Engliſh'd Redemption, 
relating to the price paid for the Redeem- 


ing of Captives) that is in Feſus Chriſh| 


"Tis confeſt on all hands, rhar Merit muſt 
be 
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ze diſclaim'd, and thoſe that ſeem to ex- 

=_ ſomething from God as a due, ac- 
wiedge, that if his promiſe did not, 

a- rheir ations could not makeit {o; and thar 

ed }'tis to his Mercy they owe the Right they 

he | have toconfide in his Juſtice. Sr. Paul, who 

-0- | having fought the good Fight, finiſh'd his courſe, : Tim. + 

he | and kept, the Faith, expedted 4 Crown of Righs ” "© 

er, | teouſneſs from the Lord, under the Notion 

ch | of the Righteous Fudge ; yet tells us, that 

ld | by Grace we are ſaved, through faith, and that gyb. :.8: 

ce. | not of our ſelves, it is the gift of God, Whoſe 

ze, | Promiſes now they are made us, allow us 

rhe | indeed ro expect Heaven from his Juſtice ; 

to} but the making us thoſe great and precious pro- 

of | miſes, (as St. Peter juitly ſtiles them) muſt > per. : 4 

bb= | beacknowledg'd the pure Effect of his free 

a> | 4nd undeſerved Goodneſs ; which to: believe In- 

ve] finite, we need but conſider the diſpro- 

be-| portion betwixt fuch a Recompence as E- 

me | ternal Glory, and the leaſt imperfect per- 

/d,| formances of ours; which though they 

yet| needed not pardon, could not art leaft 

Ree} challenge any reward from him , who 

.4 as our Creator, has ſuch a Right ro exact 

>n, | of us what ſervices he pleales , withour 

m-| propoſing us any Recompence, that our 

4, exacteſt obedience to all his Commands, 

uſt] would yet leave us to confels our (elves 

urprofitable 
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it was our Duty to do; and what if we had 
not done, we had given God, who had 
the Power, the Right, and Provocation to 
puniſh us. And indeed,ſo conſcious are men | 
generally ( if not naturally ) to their be- 
ing beholding to God for their Felicity; 
that even thole that miſtake or oppole his 
way of 'doing them good, will yer befſure 
to find out tome Notion or other, under 
which they may conceive themſelves God's 
Debtors for his Bleſſings. That the more 
{ober ſort of Romiſh Catholicks themſelves, 
aſcribe not ſo much to Merit, ( properly fo 
call'd) nor ſo little to God's Grace, as the 
more Quarrelſome Writers of their Party 
have given the more cager Diſputants of 
ours occaſion to reproach them, were per- 
haps no difficult task to manifeſt, if my 
haſte would give me leave. That the Armi- 
nians ownrthe freene(s and unmeritedneſs of 
God's Grace, the Remonſtrance * Confeſit- 
on and Apology are very careful to fatisfic 
the World. And even the Socinians, (how 
protperouſly 1 determin not) arenot a lit- 
tle, or uninduſtriouſly fſollicitous ro free 
their - erroneous Doctrine of Juſtification 
from the objected guilr of its tendency to 
draw the Imbracers of it to Sacrifice to 
their 


t 


d 
1d 


£0) 


Seraphick Love. 


their Felicity. Which brings into my mind 
a paſſage that I lately read in one of the 
chief modern Upholders of that Sect, 
Schlichtingius; who is wont, in my Opinion, 
l where his Subject will bear it, to diſcourſe 
as Fairly and as Rationally as almoſt any 
Writer that I have met with of his Perſua- 
ſion; and who labours to reconcile Socin:s 
his Dodrine with the Freeneſs of God's 
Grace, by Conſiderations, which, not to 
Injure him, 'T ſhall preſent you with in his 
own words.—— Ad retundendam wero ( ſays 


he,diſpuring againſt the Learned Meiſnerus) 
arrogantiam T iGatwress, F me dicant Je me- 
ruiſſe Gratiam, non eft neceſſe, ſervuum in homi- 
ue arbitrium inducere; non debet wirtas tolls ut 
tollatar arrogantia. Sufficit, 1. (uod nec welle 
nec perficere poſſint, nift Deus & wvoluntatem 
excitet & wires angeat. 2. Qued ea, que divi- 
nuts adjuti viribus faciunt, nullo modo dienitati 
& pretio divine gratie reſpondent, ſed in- 
finito intervallo ab ea abfint. Nay, though 
the Modern and Degenerate Jews be, up- 


> on the Score of being the great Patrons of 


Man's Free will, nor cauſlcily eſteem'd the 
grear Oppugners of God's Free grace ; 
yer both from their Famous Rabbi, and 
my Learned Acquaintance, Menaſſeh, Ben 
Thrazl, 
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Iſ-atl, and from divers others of their moſt... 
eminent Writers, has the truth ſometimes 
extorted Confeſſions, which, though made 
upon Erroneous grounds were not very far 
ſhort of Orthodox. To which purpoſe I re- 
member, that a Jewilh Profeſſor of Hebrew, 
( who afliſted me in my Studies of that 
myſterious Tongue) being, as the reſt of his 
Nation, an eager and peremptory Cham- 
pion of Free will, conceiv'd, that even that 
Liberty,which ro us ſeems leaſt to Indebt 
men to their Creator, did tranſcendently 
Oblige him unto God. For, one Day that 
we were privately and freely diſcourſing 
together of matters of Religion,he rold me, 6 
he thought Men ow'd more to Gods Good- 
neſs, than the very Angels do. For,ſaid he, 
whereas God, without any good Work of 
theirs, but purely out of his Goodneſs, 
conferr'd on them that bleſt Condition they 
enjoy; by giving Man a Free-will, by the 
good Ule of which he may Gloriftie his 
Maker ; when, by Abuſing it, 'tis in his 
power to Diſhonour him, he allows Man 
that higheſt Satisfation and Priviledge, 
of Co-operating to his own Felicity. 

And now, Lindamer, we arc arrived at 
the laſt Property, which qualifies God, 
the fitteſt Object for our Love, which is, 

rhe 
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the Advantageouſneſs of his to us both in the 
preſentand the furure Life. And Firſt, even 
in this World we owe God no leſs than all 
the Goods we poſſeſs. We owe him both 
what we have,. and that we are: For we- 


may lay truly of God with the Pſalmiſt, / p,, 
ts he that hath made us, and not we our ſelves. ba _ 


And we were not only in his hands, to like 


Clay in the Potter's, that he might have made * 5+ 8. 


us any thing; but we were fo purely 
that Negative, from whence we were ex- 
tracted, rhat He (if he had pleaſed) for 
ever might have left us to our firſt nothing. 
His. Love is the firſt Original and Foun- 
tain-bleſling ; all the reſt are bur as Pipes 
( and Inſtruments ) ro convey, and ſerve 
bur to hand ir tro us. Your Wit wins 
you applauſe, Your Induſtry heaps you 
up Treaſures; be it granted. Bur who 
gave you that Wir? and did both Give 
and Proſper that boaſted Induſtry > Cer 
rainly, God as much gives all the 
Goods we poſleſs, as he that gives a 
Begger a thouland pounds, gives him the 
Cloaths, and Meat, and all the bravery 
it helps him to. Bur beſides theſe more 
obvious Preſents of God's Bounty, we 
enjoy other effe&ts of his Goodnels , 
which, though by rhe Cuſtomarinels of 
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their being poſleſſed, they prove leſs Con- 
{picuous than the other, yet grow no leſs 
priz'd, when the want or loſs of them 
makes us ſenſible of the true value of them. 
Had I the leiſure, Lindamor; to lead your 
thoughts with me to the Gallies, and 
ſhew you there thoſe wretched Captives, 
that are chain'd to the Oars they tug ar, 
and though expos'd to all the' Miſeries 
and Hardſhips of a tempeftuous Sea, have 
oftentimes cauſe given them, by their bar- 
barous uſage aſhore, to fear rhe Ocean 
lefs than any Port, ſave Death. Could I 
draw from you the Currains of ſick and 
dying Men, and open to you that fad 
Scene, where ſome pine and languiſh away 
by diſtempers, that deprive them of all 
Joys, Advantages, and (what is more con- 
liderable ) Ules of Life, before they caſe 
them of Life ir (elf ; Others breath rather 
than live, perpetually rormented either 
with their Diteaſes or Phyſick to pro- 
traſt a wretched life, upon terms that 
turn it into a trouble : And orhers {trugling * 
with the rude pangs of death, are ** 


rchance leſs tormented by them, than ' 


y the fad proſpet of their former life, 
and the remembrance of thoſe criminal 
pleaſures, which yet it perhaps leſs troubles 


ther 


” gms | 5 _ you mn gay mr” | * 


Seraphick Love. 

them that thy muſt now forego, than that 

once enjoy d =_ fwd; para, hc 
you into Hoſpitals, and ſhew you there 
the various ihapes of Humane Miſery, and 
how many Souls, narrowly lodg'd, (if I 
may fo ſpeak) in. Synecdochical Bodies, 
{ce their earthen Cottages moulder away 
to Duſt ; thoſe miſerable perſons by the 
loſs of one Limb after another, ſurviving 
but part of themſelves, and living to ſee 
themſelves dead and buried by peace-meal. 
Should I, to diſpatch, Lindamor, ſhew you 
all the ſeveral Companies of Mourners, 
that almoſt make up Mankind, and dit, 
cloſe ro you how copious ſhowrs of Tears 
do almoſt every where water (not to fay 
overflow ) this vale of Mileries ; you 
would perchance ſce cauſe ro think, that 
Gods priyative (if I may fo ſpeak) may 
contend with his poſitive Favours; and 
that you owe litrle leſs for what you are 
not, than for what you are, to that dif- 
criminating Mercy of his, to which a- 
lone you owe your exemption from Mi- 
{cries, as great as the Bleſling ir con- 
fers on you : For, Who maketh thee to 
differ > is a queſtion that may be as well 
askt in reference to our External, as 
to our Spiritual condition. Which in- 
| I 2 VIteS 
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vites me to mind you, Lindamer, that you 
are yet more engag'd to God's love for 
proteQting you from thoſe groſs Vices that 
disfigure moſt Mens minds, than from 
thoſe leſs dangerous, though more reſent- 

cd diſcaſes that diſtemper their bodies. 
For, Ambition, Luſt, Avarice, Revenge, and 
even that vainConverſation which youngGen- 
tlemen are generally pleas'd to think foin- 
nocent, are really more formidable and per- 
nicious Diſeaſes and Calamities, than thoſe 
chat reduce men to take Phyſick, orthruſt 
them into Hoſpitals. To evince the truth 
of which Paradox, I hope I ſhall not need 
ro mind you of judging of the dangerouſ- 
neſs of Diſeaſes by the Nobleneſs of that 
_ aftefted, ſince I can tell you, that 
1e that cannot err, ſeems daily to juſtific 
our Aſſertion, by inflicting ſickneſs and 
the ſharpeſt outward Calamities on his 
own deareſt Children, to preſerve them 
from the contagion of Sin, or cure them 
of the unfilial Habitudes of it. And 
therefore, ſince, when we ſee a tender 
Mother apply a painful Cauſtick ro the 
neck of her Favourite-Infant, threatned 
by the Appolexy, we ſ{cruple not to 
conclude, that ſhe thinks the trouble of 
an Ifſus, an Evil inferior to the —_ 
100 
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ſion Fir, So when we ſee our Heavenly 
Father ſend Infirmities and Croſſes to re- 

ſcue thoſe he loves, from the Contagion or 
Dominion of Sin ; we may ſafely conclude, 

he thinks Affliction a leſs evil than,Guilr, 

ſince he is too Wiſe ond Indulgent a Phy- 
ſitian to Cure with a Remedy worſe than 

the Diſeaſe. In the eighth of Dewteronomy, 
there is a caution given the /ſraelites, leſt 
Proſperity ( which1is wont to be a kind of 
Lethe, that makes Men forget all bur 
their Enjoyments ) ſhould make any of 
then ſay in his Heart, My power, and the Putt. 
might of my hand hath gotten me this wealth. OD 
But ( faith my Text ) they ſhall remember 

the Lord their God: for he it is that gi- 

wveth them power to get wealth. It is not 

the revolting ſraclites only , of whole 
Ignorance, of his Bounty God may 
complain, as he did by rhe Prophet , 

by whom he faid , / taught Ephraim to ein; 3. 
go, taking them by their Arms , but they 
knew not that I healed them: And there 

are but roo many of whom he might ſay, 

as he did by the ſame Prophet; For ſhe did ** 14:9 
not know that I gave her corn, and wine , 

and oil, and multiplyd her Silver and her 
Gold, which they prepard for Baal : There- 

fore will I return and take away my Corn 
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thereef, and will recover my Wooll and 
Flax given to cover her nakedneſs. And this 
will make way for the deſign I had to 
recommend the advantageouineſs of God's 
I ove by ſaying , That as for Spiritual 
Goods, he gives us in this Life {orich an 
earneſt of expected Joys, rhat even the 
earneſt is a ſtock large enough to ſubſiſt 
with Comfort on, and really out-yalues 
and tranſcends all thoſe momentary plea- 
ſures, it requires us to forlake, ro keep 
up a Title to Eternal Ones. Bur to par- 
ricularize God's Mercies to us in this ve- 
ry life, would certainly take up a conti- 
erable part of it, And yer the Love God 
bears us dies not with us, nor doth ( as 
Mens Afﬀections ) either endure a Funeral 
in our Tombs, or ſurvive only in a uſeleſs 
grief, ( or an eſteem as bootlefs. ) No, 
God's love is ſo far from reſembling the 
uſual ſort of Friends, who, when they have 
accompanied us to the Grave,do there leave 
us; that, like the Angels that carried 
Lazarnss Soul te Abraham's boſom , Its 
Ofhiciouſneſs begins then moſt to appear, 
when our dark Eyes are clos'd , and is 
then trueſt ro the beloved Soul , when 
ſhe for{akes the Body ; giving each Bleſ- 
| 5 
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ſed Saint cauſe to ſay of God, what Nao- Ruthz=v, 
mi did of Boaz, that Je hath not left off his 
kindneſs to the living, and to the dead. Now, 
indeed ( ſays our Saviours Favorite ) are 1 Job. 3.1: 
we the Sons of God, and it doth not y:t ap- 
pear what we ſhall be: But we know, when 
he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him. This 
Bleſt expeAtance muſt be now my Theme, 
becauſe the narrow Limits , which my 
Deſign hath placd ro this Diſcourſe 
( of the Advantages accruing from God's 
Love ) will leave no more room untaken 
up by Heaven. 

Bur, Lindamor, before I proceed to ſer $:8. 1g. 
forth to you the Greatnels of the Felicity re- 
{crv'd for us in Heaven, it will, I fear, be 
requiſite tomind you of the lawfulneſs of 
having an eye to it. For many, not unde- 
ſervedly, applauded Preachers, have of late 
been pleas'd to reach the People, that to 
hope for Heaven is a Mercenary,Legal,and 
therefore unfilial Aﬀection. Indeed, ro hope 
for Heaven as Wages for Work perform'd, 
or by way of Merit, in the proper and 
ſtrict Acceptation of that term , were a 
preſumption, to which none of the Di- 
vines, we diſſent from, can be too much 
an Enemy, nor perhaps more fo than I 


am, But to take in God's Bleſſings among 
the 
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the Motives of Loving God, is, but to 
do as he did , who ſaid, 7 love the Lord 
becauſe he hath heard my woice and my - ſuppli- 
cations ; and to look upon the joys of Hea- 
ven, to comfort and ſupport us in the hard- 
ſhips and loſſes ro be undergone in our 
journey thitherward is, to imitate no worſe 
a Man than Meſ-s, of whom it is ſaid, that 
he eftcemed the —_ of Chriſt greater 
riches than the Treaſures in Agypt ; for he 
had reſpeft, or turn'd his Eye, ( «mm ) 
unto the recompence of the reward. It is 
indeed, Lindamor, a happy Frame of 
Mind , to be able to love God purely for 
himſelf, without any Glance at our own 
Advantages. Bur though I dare not de- 
ny, that it is poſſible to attain to ſo high 
and difintereſs'd a kind of Love, yct Ithink 
that that Excellency, ſuppos'd to be vouch- 
ſaf'd ro ſome Men, is not by the Scrip- 
ture cxacted as a Duty from all Men. 
Were all the Kecompence of Piety of a 
worldly Nature, and to be here receiv'd, 
the Actions invited to,by the Intuition of ir, 
might paſs for Mercenary. But when 
Heaven is chiefly hoped for , as it will 
admir us unto the fruition of God him- 
telf in Chriſt, and that the. other Joys 
expected there, are {6 far from veg, | 

0 
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o of a ſenſual or aworldly Nature, that 

rd they are known nor to be attainable, till 

[= by death, the Senſes and Bodies them- 

1- ſelves, and all the merely animal. Facul- 

]- ries be aboliſhd, for a Heaven fo conſi- 

ir der'd, I ſay, to forego readily all the plea- 

ſe {ures of the Senſes, and undergo cheertully 

ir allthehardſhips and dangers that are wont 

7 to attend a Holy Life, 15, Lindamor ſuch 

bo a kind of Mercinarineſs, as none, but a 

) Reſigned, Noble, and Believing Soul, is 

S likely tobe guilty of. If I ihould fay that 

f fearitſelf, and even the fear of Hell, may 

Js be one juſtifiable Motive of Mens actions, 

n though I ſhould propoſe, what thoſe I am 

t- reaſoning with, would think a Paradox ; 

h yet I ſhould perhaps, hold forth therein no 

k more than the Scripture does, Let «s there- yeb. 4; x; 
= fore fear, (ſays the Writer to the Hebrews ) 

- leſt a promiſe being left us of entring into his 

1. reſt, any of you ſhall ſeem to come ſhort of it. And 

a noleſs eminent an Herald of the Goſpel 

, than'St. Paul, who {ſucceſsfully maintain'd 

I the Evangelical againſt the Legal Spirit, 

n thus profeſſeth of himſelf, 7 keep under : ——_s 9. 
Ii my body and bring it unto ſubjettion, leſt 

- any means , I have Preachd to 

O others, I my ſ-if ſhould be a caſt-a-way. 

; / And 'twas f ro Slaves er Huelings, 
i that 
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that Chrift dires this admonition, 7 ſay N 

Luk. 12. #7fo you , my Friends, Be not afraid of | 
%7' them that kill the Body, and after that B' 
have no more that thry can do: But Twill | | 
foremarn you whom you ſhall fear , fear him, y 

which after he hath kill'd, hath power to caſt 

into Hell; Tea, I ſay unto you, ( a gemina- : 

tion, which the preſent controverſie ſhews C 

not to have been cauſeleſs ) fear him. |; 
Where the Paraphraſe given of God, is fo 

not barely deſcriptive Gas ratiocinative 

(ro borrow thoſe terms of the Schools ) |? 

in warning us not only whom we ſhould, 

and ſhould not fear, but why we ſhould 

fear the one and not the other. As when 

' Fer. 4. St. Paul ſays, 1 know whom 1 have 
2 Tim.z. truſted, he means what manner of per- ju 
it: ſon, how faithful (asSt. Peterelſewhere calls | ” 
God) and how omnipotent : whence immedi- | 

ately he adds, And 1 am perſuaded that he is 

able to keep that which I have committed unto of 

him againſt that day. More Texts of the ſame R 
Import might be added, if the Deſign of 

thoſe already alledg'd were other, than bi 

ro Faciliratethe admiilion'of the more plau- | 

ſible Truth we have been making our , Bs 

and which to us ſeems very clecrly held 

forth in thoſe and the like Scriptures, 
which are therefore cited our of the * 

New , # 


a) 
of 
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New Teſtament, that they might have the 

greater Authority with one ſort of our An- 

tagonifts 7 preſs toward the mark of the prize Phil-3.14. 

of the high calling of God in Chrift Feſws. 

Bleſſed are they that do his Commandments, Revaz.14 
that they may dow right to the Tree of Life, 

and may enter in through the Gates into the 

City. Laying up in ftore for themſelves a good i Tim. 6. 

| foundation againſt the time to come, that they '* 

may lay hold of eternal Life. To them, who by 

patient continuing in well-doing, ſeek for 

( (nnwa) Glory, and Honour, and Immortality, 

Eternal Life. And of Chriſt himſelf, whoſe 

[Love to God is queſtionleſs Filial and 
Unequalable, 'ris faid, Looking unto Fc- Rom.2.17. 

Jus the Amthor and Finiſher of our Faith, ——— 
who, for the Foy that was ſet before him, 


_ | endured the Ovp, deſpiſed the Pray and 


i ſet down at the right hand of the Throne 
of God. Nor ſee I why it ſhould be Un- 
filial for a Child of God to further the 
Raiſing of rhoſe Paſſions, which his hea- 


venly Farther intends to have rais'd in 


' him, upon the ſame Grounds and Mo- 


tives that God 1s pleas'd to employ ta 
excite them. And fince the Scriprure 
ſeems plainly to invite our hopes, by re- 


cording St. Pauls having faid, Every Man 


| that firivith for the maſtery is temperate 1, 
, in 


IZL 


Mar.5-12-ing in one place, Rejoyce, and be. exceeding 
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in all things; now they do it to obtain a corrup= 
tible Crown, but we an incorruptitle. And by 
repreſenting our Saviour himſelf, as ſay- 


glad, for great us your Reward in Heaven: In 
another, Be thou faithful unto Death, and T| ye 
will give thee a Crown of Life. * And in di- 
vers others ſpeaking to the like purpoſe ; | cre 
Since, I ſay, the Scripture ſeems thus to 
allure our hopes, would it not be a kind | þ, 
of accuſing it of an aptneſs to delude and | ry, 
en{nare us, to teach, that it propoſeth to | y1, 
us the powerfulleſt objes to incite our | 1, 
po if it be ſinful ro cheriſh and har-| , 
the paſſions naturally belonging to | th 
thoſe objects 2 and certainly, Lindamer, | jn 
ſince God, who, as our Creator, knows | y, 
the Frame and Conſtitution of - Man's 4 
Soul, incomparably better than he him- | 
ſelf, is pleas'd to deal with our Hopes and | (; 
our Fears, to engage us to his ſervice :| R 
It very ill becomes us, either to quarrel | g 
with his Methods of working on our | { 
Spirits, or to reject any help which he | 1, 
is 

le 

n 

0 


has bcen pleas'd to afford a Piety, which | 
for ought ever I could obſerve, does 
even in the beſt Men find reſiſtance 
enough to keep any help that can be em- 
ployed to promote it from being ſuper- 

{titious. | 
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ſtirious. And truly, the animating or dif- 


-Fouraging influence, that Hope,or the want 


of it, 1s wont to have upon our endeavors, 
makes me very apprehenſive, that ſince rhe 
enlivening hopes of Heaven are nor able 


ro make moſt mens endeavours, other than 
very Languid, the forbidding thoſe ſup- 
porting hopes would ſoon weaken and de- 
creaſe our endeavours into none at all. 


Bur, Lindawmer, though I may perhaps 5.9. 2c, 


have taken ſome pains in ſtudying Con- 
rroverſial Divinity, yer I take {o little 
pleaſure in writing of it, that though 
not only a {caſonable Duty to truth, bur 
a neceſſary one to the enſuing part of 
this Diſcourſe, have preſſed me to ſerve 
in this Cauſe ; yer I ihall perhaps obrain 
—_ pardon ſooner than my own, for 

aving thus long tu{pended the diſcour- 
ſing to you of rhe Advantageouſneſs of 
God's love to us, as it gives us here a 
Right, and will hereafter give us admiſſi- 
on, to Heaven, Heaven, the brighr Seat of 


{o much happineſs, that we ſhall ſcarce- 


| ly count amongſt our Joys, that Heaven 


is the ſear of chem. There the Excel- 
lency of the poſlefled Goods ſhall as 
much diſappoint our expectations, as in 
other fruitions the emprineſs is wont m 
Q. 


124 Seraphick Love. 

do. The Apoſtle tells us, that Eye hath 
not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither have entred 
into the heart of Man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love him. Such 
pure refin'd Delights not only ſtoop not 
unto-Senſe, but are ſublime enough even | 
to tranſcend imagination. When Fancy 
hath form'd and ſhap'd the perfeeſt Ideas, 
that its abſtractions can make, of Bleſ- 
ſedneſs ; our own more happy experiences 
of greater, muſt diſabuſe us, when we 
come to Heaven ; which is a foil, whole | 
fruitfulneſs is ſo confin'd to Joy, that even | 
our diſappointments and miſtakes {hall 
there contribute to our happineſs; which 
will ſo much partake of his immenſity, 
whole Gift it is that you ſee the Apoſtle 
gives it a Negative deſcription : and to 
create in us apprehenſions underogato- 
ry from what we ſhall poſſeſs, not only 
removes our thoughts from all we do en- 
joy, but exalts them above all that we 
can fancy. At which way of- proceed- 
ing, that you may the lels wonder, Lin- 
damor, be pleaſed to conſider, that in 
Heaven our Faculties ſhall not only be | 
gratifi'd with ſuitable and acceptable 
objects, and conſequently our Capaci- 
ries of Happinels, as well ——_— 


1 Cor-2.9. 
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filld. A Child not yet releas'd our of 
the homely prifon of the Womb, cannot 
there poſhibly frame Ideas of thoſe de- 
lights, which will be afforded him by the 


| pleaſing noiſes, and the glittering objects 


that will preſent themſelves to him after 
his Birth. And the fame Child whilſt he 
contiriues in his Nonage, though he may 
with Delights look upon Emblems. finely 
drawn and painted, and may take\ ſome 
pleature in beholding the neat and ſurpri- 
Zing CharaQters and Flouriſhes of a Greek 
and Hebrew Bible curiouſly Printed ; yer 
he cannot then imagine the pleaſure the 
ſame objedts will atord him, when Age 
and Study ſhall have ripened and in- 
ſtruted his Intelletuals, and made him 
capable both of underſtanding and reliſh- 
ing the excellent Moralities, couch'd in 
thoſe ingenuous Emblems, and the pro- 
found and ſaving Myſteries, wherewith 
that Divine Book, the Scripture, ( eſpeti- 
ally in irs original Tongues ) does to an 
Intelligent and Religious Peruſer, appear 
repleniyh'd. Such a double advantage, 
Lindamor, among others, the admiſſion 
into Heaven brings thoſe, ro whom that 
Bleſſing is vouchtaf'd : For, beſides that 
ſet of Objects, (if I may 1o ſpeak) fo 

new 
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new and ſo peculiar to Heaven, that their 
Ideas could never enter into Men's 
thoughts before their admiſſion there ; 
beſides this, I ſay, our then enlarg'd ca- 
pacities will enable us, even in objects 
which were not altogether unknown ro us 
before, to perceive things formerly undil- 
cern'd, and derive thence both new and 
greater farisfactions and delights. Wonder 
nor,': Lindamor, that in mentioning the 
joys of Heaven, I uſe the expreſſions 1 find 
leſs detraftory from a Theme, as much 
above our Praiſes, as the Heaven they are 
enjoyd in is above our Heads. For, 
though ſuch exprefſions may ſeem ſome- 
what Tumid and Aſpiring, and fitter much 
for one that celebrates, than for one that 
bur aſſerts: Yer cannor I ſcruple to uſe 
{eeming Hyperboles in the mention of 
Felicities, which make the highelt Hyper- 
boles bur ſeeming ones. For thoſe Joys, 
Lindamor, of Heaven, are like its Stars, 
which by reaſon of our remoteneſs from 
them, appear extremely little, though real- 
ly in themſelves they are fo vaſt, that a 
leſs than the largeſt is by odds greater 
than the biggeſt object upon Earth, nay, 


than the whole Earth it ſelf And therefore / 


as if I were to take you with me to con- 
remplate 
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template the Plancts, I would ſhew you 
them through ſuch a Teleſcope, as by a 
greatning thoſe bright Objects in compa- 
riſon of what to the unaſſiſted Eye they ap- 
pear, doth ſomewhat leſſen the difadvan- 
tage of Remotenefs, and ſhews thein with 
lets detraCtion from their true Magnitude; 
{o mentioning to you the Felicities of Hea- 
ven, I think it not unlawful or Improper 
to endeavour, by repreſentations, tranſcen- 
ding w* - they appear, to give you Noti- 
ons lels inferior ro what they are. 


In Heaven, then, we jhall raſte hap- $22. 2t; 


pinels enough, to enable us to reCtihe 
che definition of it. We may there be 
inſtructed how ro Name and Rate all 
Goods by thoſe that will Concentre in- 
to the Felicity we ſhall poſleſs, which 
ſhall be there made up of the Confluence, 
PerfeCtion, and Perperuiry bf all true Joys. 
For, Heaven will make us happy, not 
( as Philoſophy pretends to do) by the 
Continement, but by the Fruition of our 
Deſires : which ſhall neither fail in the 
choice of rheir Objets, nor mils of the 
enjoyment of them ; bur be, both uner- 
ringly Juſt, and infallibly Accompliſh'd : 
In the former of which Properties, (as our 
then RefQtifh'd Reaſon will conſider things) 

K we 


128 


Seraphick Love. 


we ſhall think our ſelves happicr (yer) than 
in the latter. We ſhall there reſemble the 
Saints we here Admire, and ſhall nor onl 

See, and be like thoſe Pious Worthics,whole 
virtues Eclipfe theirs, which among the Hea- 
then Deifi'd leſs deſcrving Heroes; thoſe ex- 
ccllent Perſons that did as well Ennoble as 
inſtruct Mankind, giving us cauſe to Glo- 
ry, and to Bluſh rhat we are Men, and 
whoſe Stories have the unparalell'd Honor 
of being recorded by Infpir'd Pens ; Thoſe 


H.b.12-23 Spirits, 1 (ay, of juſt Mn mad: perfect, as the 


Scripture terms them, ſhall be our conſtant 
and familiar Company, into whole bleſſed | 
Society we ſhall not only be Welcome, but 
Encreaſc it. In Heaven, we ſhall have a 
bleſs'd and familiar Converlation with 
thoſe ſame glorious Spirits, whoſe Nature 
doth inveſt them with ſuch a Luſtre, that 
all the Diſadvantage of their Diſguiles, 
when they Appear tous, doth ſcarce tuffice 
to confine our Raptures to Reſpects below 
Idolatry, and darken them into Objects 
for our Wonder, not Adoration. There 
we ſhall ſee (a Sight worthy dying for) that 
Bleſſed Saviour, of whom the Scripture! 
docs ſo much, and fo excellently entertain 
us, and who having done and ſuffer'd fo 


much for us, does ſo highly deſerve of us, 


borh, 
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both upon the ſcore of lus infinite perfeQi- 
ons, and upon the account of his ineſtima- 
ble Benefits. Yes, there ſhall we ſee that 
Holy and Divine Perſon, who, when he 
vouchlaf'd as his Favorite-Diſciples ſpeaks) *E-x wr 
to pitch his Tent among 1s, and dwell with " © of 
Men on Earth, to fit them by his Merits j.t.:. 11. 
and Example to dwell with him in Heaven, 
did {0 adatrably mix an awful Majelty 
with an humble meekneſs, and the aflum'd 
Infirmities of his human Nature, with the 
{caſonable Coruſcations of his Divine; and 
exprels'd in his whole lite, fo perfet and 
exemplary a Virtue,and yet ſo much Sweet- 
nels and Gentlenels rowards thoſe Aſp:rers 
to it, that that were the moſt ſhort of it ; 
that the Jews rhemlelyes could fay of him, 
That, Ze had done all things well ; and his Mats. 3x 
very Enemies, that were employed to ap- 
prehend him as a Malefactor, confels'd 
even to thoſe that {ent them to do 1o, 
That never man ſpake like him. And his Apo- jub. 7. 45. 
{tles, who had moſt opportunity to pry 
narrowly into his Actions, and were of a 
condition and breeding very unlike to in- 
fule into them Heroicx Reſolutions, did, 
in ſpight of rhe frequent reproofs their 
failings exrorred from him, and of the 
hardihips that artended his fervice , 
think even death ir ſelf in his Company, 
K 2 more 
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more Eligible, than life led our of it; Ler 
rs alſo go that we may die with him ({ays even 
the diltruſtful Thomas to his fellow Diſci- 
ples.) Bur, Lindamor, we ſhall there ſce the 


?. 2. 7. Son of God, not in that Form of a Servant, 


Rev 19.16, 


Ma 23 18. 


Mar. 4. 13- 


Luk. 1. 


Heb. 1. 6. 


whicly he put on, that he might ſuffer for 
us, and exerciſe his Prieſtly and Prophetick 
Function here below; bur in thar Regal 
State and Condition, which belongs to hum 
by Virrue of his Kingly Office; on whoſe 
{core he 1s {liicd in the Scripture, Xing of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords, all Power or Au- 
rhority being (as himſelf{peaks) given him 
both 1n Heaven and in Earth. And now 
Nobly attended may we {ſuppoſe this Di- 
vine Monarch to be in his Exalted Condi- 
tion in Heaven,when in his ſtate of Humi- 
lation on Earth, whilſt he was in the Wil- 
d:rneſs among the Wild Beaſts, the Angels are 
recorded to have miniſtred unto him; and 
whilſt he lay {wayth'd in a homely Man- 
ger, the multitude of the Caleſtial Hoſt 
were heard to folemnize his miraculous 
Birth, according to that Paſlage of the Wri- 
ter to the Hebrews, When he Eringeth the firſt 
b:ectien into th: World, (he faith) And let all 
th: Angels ef God worſbip him | And yet ſuch 
contiderable and noble Creatures, thoſe 
immaterial Inteiitgencers, called Angels, 

are, 
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are, that One of them in One night was? N88 
able to deſtroy above a hundred and four- * *' 
{core thouſand Men , in the blaſphemous 
Senach-riv's impious Camp. And fo much 
Majeity and Superiority, does their Natuzec 
give them, in reference even ro the emi- 
nenteit of Mortals, That, whca th2 un- 
daunted Joſhua had boldly challeng'Q one of 
them, that appcar'd to him ia the likenels 
of a Man,and demanded whom he was for ; 
when he knew him to be an Angel, (ualeſs 
he. {uppos'd him to be that promis'd Mel 
fiah, who is ci{ewhere call'd th2 Angel of the Ma 3-1. 
Covenant, as it iS in the Original, and in 
the fame "Text th: Lord ) he alters his Ad- 
dreſs unto him inthis {ubmillive one, Hat [oth 5. 
ſaith my Lord unto his Servant? And even ” 


Wiſe and Holy Daniel himlelf, who was the 


{econd Perſon of the World for Power, and 
the firſt for much nobler Attributes, Wil- 
dom, and Underſtanding, who ſaw to ma- 
ny Governors of yatt Provinces, and Pro- 
felſors of admired Magick, interior to him- 
ſelf; yer confeſſes to the Angel, that ap- 
pear'd to him, that he was confounded 
and dilanimated at his Preſence, and adds, 
How can the Servant of this my Lord, talk Pan. 12. 
with this my Lord» We may ſafely there» © 
fore expect, that we ſhall chen behold our 
K 3 Ya- 
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Saviour, not in thoſe diſguiſes which difh - 
gur'd him in their Eyes, that only conft- 
der'd his Sufferings, bur in that triumphant 
Condition , Wherewith they are now re- 
warded. The Thorns of his now na 
more Gauling , but Adorning ) Crown 
will appear upon that Radiant Head of 
his, more Glorious, than thole of the 


Exod. 3.2. flaming Buſh, wherein God appear'd to 


Moſes. © And we ſhall not ſee that deſpica- 
ble Form, which made the Prophet fay, 
perſonating the generality of the Jewiih 


IG. 53.2. Nation contemporary with the Meſlias {wn 


IG. 5.6. 


He hath no Form nor Comelin:fs, and when w2: 
ſhall ſee him, there is no B:amy that we fhould 
arfire kize, Bat weſhall tee himencompaſls'd 
with {o much Majeſty, and ſhining with fo 
much of his Genuine Splendor and Beauty, 
that wethall deſervedly eiteem him Nephlc, 
the Admirall:. And our raviſh'd Souls thall 
by the more attentive contemplation of 
him, but find more cauſe ro imitate the 
Spouſe in Solomon's myſtick Epithalamium ; 
who having dwelt upon the Beauty of the 
fevcral parts that concurr'd to the accom- 
plithing .of the Divine Bridegroom, ex- 
claims 11 an Epiphonema, very contrary to 
the expreſſion lately * mentioned in the 
Prophet, Z? & altegeto;y d:firzs, or by an 
| Hebrai{m. 
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Hebraiſm, mcſt d:;firable, which our Eng- 
liſh renders, HJ: i altogeth:y lov!ly. His 
Eyes will there appear as St. John repre- 


ſents them, of ative Fire, and will into Rv. 1.14. 


| the willing Breaſts of the raviſh'd Behol- 


* i 
mr 


ders, ſhoot Flames as Pure, as Holy, and 
as dearhleſs as thoſe Farhers of the Church, 
who beliey'd not the Angels altogether In- 
corporeal, may be ſuppos'd to 206 con- 
ceived the Seraphims to conſiſt of, Certain- 
ly ; ſince ( as the Scripture informs us) Z# 
nevzr enired into the h:art of man, what God has 
reſerd in F-aven for thoſe that love him; 
That Glory can be but imperfectly expreſs'd 
by the bare Epithetof Inconceivable, with 
which God rewards the meritorious Suffe- 
rings and Obedience of that only begotten 
Son of his Love, for whoſeſake he is pleas'd 
to confer on ſo many thouſands of Men, 


unimaginable Glories. He that vouchlafes Ml. 4 2. 


ev'n to many of his Servants a brightneſs 


like that of the Stars, will ſure communi- 225-123: 


cate a more radiant Luſtre to the Son of 


Righteouſneſs, that only Son of His, whom Heb.12,;. 


(to borrow inſ{pird expreſſions) he hath made 
Feir of all things , by whom alſo he made 
the Worlds : who being the brightneſs of his 
Glory, and th: expreſ Image of his. Perſon, 
and upholding all things by the word of his 
| K 4 power 
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Eph.. 21- power, when h? had Ly himſelf pers our ſins, 
ſate down on th? right hand cf the Majeſty 
on hirh, far atov? all Principality and Power, 
ard rrght,and Dominion, and every nam? that 
is named,not only in this werld,$ut in that which 
is to come, Thereby exalting him, not only 
above all Earthly Princes and Potentates, 
but even above rhe higheſt Orders of the 
Spirics of che Caeleitial Hierarchy. 

Se. 19, Hut apprehend not ,, Lindamor , that 
this ſublime Exaltation of Chriſt will 
make him deſpiſe the meaneſt of his 
Saints, or diſilain Communion with him. 

Plil. 2.7. For, St. Pay! afſures us, That he was in 
the form of God, when he vouchſaf'd to 
take upon him the form of a Seryant, to 
make us free;and fure,he that condeſcend- 
cd {o far, and ſtoop'd fo law, to invite 
and bring us to Heaven, will not refuſe 
us. a Gracious Reception there. In the 
days of his Flcſh he was pleas'd to own 
Lazarns,cven inthedilhonors of the Grave, 
and _ vouchiaf'd him in, that deſpicable 
condition the Glorious Titiec of his Fricnd. 
And when he deſcended the Mount of 

2 (90 Olives, all the loud Acclamations of the 

$7,38,41. glad Multitude , that ſang HHeoſanna's to 

him, and ſtrew'd his way withtheir Palms, 
their Veſtments and thicir Praifes, could 
nor 
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not divert him from Deploring, even with 
Tears Feruſalem's approaching tare; and ex- 
preſſing in the midſt of his Triumphs a Con- 
cern, for the very worlt and ſtubborneſt of 
his Encmies. And,left it ſhould be thoughr, 
that he was thus concern'd for worthlets 
Mortals, only whilſt he Shar'd and Felt 
rhe Miſcries of their Condition ; give me 
leave to obſerve ro you, Lindamor, that 
immediately after his ReſurreXion, whilit 
the Senſe of the ſudden and unexampled 
change of his Condition was freth upon 
him, and the Remembrance of the Apoltle's 
Ingratirude in deſerring him, almoit as Re- 
cent; he ſticks not ro pive rhole very Dil- 
ciples that forſook him, the glorious Title, 
(and that a more familiar one than we find 


him to have allow'd them on Earth) of þ#s Mar.:8.1e 
Brethren; and particularly ſhews himſelf Mar 16. 7. 


Solicitous for that Peter, who, in ſ{pighr of 
all choſe empry boaſts, wherewith he not 


only ſcem'd to defie Dearth, bur Chriſt's: 


Prediction too, did not only forſake his 
Mafter,but deny'd him. He can in Heaven 
be fo concern'd for his diſtreſſed Members 
here on Earth, that nor onlyhe can rake 


notice, of expiring Stephen, rhorow that ag. ;, 


Cloud of fatal Stones that batter'd down 
his Priſon : and can, when Saul was perle- 
we 4 cuting 
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cuting the vulgar Chriſtian, cry out unto 
A1.9.5- him, Saul,Saul,why perſ:euteſt thou me 2 as if 
He, and thoſe that Love him, were but One: 

{4 the («- But in the Meſſages he ſends to the Angels 
"a4 or Governors of the ſeven Churches, he tuf- 
env ficiently manifeſts, That ſingle Chriſtians 
Apecayp:. may beas particularly in his Thoughts, as 
if they had no other Objet : His Great- 

neſs will not make his Kindneſs leſs fami- 

liar, but only more Obliging ; He diſdains 

©. .. ot, even after his Aſcenſion, to ſay, Be- 
1 held. 7 ſtand at th: door and knock, if any man 
h:ar my woice, and openithe door, 1 will come in 
to him, and will ſup with him, and he with me. 
Thar King, in the Parable, by whom him 
ſelf is repreſented, is pleaſed himſelfto wel- 
come cach Individual truſty Servant with 
a peculiar, Euge bone Serve ; And in ano- 
ther Parable he ſcruples not to repreſent 
the great condeſcenfions and familiarity, 
wherewith the Lord ſhall renumerate rhe 
faichful and watchful Seryants, by telling 
Lak 12. his Diſciples, Bl«{ſed are thoſe Servants, whom 
37- the Lord, when he cometh, ſhall find ſo watch- 
ing. Verily, I ſay unto you, that he ſhall 

gird himfclf, and will make them to fit down 

to meat, and will come forth to ſerve them. 

Ar which expreſſion, you will the leſs ad- 

mire, if you conſider, that beſides that it is 
parabo- 


Mart. 25. 
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) 

f parabolical,and probably hypcrbolical, and 
: {hereforc not to be taken ( as the French 
5 ſpeak, aupicd dz lalettre) ina {trick fence : 
b e find 1n the Evangelical Story, that our 
3 {Saviourdiſdain'd nor to converle familiarly 


3 with Publicans and Sinners, nor even to 
- [waſh the Feer of his Diſciples : And fince 
he condeſcended touch Familiarity ro thoſe 
> [frail Mortals, fo many of whom were apt 
- [to turn the favours of God into Wanton- 
| [neſs, we may the lefs admire his gracious 
| [eondeſcenſions to thoſe, the Sinletsneſs of 
whoſe condition will keep them from curn- 
ing his vouchſafements into any thing, but 
occaſions of Joy and Gratitude. Marvcl 
not, Lindamor, as at an impertinency, that 
I appear fo folicirous to poſſeſs you with 
high apprehenſions of the ſuper-eminent 
Dignity and Felicity of our exalted Savi- 
our; and that inthe loftieſt and moſt mag- 
nificent expreſſions, the Scripture affords 
me, I have endcayoured to make out to 
you, that the bright Son of Righteouineſs 
15 now grown uncapable of juffering E- 
clipſes, but ſhines with unclouded and une- 
qual'd Splendor ; and that we ſhall in Hea- 
ven ( as the Writer to the Z:brews ſpeaks) 
See Feſus, who mas maze a little ( or for a ye, . 
ſhort while, ceaxy 7 ) lower than the An- 
5 7s gels, 
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gels, for the ſuſſering of Death, crown'd with 


Glory, ard Honour. For it will make Heaven F 


more Heaven to us, to find him reigning 


there, who hath fſuflerd fo much for us ;F© 


and for whom, if we e'er come thither, we 
{hall have ſo much ſuffer d. For, ſince our 
Lovewill, as the reſt of our {urviving Gra- 
ces, be perfected and grow compleat. in 
Heaven ; the incflable Happineſs of our 
dear Redeemer mult needs bring an encreale 
ro ours, commenturate to the Ardency of 
our Love for him, and we ſhall reliſh no 
Happineſs more than that ; which is there» 
fore ours, becaule he is happy, and fup- 
polcs in him,whar it confers on us. Beſides 
that, fince the Regal Dignity ; wherein { as 
Mediator) he is Inſtated, may make us owe 
our Salvation to his Sentence, as well as 
ro his Merits ; Heaven it felf will be in- 
ettimably endear'd to us, by our enjoying 
1t upon his account. I need nor tcil you, 
what a value Lovers are wont to {ct upon 


the leait Favours that can be beſtowed 


on them by their Miſtreſles, and that of- 
rentimes a worthleſs Ribband, a Braceler 
of Hair, or ſome ſuch Trifle, that no- 
thing can make precious bur her preſent- 


ing it, 1s highlier valued by the tranſpor- 


red Lover, than . the richeſt Pretents of } 


Nature, or of Fortune, How great a 
Bleſſing 
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Bleſſing muſt it then be, Lindamer, to owe 
oys that need notendearing Circumſtances 
merit the name of Happinels, to a Per- 
fon fo belov'd, that even Heaven ir ſelf 
will bring more Felicity to the amorous 
Soul, as 1t 1s a proof of. his Love, than 


ſthart it is a Donative of his Bounty. As 


paſſionate Brides do incomparably more 
value the Wedding-Rings whuch their glad 
Lovers give them, as Pledges than as Gold. 
'Tis {aid of the perſecuted and diſgraced 
Apoſtles, that they rejoyced to have been At et. 
counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his Name. 


' [Bur if they delervedly rejoyc'd to be 


allowed to ſuffer for him ; of how much 
Joy ſhall rhey have jult cauſe, that are ad- 
mitted to Reign with him 2 his having ſup- 
ported the Hardſhips and the Toyls ( for I 
muſt not now call them Evils) to which 
our afflicted Condition of Mortality is ex- 
pos'd, does {o much Alleviate them, and re- 
freſh us under them, that in this ſence alſo 
it may be truly {aid, that the chaſtiſement of '® 53: 5+ 
our peace was upon him, and by his hurts we 
are healed. Burt he that reliey'd us even 
by his Crols, will fure do more for us by 
his Crown, when he ſhall admit, andeven 
invite, cach faithful ſervant to no leſs a 
. Bleſſing, rhan to exter int his Maſters Foy, Mus 1 
50 
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So rich a Source of Happineſs did Chri 
deſign to make himſelf ro us in all his 
capacities and conditions, that in Heaveti 
and in Earth, it was, and will be, his gra- 
cious and conſtant imployment, to ſhare 
our Griefs, or impart to us his Joys; and 
cither leſſen our Miſcries by his Sutferings; 
or increaſe our Happineſs by his Felicity. 

- Expedt not, Lindamoer, that I thould 
ſolemnly beg your pardon for this ſeem- 
ing Excurſion, till I come to think it a 
digreſſion, to inſiſt on the Blellednels of 
Chriſt in Heaven, treating of the Happi- 
neſs which thoſe that love him will " 


3 
fo 
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joy there. Wherefore, not to ſpend 

time in imploring a needleſs forgiveneſs, 

I ſhall proceed ro tell you, Lindamer, that 

in Heaven we ſhall not only ſee our elder 
Brother Chriſt , bur probably allo our 
Kindred, Friends, and Relations, that li- 

ving here in his Fear, died in his Favour. 

For ſince our Saviour tells us, that the 

Luk. 29. Children of the Reſurreftion ſhall be iniſyanor, 
equal to, or like the Angels, who yet in 
the Viſions of Daniel and St. John, appears 
to be acquainted with each other : ſince, in 
Luk. :6. the Parable ofthe miſcrable Epicure, and the 
happy Beggar, the Father of the faithful is 
repretented,as knowing, not only the Per- 

ſon, 
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ſon, and preſent condition, but the paſt 

Story of Lazarss : Since the Inſtructer of 

the Gentiles, confidently expects his Con- 

verted and Pious Theſſalonians, to be his | 
Crown at that great day; When the having ' "M2, | 
turned many to righteouſneſs , ſhall, as the Dan.z. | 
Scripture foretels, confer, a Star-like and 

immortal brightneſs. Since ( which is 


EE <a ey. 


chiefly conſiderable ) the knowledge of | 


articular actions, and, conſequently, per- 
hes ſeems requiſite to the atrainment of 
that great end of God, in the day of Judg- 
ment, the manifeſtation of the Punitive and 
Remunerative Juſtice : ſince, I ſay, theſe 
Arguments, beſides divers others, are af- 
forded us by the Scripture ; we may ſafely 


conclude it probable, that we ſhall know 


each other in a place, where, fince nothing 
requiſite to happineſs can be wanting, we 
may well ſuppole (ar lealt, if we can ima- 
gine here, what we ſhall think there) thar 
we ſhall not want fo great a ſatisfation,as | 
that of being knowingly happy in our other- | 
ſelves, our Friends. Nor is this only pro- | 
bable, Lindamor, but 'tis not improbable, 
that thoſe Friends that know us in Hea- 
ven, ſhall welcome us thicher. For, ſince 
Chriſt aſſures us, that the very Angels 4 
( though they be ſo far om being related 


ro 


Luk. 15. 7. 


1 Cor. 13- 
8. 
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to our pcrions, that they are Foreigners to 
our very Nature) receive acceſſion of Joy 
for a relenting Sinner, that by repentance 
begins to turn towards God; you will not 
thiak itablurd, that in a place where Cha» 
rity ſhall not only continue ( as St. Paul 
{peaks ) bur grow perfect, our dear Friends 
ſhould rejoyce to fee us,not only begin to 
turn towards God, but come home to him. 
Nor is it unlikely, that our tranſported 
Souls ſhall murually congratulate cach 0+ 
ther,their having now fully eſcaped thenu- 
merous Rocks, and Shelves, and Quick- 
{ands, and threatning Storms, and no leſs 
dangerous Calms, through which they are 
at length arrived at that peaceful Haven, 
where Innocence and Delight ( which arg, 
hcre{ofeldom matcht) are inſeparable Com- 
panions, both of cach other, and each Bleſ- 
ted Reſident. With thoſe Friends we here 
lamented, we ſhall there rejoyce. And 
"Twill be but need, that rhe dilcovery of 
each others Virtucs ſhould bring us to a 
mutual knowledge of our perſons; for 0- 
therwile we thall he ſo chang'd, that we 
thouid never know our Friends ; -and 
ſhould {ſcarce know our Selves, were not 
an eminent increale of knowledge a part 
of that happy change. 

For 
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For thoſe departed Friends, whom at 
our laſt Separation, we ſaw disfigured by 
all the ghaſtly horrors of Death, we ſhall 
then fee aſſiſting abour the Majeſtick 
Throne of Chriſt, with their once wile Bo- ,. _ 
dies transfienred into the likeneſs of his glorious © "MW 
Body, mingling their glad Acclamations 
with the Hallelujahs ot Thrones, Princi- 
palities, and Powers, and the molt dignifi'd 
Favourites of the Czleſtial Court. 1 need 
not tell you, Lindamor,that we ſhall be more 
juſtly tranſported at this Meeting, than 
was good old Facob at that of his Son Fo- 
{-ph, whom having long mourn'd for dead 
| and loſt, he found not only Alive, but a 
? great Favourite, ready to welcome him to 
an unknown»Court. For, whereas the Pa- 
| triach ſaid to his Son, Now let me die, fince Sen-46-30 
Thave ſ:en thy face; the (ecing of ourFriends 
| in Heaven will aſſure us, that we ſhall for 
ever Live with them there. The Re-uni- 
j onof Friends being there as priviledg,d 
from Divorce, as that of Soul and Body, 
4 ( which fcarce will be more {ſtrict and 
? ſatisfatoay.) For, here indeed, if our 


Friends do not allay our Love or Aﬀecti- 
on by unwelcome Actions, or their con- 
ragious Sufferings, we commonly dote on 
them to a Degree, that, as it were, Re- 
L duces 
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duces God to deprive us early of them,and 
ſnatch our Idolds, and his Rivals, from us. 
But there, our, on both ſides, compleated 
Graces, will not only Deſcrve, bur Allow a 
higher Strain of Friendſhip. 'The near Con- 
templation and Fruition of the infinitely 
tranſcendent Perfeftions of the Creator, 
keeping all our Kindnels to the Creatures, 
not only Subordinate to rhe Love we owe 
to God, bur grounded On it; as Excited 
Needles, when they {lick faſteſt to each 0- 
ther, owe their Union to thcir having both 
been touched by rhe Load-ltone; to which, 
they have therefore Both of them ſtronger 

Inciinations,rhan Either to the Other. 
There, probably, we thall farisfaQorily 
underſtand thoſe deep and obſcure Mylte- 
ries of Religion, which, the profoundeſt 
Clerks rhat love not to flatter themlſelves, 
acknowledge, they are unable fully ro 
Comprchend ; being atter all the Toyl 
and Induttry of ther anxious Enquiries, * 
reduc'd ro fit down with the Apoſtle's 
6:49 in Admiration of that Depth, 
whoſe Bottom they cannot Fathom. There 
we ſhall underſtand rholte obicure paſla- 
ges of ( That Divine Book, and un- 
capable of Flattery) the Scripture, which, 
notwithſtanding all that Bold Criticks, 
and 
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illuſtrare ir, woes til continue, in many 
Places, Obicure. There, diicerning how 
exquilitively the ſeveral Parts of 5ccip:ure 
are fitted to the ſeveral Times, Perions,and 
Occurences, wherein their All-foreſeeing 
Author intended moſt to uſe them ; we 
ſhall diſcern not only a Reconcileableneſs, 
bur a Friendſhip, and perfe&t Harmony, 
bertwixt choſe Texts, that here ſeem moſt 
at Variance, and ſhall diſcover nvt only 
the Senle of the obſcurcr Paſſages, bur 
the Requiſiteneſs of their having been 
written fo obſcurely : That ſtrange and 
peculiar;as well as otherwiſe cryptical Me- 
thod and Stile of Scripture, which often 
colts us to much ſtudy ro find it Rational, 
we ſhall there diſcover to be admirable and 
worthy of irs Omniſcient Author. There, 
I hope, we hall have clearly Expounded 
ro us thoſe Riddles of Providence, which 
have, but too often; tempted even good 
Men, to queſtion Gods conduct in the 
Goveriument of the World; whilſt the 
Calamities and Perlecutions of Virtue; 
and Innocence, ſeem approvy'd by him; 
whto accumulates Proſperities on their cri- 
minal Oppoſers. There, we ſhall be con- 
Yiae'd, that all thele ſeeming irregula* 

L 3 rities; 
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rities, which the Heathen thought fit to im- 
pure to the giddy Whimſies of a blind fe- 
male Deity, are not only conſiſtent with 
God's Juſtice and Goodneſs, but are Pro- 
ductions of it. And though ſuch a Belief 
does here,to inteligent | a6 perhaps 
a greater piece of Self-denial,than to refrain 
from Wine, or Gold, or Mittreſles ; yer in 
Heaven ic will appear as reaſonable as 
here we find it difficult. For,as Bildadſpeaks 
in Job, W: are but of yeſterday, and know ne- 
thing, _ our days upon Earth, are but a 
ſhadow. And the ſhortnels of our Tranſitory 
Lives,not permitting us to continue long 
enough Spectators here, to fee above a 
Scene or Two at moſt of that great Play, 
Acted by Mankind upon the Stage of the 
World; 'tis no wonder we are apt to harbor 
ſiniſter thoughts of the Contriver of aPlor, 
whoſe neither Beginning nor End we are 
acquainted with. Which yer is little leſs 
injurious, than 'twere to cenſure the lofty 
1Tragadian Seneca, or {ome other matchlels 
Arritt, -having peruſed bur a piece of ſome 
Tragedy, whercof the latter part never ar- 
rived at our view. But when once God's 
whole Plot (if I may fo ſpeak) and Cour 
duct in the Adminittration of the World, 
ſhall come ro be dilclos'd ; all thoſe Re- 


volu- 
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lutions and occurrences of Empires , 
States, Families, and particular Perſons, 
which Men are here ſo prone ro quarrel 
with, will there appzar 1o juſt, ſo requi- 
ſite, and fo ſcalonable, that thoſe yery 
things which here tempted us ro deny 
God, will rhere engage us to praiſe him ; 
and we ſhall not 1o properly be farisfy'd 
with his Providence, as raviſh'd. Bur eſpe- 
cially, we ſhall bs tranſported with Wonder 
and Gratitude, when God ſhall vouchlafe 
to diſcover to his particular Servants, the 
Reaſons of his Diſpenſations towards them, 
and make out ro them, not only the ne- 
ceflity and Juſtice, but ev'n Mercifulneſs 
of thoſe very Aflitions, that were moſt 
imputed to his Severity, (no ſtroke from 
God'sPaternal Hand, cither lightning ſoon- 
er, or falling heavier,or {taying longer,than 
the occaſion that extorred it, exacted) and 
convince them, that rheir Hopes were ne- 
ver diſappointed, but to ſecure their Ti- 
tle to better things than thoſe they hoped 


for ; nor their inferior Intereſts preju- 


dicd, but for the Advantage of the Su- 
preme Ones. Yes , all that unwelcome 
Darkneſs, that here ſurrounded our pur- 
blind Underſtandings, will vaniſh at the 
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-'-z * Expreſſion may be interpreted ) Eternal 

--+:%: Day; wherein, the Reſolution of all thoſe 
Pilficulties which here Exercisd ( and 
perhaps Diſtreſs'd ) our Faith , ſhall be 
granted us to Reward it. And I muſt 
profeſs to you, Lindamor, ( 4s unfaſhion- 
able asſ{uch a Profeſſion may feemin a Gen- 
tleman not yet Two and twenty ) that I 
find the Study of thoſe excellent Themes, 
God's Word,and his Providence,ſo difficult, 
and yer ſo pleaſing and inviting,thatcould 
Heaven afford me no greater Bteſſing than 
a clear account of the abſtruſe Myſteries 
of Divinity and Providence, I ſhould value 
the having my Underſtanding grartifi'd and 
enrich'd with Truths of ſo Noble and 
Precious a Nature, enough ro Court Hea- 
ven at the rate of renouncing for it all 
thoſe unmanly Senſualities and trifling | 
Vanities, for which inconſiderate Mortals 
are wont to forfeit the Intereſt of their 
Saviour ſo dearly bought them in it. 

SeF. 25,  ' Not ſhall we only converſe with Saints 

| and Angels, but with that infinitely more 
glorious Deity, that made them; what they 
are, without at all impoveriſhing himſelf, 
In Heaven, we ſhall enjoy ( its Maker ) 

r Joh-3. 2. God, and* ſee him as he is, who, ( as the 

35% 15- Scripture telleth us ) ſhall then be «f is 

y + ue | alt: 


LLOD _ 
OO EIS En on 


1- 


RR OR a1 RAO OS RS SD mT 


*. 8 Ollw ns OO Oo 


$S eraphick Love. 


all : comprizing all the Goods, we value 
in the Creatures, as eminently and fully, 
as the Sun doth rhe Light that twinklerh 
in rhe Stars. 
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If one that was none of the leaſt of the — 
Philoſophers, ſcrupl'd not to tell the Man *' 


that ask'd him, What he was born for, that 
it was to contemplate the Sun ; If our bett 
Narturaliſts themielves, though the: dark» 
neſs that is here cait upon things, and rhe 
dimnelſs of our IntelleCtual' Eycs, ( which 
I remember Ariſtetl: firly compares to thole 
of an Owl at Noon-day ) permit us to 
diſcern bur very - little of that Witdom, 
Power, and Goodneſs, which he has cx- 
pre[s'd in the Creation ; are yer often trant- 
ported and raviſh'd with a juſt Admiration 
of the Perfeftions he has dilplay'd in his 
Workmanſhip; If the wile Queen that camg 
ſo far to viſit Sclomon, was put almoſt into 
an Extaſie, by the fight of his ( though 
Wile, yet Humane) ordering of things; And 
if Angels themſ:lves ( as St. Peter informs us) 
deſire to look into the myſterious contrivan- 
ces of God, in order to Man's Redem- 
ption : How great a fatisfation Linda- 
mor, may we juſtly conceive it mult needs 
be, to be admitted to fee fo much of God, 
as Heaven will diſcover to us? eſpecially 
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ſince ſo much of our future happinſs will 
conſiſt in that Beatifick Viſion, as the 
Schoolmen juſtly call it) rhar St. John con- 
cluded, that we ſhall be like God, becauſe we 
ſhall ſee him as he is. And our Saviour 


himſelf paraphraſes our CwWleſtial Felicity 
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by this Bleſſed Vilion, where he {ays, Bl:- 
fed arethe pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God : 
As on the other fide, the Writers to the 
Hebrews employs the being deny'd the 
ſight of the Divine Object, as a delicripti- 
on of extreme wretchedneſs, in that Text 
where, having exhorted thoule ro whom he 
Writes, to follow peace and holineſs ; he adds, 
as the formidableſt Menace which he could 
make uſe of, to deterr them from lighting 
his exhortation, without which, no man ſhall 
ſze the Lerd, And by this Viſion our Savi- 
our ſeems to deſcribe the Happinels, even 
of Angels ; where, forbidding the icanda- 
lizing of any thoſe littice Ones that believe 
in him; he adds, to enforce what he had laid, 
that their Angels do always ſee the face of his Fa- 
th:r in Heaven, We ſhall be fo taken up 


with the Contemplation and Fruition of | 


thar Glorious Object, (in whole Infinity all 
Goods are included and dilated ) that A» 
ges, numbericls as the Joys that Beatifie 
Viſion abounds with, will ſcarce atford us 
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| leiſure for a diverſion to any other plea- 
| tures, than thoſe it {elf creates. Which are 
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{o numerous and {o entire, that we ſhall 


* there delire nothing that we have nor, cx- 


cept more Tongues to ſing more Praiſes to 
him, or at lea{t a capacity to pay him great- 


' er Thanks for what we have. And even 


thoſe dglires, God's Gracious accepration 


| will make, in being conceiv'd accomplith'd : 
for, otherwiſe Heavens Reſidents ſcarcs 


know any other want, than that of need 
to with: The complear Bleſſedneſs of their 


' Condition, reducing them to a happy uſe» 


leſneſs of Wiſhes, by atfording them a full 
Prapoſlcſſion of all the Objects of Delire. 


| There time, like Fire, having deſtroy'd 
| Whatever it could prey on, thall ar laſt dye 


it ſelf, and ſhall go our into Erernity. 
whoſe Nature is tuch, that though our 
Joys, after ſome Centuries of Years, may 
ſeem to have grown elder, by having been 
enjoyed ſo many Ages, yet will they really 


| Riill continue new, not only upon the ſcores 
| .of their welcomneſs and treſhneſs, bur 


| by their perpetually Equal ( becaufe Infi- 


nite ) diſtance from a Period. There,, 
our Felicity ſhall always be the ſame, yer 
ever New, Wearineſs arguing imperfe- 
Con, cither in the Object, or the Appe- 
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tice ; the former of whici is impolTible 
in God, and the latter ſhali ceaſe in 
Heaven. Where our Felicity ſhall be fo 
great, that Varicty (it ſelf) ſhall not be 
needed as a Part of it. And, if Hea- 
ven do admit variety, it may be ſuppos'd 
ſuch an one, as ſhall conſiſt in a turther 
Knowledge of the Firſt Obje& (God,) not 
a forſaking of it ; and {uchas ariles fromthe 
fixt beholding of the changing-necks of 
Doves, or ſuch as we may ſec in the diver- 
ſify'd refractions of the ſame ſparkling Dia- 
mond. In God, there is{ if I may to tpeak) 
ſuch a various Indentity, that the Fruition 
of him both ſatisfies and creates defires : 
though Thar, without Satiery : and This, 
without diſquiet. Other Delights, like the 
uſual Cloaths we wear, quickly grow Stale; 
and are ſoon worn out; whereas Czxleſtial 
Pleaſures participate of the Prerogative of 
the Jews Garments in the Wilderneſs, of 
not impairing by being uſed Long. But as 
the amorous Needle, once joyn'd unto the 
Load-ſtone , would never uncompell'd , 
forſake the inchanting Mineral; bur after- 
ages cling no leſs cloſcly to it, than at 
the firſt moment of their, Union : So do 
the Saints in Heaven, with the ſame Un- 
cdiminiſh'd freſhneſs ever poſleſſes their 

Joys, 
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in [Joys, as ifeach moment were the firſt that 
ſo | they poſlels'd them in. And, if their Hap- 
xe | pineſs does not improve by laſtingerEnjoy- 
z- | ment, 'ris perhaps, but becauſe it was at firit 
d | uncapable of Increaſe. Or, if our Pleaſures 
»x | do. admit acceſſion, they ſhall receive it 
x | from our Aſſurance, that we ſhall taſte 
e | them for ever, and perpetually repeat ( or 
}f | rather continue ) the ſame renew d Fruiti- 
-- | ons'to an Eternity, endear'd by nothing 
- | more, than by the quicr leiſure ir.will at- 
) | fordus, undiltractedly to employ it in ce- 
a | lebrating of the Authors Praiſes; and in 
2 condition, happier in that by it we grow 
paſt Doing, than palt Suffering 11. In Hea- 
yen (ina word) our inexhauſted Joys 
will be ſo numberle(s, and fo immente, 
that we ſhall need, ( as well as have) 
Ecernity it ſelf to taſte them fully. 

But Lindamor, it was not my Deſign $8. 26. 
ro ' give you a particular Topography - 
of this Celeſtial Canaan; but only in a 
few words to ler you ſee, that 'ti a Land 
flowing with Milk and Honey. And though 
r | 1 acknowledge, I have given you but 
> | dark deſcriptions ( and ſometimes rather 
Poetical than Chorographical ) of what 
the Apoſtle ſtiles, The Inheritance of the Cal. 1. 12. 
Saints in Light. Yer ſince , to whet our 
; | Long- 
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Longings, for Fruitive ( or experimental ) 
knowledpe, it is reſerv'd among the Pre- 


ropgatives of being in Heaven, to know ' 


how happy we ſhall be , when There: 
and ſince, what the Scripture hath reveal'd 
of Paradiſe, {tems meanr rather to quicken 
our Obedience, than ſatisfic our Curiolity; 
i may for thoſe purpoſes; have perhaps to- 
lerably perform'd that 'Task (of Heavenly 
Topography ) by the acknowledgments of 
my difabiliry to doitworthily. 1thall now 
only add this property of our expected 
Bliſs, that the vaſt multitude of Partners 
does detract nothing from each- private 
ſhare, nor does the Publickneſs of ir leſien 
Propriety in it. This Ocean of Felicity be- 
ing fo ſhoarleſs, and ſo bottomleſs,thart all 
the Saints and Angels cannot exhauff it”: 
it being as impollible for an Aggregate of 
Finites, to comprehend or exhautt one Infi- 
mite, as tis for the greateſt number of Ma- 
themarick Points to amount to, or con- 
ſtirure a Body. Our Neighbor-Regions do 
all enjoy the benefit of Light as well as 
We; yer we enjoy not lefs, than if they 
enjoy'd none. Indeed there is this dit- 
. ference berween the Son of Righteoul- 
neſs and that of Heaven; that whereas 
the Jagrer , by his Preſence, Ecliples _ 
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the Pltnegs, (his Attendents;) the former 
hough radiant with a much mightier ſplen- 
dor, will, by his Preſence, impart to. his 


| When Chriſt, who-us eur Life, ſhall appear, _—_ Col.3. 4- 


ſhall we alſo appear with him in Glory. So that 
the Ele in relation to this Sun, ſhall nor 
be like Stars, which his ſhining obicures 
and makes to diſappear ; bur like poliſh'd 


| Silver, or well glaz'd Arms,or thole valter 


Balls of burniſh'd Braſs,rhe rops of Churches 
are ſometimes adorn'd with, which ſhine 
not till rhey be thin'd upon, and derive 
their glittering Brightneſs, and all the daz- 
ling Fire that environs and illuſtrates them, 
from their being expos'd (unskreen'd) to 
the Suns refulgent Beams. 7am my Beleved's, .. Þ . 
and my Beloved is mine, ſays every Saint 
(with the Spoule in the Carticles) ro his Re- 
deemer. David {ays of them that pur their 
truſt in God, That he ſhall abundantly ſatisfie ec..46. 6. 
them with the fatneſs of his Houſe, and make 
them drink of the River of his Pleaſures : 
As if he meant to inſfinuare, that, As when 
a Multirude of Perſons drink of the ſame 
River, none of them 1s able ro exhauſt ir, 
and yer each of them may have the full 
liberty of Drinking as much as he Can, 
or as much as he could, thongh none bur 
Him- 
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Himſelf ſhould be Allow'd to Drink of it : 


So, whoſoever enjoys God, enjoys him 
Wholly, or art leaſt doth enjoy him ſo En- 
tirely, in Relation to that Man's Capacity, 
that rhe Fruition of whatſoever reſts unens 
joy'd of God, is forbidden by the Immen- 
ſiry of the Obje, and not the Prax-polleſli- 
on of his Rivals. The Angels, though of a 
Nature Differing from ours, and thereby 
_ above the perſonal Experience of our 
ufferings and infirmities, do yer fo {ym- 
pathize with us, that (as our Saviour in- 
forms us) rhey rejoyce at the repentance 
of a ſinner. And though the Members of 
the Church-Militanrt, and thoſe of the Tri- 
umphanr, live as far aſunder, as Heaven is 


from Earth, and are not more Diſtant as ts | 


Place, than Differing as ro Condition; yet 
St. Pazl reckons all the Saints to be bur one 
Family in Heaven and in Earth. If then the 
dilpariry of Reſidences, of Qualities, 
and of Conditions, cannot row hinder 
the Lovers of God from being fo con- 
cern'd in one another ; how much of en- 


dearing Kindneſs. may we ſuppoſe, that 


they will Interchange, when both theit | 


Love ſhall be Perfected, and all rhofe other 
Graces too that are proper to Cheriſh and 
Encreaſe it. For, the lame Apoſtle, who, 

to 
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©?! ro aſſiſt us, to conceive rhe ſtriftneſs of the 
we Union both betwixt Chriſt and his Saints, 
i-' and the Sainrs among themſelves, tells us, - 
'5| that Ze i the Head, and they are his Body, ' C9r-1%- 
| and Members particular ; teaches us to make 
this Inference, Thar ( to expreſs his Do- 
Qrine in his own words) /f one Member ſuf- verſ27-24 
fer, all th: _ with it ; and if one 
Member be honour'd, all the Members rejoyce 
with it. Yes, Lindamor, in that bleſſed Con- 
dition, our Wills being perfetly conform'd 
unto our Maker's, no Saint nor Angel can 
enjoy his Love without poſleiling a propor- 
tionate Degree of Ours. And then, {ſince 
perfect Friendſhip appropriates to each 
Friend the Crofles and Proſperities of 
" the other (as good Barzil/ai could not be 
highlicr obliged by David, than by the 25" 15 
King's Kindneſs to his Son) each ſeyeral © 
Bearitude in Heaven ſhall, ( in ſome ſorr 
concern the whole Society, and ) be Ours. 
As Aſtronomers teach us, that the Earth 
receives Addition of Light by the Sun's 
Beams beſtow'd upon the Stars, and from 
the Moon reflefting upon Her. And be- 
| cauſe our Perſonal Capacities arc too too 
Narrow, to contain all that joy, we are 
(Oy the ſtrange Arithmetick of Friend- 
1p) in a manner multiply'd into as ma- 


ay 
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ny nappy Perſons, as there are Saints and 
Angels bleſſed in Heaven, Our perfe& union 
ro our common Head, and mutual Commu- 
nion with each other, applying and bring- 
ing home every Felicity of theirs to us. | 
This Friendly and reciprocal Sympathy, 
reaching us each Glorifi'd Saints Bleſſednels, 
and him ours, by a bleſſed Circulation, 
which makes us encreaſe, by our refenting 
them, thoſe joys (of others) whole encreale 
we reſent. Burt my thoughts are engaged 
in ſo good a Company, Lizdamer, that they 
keep me from conlidering how faſt the hours 
paſs, and have almoſt made me forgor,that 
the time which my occaſions allow'd me 
for {cridliag royou, is {o far ſpent, that not 
now at laſt to reprieve you from the per- Þ} 
{ecution of my blunt Pen,were to be almoſt 

as injurious ro my own affairs, as to your 
Patience. Hereafter yet I may potlibly 
make you ſome amends for this,with Riper 
Dilcourles of the Nature and Duries, or 
(if you will) the Properties and Returns | 
of this Love, to which I have hitherto 
prelenred you ſome Motives. To ( the 
lait of ) which I might add, Thar our love 
ro the Creatures is an Earneſt, but ro God 
tis a Title; the one makes us the Objects, 
bur te other makes the Object ours ; 
'That, 
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Thar fince there is in Love ſoſtrange a Ma- 
gick,as to transformrthe Lover into the Ob- 
K& lov'd; we ought to be extremely care- 
ful of the Dedication of a Paſſion, which, 
as it is plac'd, muſt either dignific our Na- 
+ ture, ordegrade it: And not to addreſs to 
* any lower(or,which isall one,to any orher) 
+ ObjeR, the higheſt Intenſity of a Love, 
which cannot bur ſtoop without our Degra- 
dation. And theſe I might expatiate on, 
and Recruit them with many other Motives, 
additional to thoſe I have already inſiſted 
on ; but that I may more properly reſerve 
them to the Treatiſe of the Properties of 
® that Love, whoſe Nature fo partakes that 
} of its Obje, that there can hardly be 
uc'd more powerful Mortives' to it, 
than the Conditions of it. Since then ( as 
| I freſhly intimated) I cannot bur fear thar 
your tir'd Patience, as well as my urgent 
Occaſions ( though theſe will recal me 
to -morrow Morning to my own Weltern 
| Hermitage ) doth at: preſent ſummon me 
| to leave you; and ſince I cannot do 
ſo in a happier place than Heaven, I ſhall 
d my farewels, only to beg you to 
believe, that ſo Noble a Motive of ex- 
alting Friendſhip, as the ambirion of ren- 
dring mine-a fit return for Yours, hath fo 
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Separhick Love. 
improv'd my Kindneſs, that my Aﬀetion, 
without wronging its Grearnef$, could 
nor x} S It br by any les A h 
than this gaini teſt, and-of 
the moſt Befiratle of all | 4 Ele- 
vating..( that Novle Harbinger of your 
Soul ) your Love to Heaven : Whoſe 
alone are not inferior ro thoſe which 
being made Inftrumental to procure them 
you, would really Create in, 


My d:ar:ft Lindamor, 


From Lceſe this Gth 
of Aug. 1648. 


Teur moſt Faithful, moft 
Aﬀetionate, and moſt 


Humble Servant, 


ROBERT BOYLE. 


Y SI IL | WP CE nth. 


> ADVERTISEMENT. 


| V Hilſt this Fourth Edition 
i WS. & the fore-going Trea- 
| Tife was upon ng, it hapned, that 

a Devout and very Ingenious Friend 


# of the Authors, having preſsd to 


have the Peruſal of ſome Occaſ1- 


FJ onal Mcditations, that lay by him, 
on ſeveral Subjefts , met , among 


others , with that which follows : ; 
And finding the Subjeft to be of Af- 
finity with what is rather Touch'd 
than inſiſted on, in the 65th Page 
| of the paſt T reatiſe , Touching 

Mens Inability to Praiſe God 
1 Worthily, Sh a great deal 
of Partiality for the R lai would 


needs have it _ as it was, E-- 


(:162) 
the newly finiſh'd Edition : Not- 
withſtanding the Author's haping too 
juſt cauſe to urge, That, beſides the 
Imperfefions that are made neceſſa- 
ry by the Sublimity of the Theme, 
ſuch Occaſional Papers , eſpecially 
His, are wont to have peculiar un- 
accurateneſſes, as being deſign d ra- 
ther to entertain the Writer himſelf, 
than any other Reader. 


( 163 ) 
Not-| _ 
7 FOO | 4 
the 
eſſa- An Occaſional Refleftion upon a 


eme,| | 

ah L,EL1 1ER> 
* on ( Receiv'd in April, 1662.) 

ſelf, Containing an Account of what paſſed 
on the RINGs Coronation- 
day, in a little Country Town. 


Need not, Pyrocles , after what 
we have been Reading , tell 
you, that the Writer of this 
mw Letter thinks that both in 

what he has ſaid of the King:, and 

in what He has done to Solemnize His 
Coronation , he has behaved Himſelf 
An rarely well. For I doubt not, but you 
calily diſcern by his way of Writing 
that he is highly ſatisfied with his Per- 
formances , and expets that he ſhall, 

if not be Thanked by the King, a leaſt, 
___| be mention'd in . the News-book. Bur 
{ *rwill, I fear, .be requiſite ro tell. you, 
M 3 | that 


( 164) | 
that this honeſt Man is not alone of his 
mind ; for being his Landlord's Baitiff, 
he is eſteem'd at that rate by his | 
Neighbours, and look'd upon as a Man 
very -confiderable in his Parith; and is | 
perhaps thought to have a right go Pity | 
moſt of: thoſe that do not. admire what | 
he has now been doing. And yer, Yoh | 
and I, who pretend nat to be Courtiers, | 
can, in his Rural Encominms, and his | 
ill-contrived . way - of, Hanouring.. his”, | 
Prince, cafily _ {} much thar | 
might have” been Mended, and io |: 
much+thar- might be Laugh'd at, that,” if 
the King, according to His wonted Gra- | 
ciouinets, vouchlafe this Action his b 
ir muſt not be in 'confideration of 
fuitableneſs of the Performances to phe” 
Occaſion, but, partly as' they proceed” 
from a Hearty, though, ilkexpreſ#d,” 
Loyalty and Love, and purtly, / as 
they-atiord Him a Subject: of Merriment. / 
And not only the nice | Criticks, who 
haye ſeen thole Magnificent Selemnities, 
and heard the Eloquent Panegyricks 
wherewith the principal Cities and 
Aſemblics in- the Nation have thoughr 
they did bur Fart of what they ſhould; 
and not only thoſs Afſſiduoug - Cour: 


ICIS, 


*'S 


: (165) 
| Bok who, by the Honour of a nearer Ac- 
| | cel, haye Opportunities (deny'd to others) 
his | of coycring thoſe Particulariries rhar 
an | may belt give a higher Veneration for a 
1S | Great Perſonand aGreat Prince, to thoſe 
ty | thar are qualifid to diſcern and relliſh 
4 | fich (things; not only theſe, I fay, will 
| have 2 quite other pinion of the Ru- 
'S, | ral Praiſes, and Antique 'Cetemonies that 
uS | were ſo well lik'd a hundred Miles from 
Us”) | Londen ; but this Country-man himſelf, 
at | jf-he were admitted to the Court, and 
lo | bred 2 While there , would in time. & 
if | ſo great a' diſtance 'betwixt whar he has 
a- | done, and. what a Perſoh better bref 
| e done, that he could nor” re- 
| er_ without Bluſhes, | " what he now 
; ) ; nl with Triumph, | 

d now I muſt on this occaſion 
L,” | con > You, Pyrocles, that I have (ra 
$* | og ) ſeveral times been revolv- 
b, In oY Thoughts, what the Angels 

oO 


d Deferi 
; oh. of dar Men de ifs (For ny Wt. $7 


2 , not br the Sctiprute 
[ | gee) x 4 = bag we. arc moſt ; 
F | pechanc others, and do oftenti 


hane Appl our felves. For 
! ers (if T! M4 fo call 
| have. 


( 156 ) 
have ſeyeral Fac to aſſiſt them in 


the Celebration of our common Maſter, 
which we poor Mortals want: For Frſt, They 
are free from thoſe Selfiſh and Inordinate 
Aﬀections, that too often hinder us, ei- | 
ther from Diſcerning the Excetlency of | 
divers of God's Attributes and Ways, ar | 
from duly Acknowledging it. They ] have | 

no Sins to keep {ham deſerying ing the 

Juſtneſ(s of what he does; ; The have no 

Ingratitude to oppoſe the fuller Reſent- | 
ments of His Goodneſs; and they are not | 
tempted, not to diſcern and adors His | | 
Wiſdom, for fear they ſhould a Cul- | 

pable for repining at His Di (penſarions. | 


And indeed, their Longevity way 


them the full Proſpect fem end ro 
of thoſe intricate tranſations of | 
dence, of which ſhort-livd Mortals do com- | 
monly ſee bur a part ; they are quieition- | 
leſs far more fatisfi'd with the incom | 
bly better Contrivances they ' diſcern in | 
the Management of humane Afairs, than | 
we are with the Conduct 'or Plots of 
the moſt Skilfully written, Plays” and 
Romances. Beſides, Thoſe happy Spirits, 
of whom the Scripture tells” us,- thar they 
 Pand before God, and that they continu 
Mar. 18. 4 fee His far haye by har lib: > 


(167) 
the bleſſed Opportunities of diſcoy 
rhe" Deity: Contemplate wir 
many acep gens which eyen'Fhey could 
never but by ce have fornf'd any 


| thoughts nk they ſee in one anothers 


lemn fri Ererdige and Praiſes, a' way of 
onouriag the Object of them ſo © much 
traniſcending the urmoſt of 'whar We here 
aim at, that their Homages to their Crea- 
tot my. pA NE ArTi of a far Nobler 
laſtly,, When'T conſi- 

png ich Pee leſs unworthy Thoughts 
refons touching "Things Divine 
Abs Perſon may have, when come to 
Ks full 'Marurity of Age and Parts, and 
whilſt he was bur a Child in both ; and 
when I conſider, how much more Advan- 
cous 'Conceptions of the Wiſdom dif- 
played ed in the F Univerſe, and particularly 
Contrivance'of a Human Body, one 

that is a true. Phuloſopher, and a skilful 
Anatomiſt, may have, in compariſon of 
a man illiterate, and unacquainted with 
DiſſeRions :; When, 1 fay, I conſider 


theſe , and compare the dim Twi- 
light of Human Intellets in this Life, 
which uu Hl | and Radiant Light, 


Bien aſcribes ro" Angels, 
4 ie by ; bur think, that, [having to the 
Pri- 


(168) 


2. much Negrer Acceſs thah i 
. contemplate God's Pe: 


by 
s Perfe- 


—— — 


" 


OO IN CO - WRT ARTS 


- as to think | 
vet Go Righr to ; yet the zealouſne(S, of our 


(16) 


chough we ſhould ever be Pavia Wem 
_ s Owenot ont y peck 
tions wilt ft fong as Er & 


e, though the rey? $i were i Fs 
_ paid, We have no Coyn of the 7atue. 
hab Wold be ite to makea Payment” 
of rharnature. is trac indeed, thar fome. 
men fay much more” than” others upok a 
Su ,, On whiclr none can fay Enough, 


which,cven rhe Spirits of juſt Men made cb. 1. 
perfett car bur mereaty Celebrate. b 
may hetoo,rthar the Praifes we p Lens to Gog.. 
pracure Us ſome from Men, 
even from Orarors and Fncomiaths.; ; hag | 
rhough PORE LDUPe no Man cat: fo flartterhimſelF, | 
1C can Flarrer what he can tre- 


Endedvours, and rhe Applauſe rhar others 
efiterrain rhem with,may "pechats rem DVR 
ro think, that becauſe m, our 
wehave furpaſſed our felves, wehave Amoſt 

uaFd onr Theme : as if to make our. 
Praiſes roo grear for any ochee Sukjec, 
were fafficicnt. o make chena great « 
for 'God, Burala(s, how. vil muſt we 
be 'miftaken ! fince "our, nt bas G0 42 if 
we Een fence,. can at beſt 

our Conceprions, and thiaſe 
the Notions" of a" Finite Cray 


(170) 


feftions , which were not whar they are, 
if they were not Infinite. No, when 
we. have employ'd the lofticſt Hyper- 
boles, and exhauſted all the celebrating 
Topicks and Fi of Rhetorick ; when 


we have Metaphyſical AbſtraQti- | 
ons in Poctick Raptures ; whes we have. 


ranſack'd, whatever things are moſt  Ex- 


cellent among the Creatures, and having 


Defzcarted them, and Piled them up toge- 
Er, have made that heap bas a Ki th 


e our ſoaring flight from ; when we have. 


ſummed” up, and left beneath our Expreſſi- 
ofis,. all that we are here wont to acknow- 


ledge aboye them ; nay, when inſtructed, . 
as well as inflamed, and pre Peyriud that 
r Ties 6. Inacefſible Light, that is ted by what 


we Adore, we ſeem raiſed and elevated a- 
boveall thatis Mortal,and above our ſelves, 
and fay things, that nothing elſe could ci- 
ther inſpire or merit; even then, I ſay,thoſe 
expreſſions, which any otherwiſe applyed, 
would be Hyperboles, do bur expreſs our 
Devotion, not the Divine Obje@ of it, and 
declare How much we Honour Him, .ra- 
ther than what He is. And indeed, none 
but” the Poſleſior of an Infinite Intellect 
can be able to ſay, what the ag? of 

hs other 


a44 wc 2aS 


(191) 
other Infinite PerfeQions deſerves to have 
ſaid of Him. And whatever zealous skill 
we praiſe God with, we do far leſs Honor 
Him than Injure Him, if we think our aſpi- 
ringſt Praiſes can arrive ſo far, as Iſay not 
to Reach, bur ſo much as to Approach their 
Subjea. 
Bur, ler not this inevitable Impotence 
( Pyrocles ) trouble or diſcourage us : thoſe 
Bleſſed Souls that follow the Lamb whitherſo- gex. 14 6 
ever he goes, do (as we are taught in the A- 
pocalypſe) make it their Buſineſs, and find 
it their Happineſs, roſpend a great partof 
their Erermity in extolling him, by whom 
they - placd __ —— w_ they 
can have no employment bur whar is 
and Noble. Ande even here low,bethe reaik- 
ing of a God is Work, wherein we inurate, 
though we do not equal the Angels, and 
are buſied in the ſame employment,though 
not with the fame skill. Nay, Heaven it ſelf 
exempts not its Reſidents from an Impo- 
tence which bel to Creatures, not as 
they are i ones, bur as they are 
Triumph do noctrimphorerrhienere 
o not triumph over this - 
ſary Impotence; theirPraiſes may need Par- | 
don,even ina place where they can Sin no | 
more ; And they cancxped bur ay 
"4 


BL. Nay. 

that arc ae Bary Rxaghins Tos a- 
nothers glad Acclamarions to 

wiſc repreſenced,as Covering(out of Frelped) 
their Faces. with theu Wings. But,Pirectes, ' 
as 1 was ſaying, this unavoidable Diſabili- 
ry to lay Worthy of God, need. nat 
at all croybſe us;/iace we pay our Homages 
0 one,whole Goodnels our expreflions can 
as lirtle , a8 ;they can his other At- 
tributes. He that Creazed us, will, not 
rrn-exp Yap that we act but as Crea- 
tures ; And | fence he i declar'd, thar where 


i Praiſes (through 
his of i, wh to: give us. an n- 
tereſt in; And no Son would repite 
at his Royal Fathers Greamels, how Im 


menle 


menſe o yer ot 
4. 


id ” . _—_— 


lim we have'th Thtcreſt 


f l 


in, than to/have an Intereſt-if! one,” whoſe 
Power and Goodneſs exceeds''whitgver 
we can fay or Fancy of them. 

To conclude, Pyrocles, fince on the one 
fide Gog is molt truly faid in the Scri Neher. 
to be ſo Glorious, that he & Exalted above all s © 
Bleſſing and Praiſe, and conſequently , 
though 7 could (to ule St. Paul's 2 OSA 
ſpeak with the Tongues of Men and Angels, 1. "og 
yet the higheſt rhings I could ſay of the 
Divine Perfe&tions, muſt needs be there- 
fore far below them, becauſe a Creature 
were able to fay them. And, fince on 4 
the other ſide, it is of Us Men, that £ 
God vouchſafes to ſay, Whoſo offereth Praiſe, **swy, 
glorifieth Me ; and his tranſcendent Excel- | 
lency is ſo far from being inconſiſtent with 
reſembling Graciouſneſs, that ſuch a Be- 
nignity is one of the moſt conſpicuous 
Parts of it; I will not forbear to pay my 
Praiſes unto one, whoſe deſerving inf 
nitely more than I can offer, keeps him 
not ' Ton Accepting as much leſs than he 
deſerves. But then I muſt not Preſume 
to fill my Mouth with his Praiſes, without 

Senfibly 
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